
 

Multiple Mission Endeavors Bring Energy 

and Excitement to Oak Chapel 

A thriving church is fueled by multiple 

ministries, and Oak Chapel is certainly blessed by 

the vision, mission, passion, and diversity of its 

many noble ventures, including several new 

initiatives. 

Efforts to establish a food pantry to feed the 

hungry in our community are well underway. The 

committee is in the process of repurposing one of 

the rooms on the upper level of the educational 

wing. The wallpaper has been stripped and the 

painting is underway. Shelves will be installed 

and eventually filled with non-perishable food 

items, which you are welcome to donate.  

This pantry will be unique in that it will have 

a cooking-class component. Members of the 

committee (and anyone else who is interested) 

will demonstrate how to cook simple meals, 

which participants can take home with them 

along with the recipes and ingredients to cook on 

their own. What really sets this program apart, 

however, is the plan to give each participant a 

new crockpot so that they can prepare quick, 

easy, and inexpensive meals on their own. 
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Words of Comfort 

 Where do we turn for comfort in times of 

anxiety, uncertainty, and anguish? As believers, 

scripture is always an option, but for some 

reason, we don’t always make it our first option. 

In fact, sometimes, it becomes our last resort. 

As I write this message to you, a mighty 

storm is brewing up here on the hill. This, along 

with the current coronavirus pandemic, is 

unsettling, even frightening. But now, suddenly, 

the storm is subsiding and the skies are 

brightening.  

Take heart, for this, too, shall pass. The Lord 

is with us. Who can be against us? May God 

touch you through his holy word, and may we 

stay together in spirit until we meet again. 

Amen! 

 What follows is a passage from Psalm 34.       

I hope these verses will lift you up, bring you 

comfort, and guide you through the storm.  

4 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he 

delivered me from all my fears. 

5 
Those who look to him are radiant; their faces 

are never covered with shame. 

6 
This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; 

he saved him out of all his troubles. 

7 
The angel of the Lord encamps around those 

who fear him, and he delivers them. 

8 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is 

the one who takes refuge in him. 

9 
Fear the Lord, you his holy people, for those 

who fear him lack nothing. 

10 
The lions may grow weak and hungry, but 

those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. 

11 
Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach 

you the fear of the Lord. 

12 
Whoever of you loves life and desires to see 

many good days, 

13 
keep your tongue from evil and your lips from 

telling lies. 

14 
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and 

pursue it. 

15 
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and 

his ears are attentive to their cry. 

Churches are not being closed. Buildings are being closed.  
YOU are the church! You are to remain open! 



 

Our Days for Girls team continues 

to sew reusable sanitary products 

for girls in underdeveloped 

countries. If you have worked on 

this mission project, please feel free 

to come in and work at your 

leisure or take items to work on at home. 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible Study 

is cancelled and we hope to 

resume with a new study in June. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Another exciting undertaking is the plan to 

create a serenity garden and possibly an 

outdoor chapel on the grounds of the church. 

The garden is intended to be a place for prayer 

and reflection where people can celebrate the 

joys in life and mourn the sadness and losses 

they experience. The chapel could be used for 

outdoor meetings, vespers, and even small 

outdoor services, including weddings.  

We also have a layette ministry, which 

provides an assortment of items for newborn 

babies, all wrapped up in a nice warm blanket. 

You can donate items to this ministry as well, 

and you can make the committee aware of 

newborns whose parents would benefit from 

this ministry.  

 Yet another exciting program is our 

church’s prayer shawl ministry. If you’ve ever 

seen a Charlie Brown television special or read 

a Peanuts comic strip (and who hasn’t?) you 

certainly know that Linus loved his blanket. It 

brought him warmth, comfort, security, peace 

of mind, and so much more. 

At Oak Chapel, we have an equally calming 

and consoling blanket, but with an added 

spiritual component. Our Prayer Shawl 

Ministry, in which members of the church knit a 

soft and cozy blanket, is intended to bring 

assurance to those who are struggling, hope for 

those in darkness, and comfort for those in 

pain. Those who receive the shawl are invited 

to wrap themselves in it and to feel God’s 

presence and assurance. 

Of course, one of our top priorities is our 

youth ministry. We have re-established the 

youth area in the sanctuary — soon to have a 

new name — and our Sunday School for 

children is ready to roll. All we need are the 

kids. Our older youth program is also on the 

rise. We are planning to repurpose the space 

below the new pantry for a Youth Area, 

perhaps to be called “Gathering Grounds” with 

a coffee-shop motif. 

There are a number of other noble mission 

initiatives worthy of mention, including Art & 

Soul, Bookworms, Days for Girls, Girl Scouts,      

4-H, United Methodist Men, and United 

Methodist Women. 

It’s an exciting time to be at Oak Chapel! 

Join the fun and help us grow! 

Editor’s note: Pastor John has recorded messages 

that are now on the church website, 

www.oakchapel.com. Click on the ‘updates’ tab, 

and then ‘from the Pastor’s Desk, to find a link 

to YouTube. 

The Outreach 

Committee is 

continuing with plans 

for our June 13 

Community Outreach Day.  

A trip is planned to help at Eastbrook Mission 

Barn April 21. Check your email for updates. 

If you or your committee has an outreach 

project you would like help with please contact 

Pam Domer, Outreach Committee Chair, and we 

will be glad to help. 

Bookworms—The United Methodist 

Women’s Reading Program offers a 

wide variety of books to read and 

discuss as a group. Bookworms, our 

local chapter of this program, typically meets on 

the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  

in the SingMar room. See Sandy Hower with 

suggestions for a book to read or any questions. 

We will continue reading, but not meet until 

further notice. Check out the book report on   

page six. 

“God’s word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 

unto my path.” Psalm 119:105  



 

Coming along side other women in mission offers various mission opportunities, 

especially those relating to women, children, & youth. You will be encouraged to grow in 

faith & spirituality; asked to expand your knowledge on social & geographical concerns; 

invited to join in fellowship with other women; and maybe become better able to discern 

God’s particular call for you! United Methodist Women might be the place for you! 

We had a small but lively 

turnout for our Call To Prayer 

and Self-Denial Service on 

March 12. Connie Reed led 

the service, which began with a sacrificial meal. She 

prepared a package of food given to us by LifeLine 

Ministries, the group we packed nutritious meals 

for that were sent to Liberia. It contained rice, soy, 

vitamins/minerals and dried veggies. We made it 

the way the people receiving a package would, 

using water and no added seasonings or 

ingredients. Afterward, we participated in the 

program which highlighted women in mission 

around the world and the difference they are 

making for women and the girl-child. An offering 

was taken. We open this offering to all in the 

church. You may add your offering to the 

collection plate, marked Call To Prayer. The 

money is sent on to support the Women in 

Mission and the projects they lead. 

 

I would like to highlight a Circle and a project 

coming up. The Prayer Shawl Circle has been busy 

keeping the Blessed Bin full. If you knit, crochet or 

sew (or no-sew) you are welcome to make a 

shawl! If you want to learn any of these 

techniques, we will provide on-the-job training. 

Shawls should be at least five feet long to wrap an 

adult, or shorter for kids and babies. If you want 

to join us at our meetings, we would love to have 

you. You can also work on your own and bring 

them to the church. In the large closet in the Crib 

Room by the elevator are two bins- one marked 

Blessed and the other Unblessed. Please use the 

Unblessed Bin. 

 

**If you have someone you wish to give a blessed 

shawl, as a symbol of prayers of comfort or of joy, 

take one from the Blessed Bin and look for the 

blue pocket folder. Please add the name of the 

person receiving it, your name, and the date for 

our records. If you have any questions, you can 

talk to Sandy Treece, Sandy Hower, Evelyn Silver, 

Janet Kauffman, Hilda Wacker, or Miriam Zech. 

If any woman has not received a 2020 Oak 

Chapel UMW booklet, let Miriam, Pam or 

Elizabeth know and we will get one to you! 

The next project we need to start working on is 

making Hygiene Kits for UMCOR. There is a trip to 

Eastbrook Mission Barn later this spring (April 21) 

and this is when we send the kits. These kits are 

sent wherever there is need, usually after a disaster 

that leaves people with very little. The kits will get 

them through at least a month until they can get 

back on their feet. The list for a kit is as follows; 

One hand towel—no kitchen, cleaning or 

microfiber towels. 

One wash cloth—again no kitchen cleaning or 

microfiber. 

One Comb—must be sturdy with at least six inches 

of teeth. No pocket combs or picks, rattails are 

OK as long as they have six inches of teeth. 

One fingernail clipper—no emery boards or metal 

nail files or toenail clippers 

Bath size soap (3 oz bar or larger) NO IVORY OR 

JERGENS. DO NOT remove from packaging. 

One adult size toothbrush—DO NOT remove from 

packaging. Flags and personal advertising is not 

acceptable. 

Ten adhesive bandages (3/4 by 3 inches) common 

household bandages are acceptable. 

One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

 

Each kit is packed in the bag and boxed to 

deliver to Eastbrook. We also pay $2 per kit for 

UMCOR to purchase toothpaste and for shipping 

to the Distribution Centers. 

As a church, we collect the supplies and make 

the kits. Some choose to make entire kit 

themselves, but most of us purchase in bulk and we 

put them together before we send them on. Soon 

there will be a chart to show how many of the 

items we have and we ask anyone and everyone to 

chip in. Some of us are willing to purchase items if 

you wish to make a donation specifically for that. 

Last year we made three dozen± kits. UMCOR 

credits the church $12 for each kit. 



 

Helpful advice from Dr James Robb, an expert who was 

one of the first molecular virologists in the world to 

work on coronaviruses: 

1. If you have a runny nose and sputum, you have a 

common cold. 

2. Coronavirus pneumonia is a dry cough with no 

runny nose. 

3. This new virus is not heat-resistant and will be killed 

by a temperature of just 26/27C (78-80F) degrees. It 

hates the sun. 

4. If someone sneezes, it takes about 10 feet before it 

drops to the ground and is no longer airborne. 

5. The virus can live on a metal surface, so if you come 

into contact with any metal surface, wash your hands 

as soon as you can. 

6. On fabric, normal laundry detergent will kill it. 

7. Drinking warm water is effective for all viruses. Try 

not to drink liquids with ice. 

8. Wash your hands frequently, and don’t rub your 

eyes, pick your nose unwittingly and so on. 

9. You should also gargle as a prevention. A simple 

solution of salt in warm water will suffice. 

10. Can't emphasize enough - drink plenty of water! 

 

THE SYMPTOMS 

Symptoms can range from mild to severe, and some 

people don't have any symptoms at all. The most 

common symptoms resemble the flu and include 

fever, tiredness and dry cough. Some people also 

develop aches and pains, nasal congestion, runny nose, 

sore throat or diarrhea. 

About 1 in 6 people becomes seriously ill and 

develops difficulty breathing, according to the World 

Health Organization. If you experience fever, cough and 

shortness of breath, call your doctor. 

Symptoms may appear anywhere between two to 14 

days after exposure, with the average patient seeing 

onset at around five days, according to the CDC. 

Here is what I have done and the precautions that I 

take and will take. These are the same precautions I 

currently use during our influenza seasons, except for the 

mask and gloves: 

1) NO handshaking, fist or elbow bumps. Use a slight 

bow or wave. 

2) Use ONLY your knuckle to touch light switches. 

elevator buttons, etc.. Lift the gasoline dispenser with 

a paper towel or use a disposable glove. Use alcohol 

wipes after doing so. 

3) Open doors with your closed fist or hip - do not 

grasp the handle with your hand, unless there is no 

other way to open the door. Especially important on 

bathroom and post office/commercial doors. 

4) Use disinfectant wipes at the stores when 

they are available, including wiping the 

handle and child seat in grocery carts. 

5) Wash your hands with soap for 10-20 

seconds and/or use a greater than 60% 

alcohol-based hand sanitizer whenever you 

return home from ANY activity that 

involves locations where other people  

have been. 

6) Keep a bottle of sanitizer available at each 

of your home's entrances. AND in your car 

for use after getting gas or touching other 

contaminated objects when you can't 

immediately wash your hands. 

7) If possible, cough or sneeze into a 

disposable tissue and discard. Use your 

elbow only if you have to. The clothing on 

your elbow will contain infectious virus that 

can be passed on for up to a week or more! 

What I have stocked in preparation for the 

pandemic spread to the US: 

1) Latex or nitrile latex disposable gloves for 

use when going shopping, using the 

gasoline pump, and all other outside 

activity when you come in contact with 

contaminated areas. 

Note: This virus is spread in large droplets by 

coughing and sneezing. This means that the air 

will not infect you! BUT all the surfaces where 

these droplets land are infectious for about a 

week on average. Everything that is associated 

with infected people will be contaminated and 

potentially infectious. The virus is on surfaces 

and you will not be infected unless your 

unprotected face is directly coughed or  

sneezed upon. This virus only has cell receptors 

for lung cells (it only infects your lungs). The 

only way for the virus to infect you is through 

your nose or mouth via your hands or an 

infected cough or sneeze onto or into your 

nose or mouth. 

2) Hand sanitizers—get the appropriate sizes 

for your family. The hand sanitizers must be 

alcohol-based and greater than 60% 

alcohol to be effective. 

Tremendous worldwide efforts are being made 

to understand the molecular and clinical 

virology of this virus. Unbelievable molecular 

knowledge about the genomics, structure, and 

virulence of this virus has already been 

achieved. Good luck to all of us!  

James Robb, MD FCAP (with current 

updates from the CDC website) 

Health and Wellness Corner ~ What you need to know about Coronavirus! 



 

The Membership Care Committee 

has a list of homebound members 

that are visited by one of the 

committee members on a regular 

basis. Please contact Christy 

Rickard, 330-264-3830 with any  

 member needs.  

We would like to encourage the congregation to 

send cards to home bound and those who have had 

illnesses that we have been praying for. Cheryl 

Rastetter continues to coordinate getting meals to 

those members of our Church that have been ill or in 

the hospital. If you feel this is an area that you could 

help out with cooking or delivering, Cheryl would like 

to hear from you, 330-262-9369.  

Photos for the Church Directory are scheduled for 

Tuesday, May 5th from 2:00 to 9:00 pm. There will 

be a sign up list. Keep in mind, this date may be 

delayed due to Coronavirus. More details to follow.  

Blood pressure screenings will resume every Sunday 

once we are back to church. 

Please see Christy Rickard if you have a request for 

speaker topics that would be of interest. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate attitude 

looking to God for guidance.  

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Jaxson Everett 

 5 Connie Reed 

 22 Sue Jester 

 24 Kathy Martin 

 25 April Aten 

 29 Lisa Yoss 

 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 2 Tracy and Josh Miller 

 13 Shelia and Jeff Burckhart 

 24 Lori and Jay Hauser 

Wish your neighbor a 

happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database.  

Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections. 

Art & Soul is cancelled until 

further notice. Art is a great stress 

reliever in these anxious times. 

Pinterest has many great ideas. 

Hope to see you in June. 

Lenten Study—No Wonder They Crucified Him 

Canceled until further notice. 

Joint Sunday Night Lenten Series  - Walk 

Cancelled until further notice. 

Cindy Mykrantz and Robin 

Kitchen have designed a 

layette bundle that we 

would love to share in our 

neighborhood. 

Please let Cindy know who and where 

and she will deliver. OR come and pick up a 

layette bundle to deliver. They can be found 

in the classroom across from the church office. 

Or call Cindy Mykrantz. 

If you take a layette, please sign the 

clipboard or let Cindy know so she can 

replenish. Donations are always welcome. 

The Way of Peace: Our Longing for Community  

Mission u 2020  ~ July 24-26, 2020   

University of Mount Union  Alliance, OH 

Mark Your calendars! 

The Spiritual Growth Study is “Finding Peace in an 

Anxious World.” 

Youth: “Managing Anxiety”   

Children: “Managing Our Emotions” 

New Study: “Pushout - The Criminalization of 

Black Girls in Schools” 

2nd Year Study: “Women United for Change: 150 

Years in Mission”  

Men’s Breakfast—Stay tuned 

for the return at Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men 

and boys are welcome.  

Friends Together—We will 

not be planning any activities 

due to Coronavirus 

restrictions at this time, but 

feel free to contact Rosie Troutman if you 

have ideas for the future.  



 Coronavirus Special Message 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 

think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and 

seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:8-9)  

Yes there is fear.  

Yes there is isolation. 

Yes there is panic buying.  

Yes there is sickness.  

Yes there is even death.  

But, They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise, you can hear the birds again.  

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet  

The sky is no longer thick with fumes, but blue and grey and clear.  

They say that in the streets of Assisi, people are singing to each other across the empty squares, keeping 

their windows open so that those who are alone may hear the sounds of family around them.  

They say that a hotel in the west of Ireland is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound.  

Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her number through the neighborhood so 

that the elders may have someone to call on.  

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples are preparing to welcome and shelter the 

homeless, the sick, the weary. 

All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting.  

All over the world people are looking at their neighbors in a new way.  

All over the world people are waking up to a new reality to how big we really are.  

 To how little control we really have.  

 To what really matters.  

 To Love.  

So we pray and we remember that, Yes there is fear. But there does not have to be hate.  

Yes there is isolation. But there does not have to be loneliness.  

Yes there is panic buying. But there does not have to be meanness.  

Yes there is sickness. But there does not have to be disease of the soul  

Yes there is even death. But there can always be a rebirth of love.  

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.  

Today, Breathe. Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic.  

The birds are singing again, The sky is clearing, Spring is coming,  

And we are always encompassed by Love. Open the windows of your soul  

And though you may not be able to touch across the empty square, Sing! 

“Finding God in a Bag of Groceries” by Laura Willis 

Bookworms March Selection  

If your pantry was empty, your children hungry, your electricity cut off for 

nonpayment, and you saw no prospect of support, what would you do? For a 

decade in a rural Tennessee community, you went to a shabby building behind 

a church and found Laura Willis. Running a program to help the needy, Laura 

discovered a world of people she never knew: the lonely and unemployed, 

chronically poor families, and middle-class folks surprised to be struggling in a 

great recession. And to each, she offered a bag of groceries, a compassionate 

ear, and a heart of love. Taking a tiny food pantry and watching it grow to feed 

hundreds, Laura learned about her own hunger for God and began to discern her own spiritual 

directions, learning how her calling card—a bag of groceries—could be a gift to others and to 

herself of abundance and grace."  



 
Getting to Know Pastor John and 
Sheri Finn 
1. Tell us about your family. Pastor John and Sheri 

grew up in Western Pennsylvania, about 40 miles 

apart from each other. They met through 

volleyball. John played at Penn Hills High School 

in suburban Pittsburgh. Sheri’s Dad was the coach 

at Elderton High School in rural Armstrong County 

north of Pittsburgh. The two teams were bitter 

rivals, even though John’s school was 12 times 

larger than Sheri’s school. Sheri did not like John 

or his team at all. (Eventually that changed with 

some gentle persuasion from John). 

 

Pastor John has one brother, Ned. Three of his 

brothers died when they were very young. Sheri 

has one sister Blythe, and one brother, Tom.   

John and Sheri have two children: Patrick and his 

wife, Heather, and Shanna and her husband Dan; 

and one grandchild, Anya, with one, Quinn, on 

the way. 

 

Both John and Sheri are animal lovers with one 

dog, Buster and two cats, J.J. and Rory. 

 

2. Do you have any history of family relationships 

to Oak Chapel? We do not have any family ties to 

Oak Chapel, but we were members 1994-1997. 

 

3. What brought you to Oak Chapel UMC? John 

was appointed as Pastor July 1, 2019. 

 

4. What things do you like about Oak Chapel 

UMC? Everything! It is a wonderful church with 

outstanding people. There is a clear and distinct 

sense of reverence and holiness in the church. We 

just hope that we can help it grow in the years    

to come. 

 

5. Please share a favorite memory you have about 

Oak Chapel UMC? Pastor John remembers taking 

a group of our young people to Youth Annual 

Conference in 1997. We stuffed about 12 kids in 

our minivan — not a good idea at all — but 

through the grace of God we made it there and 

back safely. 

  

 

6. Please share any community activities or 

organizations you are involved in. Pastor John has 

been a member of the Kiwanis Club of Wooster 

since 1996. He also served on the Board of the 

Boys & Girls Club (2014-2019). In addition, he is a 

volunteer with Meals Together, a group that serves 

a meal once a week at the Wooster UMC, and a 

volunteer chaplain at Wooster Hospital, filling in 

as needed once or twice a month. 

 

7. What are your hobbies and interests? Pastor 

John is heavily involved in coaching volleyball, 

including serving as head coach at Triway High 

School. He also does part-time work with local 

media: MCTV, WQKT, and The Daily Record. 

Sheri enjoys various crafts and has a beautiful    

alto voice. 

 

8. What are your favorite foods? Both Pastor John 

and Sheri like pizza, spaghetti, and other Italian 

dishes. John also enjoys Chipotle, while Sheri likes 

El Campesino. 

 

9. If you could have dinner with anyone, living or 

deceased, who would it be? We would probably 

both say Billy Graham. Sheri would probably add 

Mr. Rogers. 

  

10. Where have you lived in your lifetime? We 

spent the first 28 years of our life living in Western 

Pennsylvania and the past 36 here in Wooster, 

which has become for us our home. 

  

11. Where have you traveled in your lifetime? Our 

trips have been pretty modest, usually to a beach. 

(New Jersey, North Carolina, Maryland, etc.) We 

have made a number of trips to Syracuse (just 

wonderful in the winter) in recent years to visit our 

son, daughter-in-law, and granddaughter. Pastor 

John has made only one international trip — to 

Taiwan to attend the Kiwanis annual convention 

in 2001. 

  

12. Anything else you would like to share? We feel 

incredibly blessed to be at Oak Chapel. It is like a 

dream come true. We love everything about the 

church and the people. We hope to help the 

church grow. Blessings and best wishes to all! 

Psalm 27: "The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 

of my life: of whom shall I be afraid?" In the midst of uncertainly and anxiety, the Lord is indeed 

our salvation and stronghold and we can cling to that.   



 

To God’s church at Oak Chapel, 

“to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus and 

called as saints, with all those in every place who 

call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, theirs 

and ours. Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor 1:2-3, CSB. 

These are the words Paul wrote to the church 

at Corinth, but they can as easily be written to the 

church at Oak Chapel. He went on to say in    

verse 4: “I always thank my God for you because 

of God’s grace given to you in Christ Jesus.” 

At the beginning of Lent, who would have 

thought that less than three weeks later we would 

be giving up Sunday School, Worship, Lenten 

Study, et cetera? The COVID-19 SARS 2 pandemic 

is having a noticeable impact on our daily lives, 

which includes being “quarantined” from our 

church. The new social distancing requirement is a 

societal issue, not a spiritual issue. During this 

trying time, do not let social distancing contribute 

to spiritual distancing. Be thankful! If this was 

leprosy and we were living several millennia ago, 

we would clearly feel the full effect of isolation 

and social distancing. 

Now, here’s what you’ve been waiting for, the 

financial perspective: I believe God has been 

preparing Oak Chapel for this situation. We have a 

great pastor, strong roots, and a reviving 

congregation. We also have a financial situation 

that’s better than we had a few years ago. 

First, we ended 2019 on a very positive 

financial note, which provided a $10,000 

carryover to 2020. This is important because 

donations during the first three months of the year 

typically lag expenses. January and February 

donations were as expected (about 80%). March is 

TBD, but we had two normal Sundays and some 

people are already mailing in their donations. 

Therefore, we should be good through the end of 

March. 

Second, from January 2014 through 

December 2018, we were setting aside funds for 

an emergency. We stopped a year ago because 

donations were declining. After paying for an 

$1,100 boiler repair in June 2017, we have 

about a 1-month emergency fund. It’s not Dave 

Ramsey’s recommended 3-6 month emergency 

fund, but it’s a start and it’s available. 

Third, we received an endowment of stock 

in September 2018. The stock pays dividends 

quarterly with the intent that it be used for 

General Fund expenses. Since we have not had 

the donation income recently to set aside funds 

for the emergency fund, we have been saving 

the dividend payments as a supplemental 

emergency fund. These dividends now equal 

about a 1-month emergency fund too. 

Fourth, we are renting the parsonage, which 

means we do not have to bear all of the costs of 

ownership. In fact, we are currently in the black 

(all of our expenses have been covered by the 

rent). This provides considerable relief to the 

General Fund. 

Bottom Line: There is no need for drastic 

financial action at this time. We will continue to 

be judicious with the funds donated to Oak 

Chapel. I would encourage you to mail your 

tithe to the church until we have the 

opportunity to worship together again and add 

our tithes to the offering plate in person. If 

you’re a weekly donor, consider combining two 

or more weeks (paying a larger amount less 

often) so the volunteers counting and tracking 

the money don’t need to spend as much time at 

the church performing this administrative task. 

Above all, give thanks to God for Oak Chapel! 

Pray for its pastor and people. Be encouraged; 

we will be back in the pews soon enough. 

 

Stuart Mykrantz 

Chairman, Finance Committee 

Even though we are unable to meet together physically, it is important for us to continue to remain connected 

with our faith community. If you would like to share a prayer request or a brief story of how you see God at 

work among us, please e-mail that information to the church office to be included in our  weekly update. 

oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

jfinn@wooster.edu              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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