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The Parable of the Cat and the Caterpillar and when people candét c¢commi

We all know that Jesus spoke to his disciples resolve anything.
(and, by extension, to us) through parablesfi As disciples of Christ, we need to be more
simple stories that communicate a moral or aware of and committed to the importance of
spiritual |l esson. I cert ai rnclisp, clehn, oléat conpmursEcatiors I§we ltduld just
wisdom, but | did want to share a few stories from talk things through, we could resolve many of the
Oak Chapel that may have meaning for all of us. misunderstandings and disagreements that we

encounter before they become raging sources of

The Chaotic Case of the Capricious Cat division.

Even the best laid plans can sometimes go Thatds a |l esson we probab
awry, foiled by the most unlikely of characters. time ago, but it took a feline to truly reveal it, or

On October 20, right in the middle of the as we might say, oto |l et t|
ser mon, a muffled Omeowd was heard from
behind the choir section. Aware that a cat had The Confusing Crawl of the Curious Caterpillar
been spotted in the sanctuary earlier in the week, Not long ago, as | prepared to leave the
the perplexed pastor probably should have church office, something i
ignored the faint groan. Instead, he acknowledged strange caught my eye. A
it, and thkhewmwlal 6 0hooake | o obsreybrownandblack

Compassionate members of the congregation caterpillar was making its
sprang into action, and after 90 minutes of way up the brick entrance
coaxing and cajoling, the unintended visitor was toward the concrete cross
safely escorted out the door, where it joyfully that stood above. It was a
sprinted to freedom. long and arduous passage,

What can we learn and the cater

from such an making very good progress,
episode? Well, the but the determination was certainly worth noting.
more | thought | decided to do some quick and easy research
about it, the more | about caterpillars on the Internet, and | learned
realized how often that they can either become butterflies or moths.
those who are in | &m not sure how the proce:
trouble either reject, of like us. We can choose to follow God or not
or dondt know topbutwhatever we decide, there is always a way
to accept the help back to him, even if it seems like an uphill
that is being offered. journey.
Usually, there is a | admired that mighty caterpillar as he (or she)
breakdown in made its way to the daunting brick wall. Often for
communication. In this case a feral cat has no us, life can be like a giant brick wallfii a huge
interest in a conversation with an imposing obstaclefi but through faith, hope, courage,
human, but even when people who speak the encouragement, and assurance, we persist and
same language find themselves in this situation, ultimately reach the foot of the cross where we
there is a lack of communicationi not because rekindle our relationship and prepare for a
they candt , but often becauwseeunweo nwoi nnd tt.h eDigsltorrus to,f Hi
anxiety, and a number of other emotions often e
impede or even prevent open communication, /Bwj}[_ #71/‘/,_)

Pastor’John Finn



What do the candles in our Adven

The Advent wreath was originally a German and Scandinavian home devotional practice used to mark
the four weeks of Advent. Although many symbols have been attributed to it since that time, it was
originally intended as a way to mark the Advent season and the weeks until Christmas.

Families would light a candle for each past week and the current week at their dinner or evening time

of prayer. The configuration of candles, whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither did the

color of the candles (all colors are used in homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking of time
and the increase of light each week in the face of increasing darkness as the winter solstice approached.

As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations on Sundays in some places in Europe and
America beginning in the late 19th century, adaptations were needed for the larger worship spaces.
Candles needed to be larger and more specialized than the "daily candles" handmade or purchased for
home use. They also needed to be more uniform in color to fit with other decor in the sanctuary.

Purple (and more recently blue) has become the basic color of the candles to coordinate with color of
the paramentsused during this season.

As Advent wreaths changed from practical private use to the more symbolic context of public worship,
it became important for the candles to have meaning rather than simply mark time and add light.
Ceremonies were developed around the lighting of the candles each week.

In time there was an effort, largely spurred by church supply houses that sold the special candles and
wreaths, to provide a particular meaning to each candle. The themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace
became popular, based on scriptures from the oneyear lectionaries used at that time. However, the
historic theme of Advent is more broad and deep than any one-word theme can capture.

So what are we to say, then, about the meaning of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw
meaning from its original home use: to mark time while increasing light. Advent, the first season of the

Christian year, is all/l about time. We await the day
doesnot need the sun or the moon to shine on it, be
Lamb. 6 At Christmas we celebrate that in Christ, oT
into the worlddé (John 1:9).



http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-paraments

On December 13 and 14
aveywill head to Valley
Head, West Virginia to
share Christmas with
the children there. Through the years we have built
a relationship with those in need in this
Appalachian community. This would not have

been possible without the generous support of the

Advent Bible Study
Go from oBah, Humbug! o
Advent and a Merry Christmas.

L Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in
dire need of a second chance.
Is redemption possible for

such a greedy, dark, and sad members of our church congregation. We
: character?7he Redemption of welcome volunteers who are interested in
B} Scrooge by Matt Rawle, attending the event in West Virginia. We leave
L shows us how the teachings of Friday afternoon and return Saturday early
SIVWiEa e sus can be foundeveiingg Di ckenséo
Christmas classic. From the Thanks to all who are helping with our Mt.
ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the Vision Christmas by purchasing gifts for the

present, and the resurrection of Christmas children of Valley Head, West Virginia. Wrapped

future, this Advent stud ifts\mOWIdbeb@%nttgtgiﬁh“rﬁ%wsé”\??’r y
S

. . . ecember 8 with, the %lel ow pfirmly attache
oneo and reinvigorate our ourne

S I u . y
. . on the Butsille! Thefe % Wrapbirny Pabet
as we look at this familiar story through the plp g pap

downstairs if you need some.

lens of faith. The remainder of our efforts, as a committee,
will be to support individuals or groups in the
Pastor John will be offering this three week congregation as they reach out to others in our
Bible Study during Advent. The study be held community and beyond. If you or your committee
on Wednesday evenings beginning on has an outreach project you would like help with
December 4. A light meal will be served at please contact Pam Domer, Outreach Committee
5:30 pm each evening, with the study lasting Chair and we will be glad to help.
until 6:45 pm.

Caroling to Shut-Ins

Join us on December 22.

We leave the church parking lot at 1:00 pm.
And return about 4:30.

Music provided. Bring a SMILE!

Health and Wellness Corner ~ PNEUMONIA
Pneumonia is an infection of the lungs caused by bacteria, viruses, or fungi.

When you have pneumonia, the lungs become inflamed and the air sacs fill with mucous causing
congestion and trouble breathing.

The lungs get oxygen into your blood and remove carbon dioxide which is the waste product of oxygen.
Inflammation in the airway due to infection makes breathing more difficult and causes shortness of breath.

Pneumonia is a very serious illness and can be life threatening. 50,000 Americans die from Pneumonia
every year and over one million are hospitalized for treatment.

Pneumonia is contagious if the cause is bacteria or a virus. With bacteria, you are contagious for 48 hours
after starting antibiotics or if viral, when you have been without a fever for 48 hours.

There is a Pneumonia vaccine available for help in preventing Pneumonia. You should talk to your doctor
about this if you are 65 or older.



December 2 at 7:00 p.m.

loY If you are interested in an

1 evening of fun and fellowship

L4 plan to join us on the first

k Monday of each month for Art
-y and Soul. No special talent in

needed, just a willingness to try new things and

enjoy each otherds company

project will be led by Cathy Shallenberger. We
will have the opportunity to make a Christmas/
Winter project using wooden spoons, and
January is the perfect time to get out of the cold
and tap into your creative side. See you
December 2 and January 6 at 7:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall.

)Janice Kaser has volunteered
| to look after our Little library.

Mends B iis ®exdtnbeald t UNITED METHODIST
and January 11 at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men
and boys are welcome on the
second Saturday monthly.

United Methodist Men are collecting Our Family
labeld PleasehBIS theTrFHy putting labels in the

basket in the narthex.

The Membership Care
Committee will be
planning events outside of
the church for the
congregation to attend and
enjoy! If anyone has any ideas please let Rosie
Troutman know.

# She will monitor its use and
add books as needed.
Thank You, Janice.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays& 3
Annive sarles :

9
11

DECEMBERBIRTHDAYS 12

2 Joanne Jolliff 17

Janice Kaser &3 18

7 Cyndy Boyer | i 21

9 Alice Giffin v 24
10 Jen Moser 17/;

26

24 Alison Flanagan I 26
Carol Gossage * gg

DECEMBERANNIVERSARIES 30
5 Cindy and Stuart Mykrantz
14 Donna and David Anderson
22 Brianna and Will Lockhart

31 Ann and Wayne Kahrig

2
4

Jennifer Adair
Cheryl Rastetter
Cindy Mykrantz
Mark Ritchey
Shannon Mark
Darrell Moser
Marie Houghton
Elliot Miller
Dave Zech
Simon Kitchen
Roger Burckhart
Carol Gasser
Paul Schaffter
Natalie Bunt
Bob Martin

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

Joanne and Kate Jolliff
Jamie and Tyler Jarvis

Wish your neighbor a happy day!

This information comes from our
Please contact the church office if

membership database.
there are any corrections.

WIPE YOUR SHOES

+ BEFORE

’/” YOU ENTER

Something to Remember

This Winter!
(To the tune of Three Blind Mice)

Wipe your feet

Wipe your feet

Wipe them once again

Wipe them once again

When you leave the snow
and the ice outdoors,

You won't make puddles all
over the floors.

The Custodian once again
implores,

Please Wipe Your Feet!

From our Custodian,
Miriam Zech






