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The Parable of the Cat and the Caterpillar
We all know that Jesus spoke to his disciples
(and, by extension, to us) through parables —
simple stories that communicate a moral or
spiritual lesson. I certainly don’t possess his
wisdom, but I did want to share a few stories from
Oak Chapel that may have meaning for all of us.
The Chaotic Case of the Capricious Cat
Even the best laid plans can sometimes go
awry, foiled by the most unlikely of characters.
On October 20, right in the middle of the
sermon, a muffled “meow” was heard from
behind the choir section. Aware that a cat had
been spotted in the sanctuary earlier in the week,
the perplexed pastor probably should have
ignored the faint groan. Instead, he acknowledged
it, and then all “you-know-what” broke loose.
Compassionate members of the congregation
sprang into action, and after 90 minutes of
coaxing and cajoling, the unintended visitor was
safely escorted out the door, where it joyfully
sprinted to freedom.
What can we learn
from such an
episode? Well, the
more I thought
about it, the more I
realized how often
those who are in
trouble either reject,
or don’t know how
to accept the help
that is being offered.
Usually, there is a
breakdown in
communication. In this case a feral cat has no
interest in a conversation with an imposing
human, but even when people who speak the
same language find themselves in this situation,
there is a lack of communication — not because
they can’t, but often because we won’t. Distrust,
anxiety, and a number of other emotions often
impede or even prevent open communication,

and when people can’t communicate, they can’t
resolve anything.
As disciples of Christ, we need to be more
aware of and committed to the importance of
crisp, clean, clear communication. If we could just
talk things through, we could resolve many of the
misunderstandings and disagreements that we
encounter before they become raging sources of
division.
That’s a lesson we probably learned a long
time ago, but it took a feline to truly reveal it, or
as we might say, “to let the cat out of the bag.”
The Confusing Crawl of the Curious Caterpillar
Not long ago, as I prepared to leave the
church office, something
strange caught my eye. A
burley brown and black
caterpillar was making its
way up the brick entrance
toward the concrete cross
that stood above. It was a
long and arduous passage,
and the caterpillar wasn’t
making very good progress,
but the determination was certainly worth noting.
I decided to do some quick and easy research
about caterpillars on the Internet, and I learned
that they can either become butterflies or moths.
I’m not sure how the process works, but it’s kind
of like us. We can choose to follow God or not
to, but whatever we decide, there is always a way
back to him, even if it seems like an uphill
journey.
I admired that mighty caterpillar as he (or she)
made its way to the daunting brick wall. Often for
us, life can be like a giant brick wall — a huge
obstacle — but through faith, hope, courage,
encouragement, and assurance, we persist and
ultimately reach the foot of the cross where we
rekindle our relationship and prepare for a
reunion in the glory of His Father’s Kingdom.

Pastor John Finn

What do the candles in our Advent wreath mean?
The Advent wreath was originally a German and Scandinavian home devotional practice used to mark
the four weeks of Advent. Although many symbols have been attributed to it since that time, it was
originally intended as a way to mark the Advent season and the weeks until Christmas.
Families would light a candle for each past week and the current week at their dinner or evening time
of prayer. The configuration of candles, whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither did the
color of the candles (all colors are used in homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking of time
and the increase of light each week in the face of increasing darkness as the winter solstice approached.
As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations on Sundays in some places in Europe and
America beginning in the late 19th century, adaptations were needed for the larger worship spaces.
Candles needed to be larger and more specialized than the "daily candles" handmade or purchased for
home use. They also needed to be more uniform in color to fit with other decor in the sanctuary.
Purple (and more recently blue) has become the basic color of the candles to coordinate with color of
the paraments used during this season.
As Advent wreaths changed from practical private use to the more symbolic context of public worship,
it became important for the candles to have meaning rather than simply mark time and add light.
Ceremonies were developed around the lighting of the candles each week.
In time there was an effort, largely spurred by church supply houses that sold the special candles and
wreaths, to provide a particular meaning to each candle. The themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace
became popular, based on scriptures from the one-year lectionaries used at that time. However, the
historic theme of Advent is more broad and deep than any one-word theme can capture.
So what are we to say, then, about the meaning of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw
meaning from its original home use: to mark time while increasing light. Advent, the first season of the
Christian year, is all about time. We await the day described in Revelation 21:23 when, “The city
doesn’t need the sun or the moon to shine on it, because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the
Lamb.” At Christmas we celebrate that in Christ, “The true light that shines on all people was coming
into the world” (John 1:9).

On December 13 and 14
we will head to Valley
Head, West Virginia to
share Christmas with
the children there. Through the years we have built
a relationship with those in need in this
Appalachian community. This would not have
been possible without the generous support of the
members of our church congregation. We
welcome volunteers who are interested in
attending the event in West Virginia. We leave
Friday afternoon and return Saturday early
evening.
Thanks to all who are helping with our Mt.
Vision Christmas by purchasing gifts for the
children of Valley Head, West Virginia. Wrapped
gifts should be brought to the church by Sunday,
December 8 with the yellow slip firmly attached
on the outside. There is wrapping paper
downstairs if you need some.
The remainder of our efforts, as a committee,
will be to support individuals or groups in the
congregation as they reach out to others in our
community and beyond. If you or your committee
has an outreach project you would like help with
please contact Pam Domer, Outreach Committee
Chair and we will be glad to help.

Advent Bible Study

Go from “Bah, Humbug!” to a Blessed
Advent and a Merry Christmas.
Ebenezer Scrooge is a man in
dire need of a second chance.
Is redemption possible for
such a greedy, dark, and sad
character? The Redemption of
Scrooge, by Matt Rawle,
shows us how the teachings of
Jesus can be found in Dickens’
Christmas classic. From the
ghosts of Christmas past, to the Life of the
present, and the resurrection of Christmas
future, this Advent study will “bless us every
one” and reinvigorate our spiritual journeys
as we look at this familiar story through the
lens of faith.
Pastor John will be offering this three week
Bible Study during Advent. The study be held
on Wednesday evenings beginning on
December 4. A light meal will be served at
5:30 pm each evening, with the study lasting
until 6:45 pm.

Caroling to Shut-Ins
Join us on December 22.
We leave the church parking lot at 1:00 pm.
And return about 4:30.
Music provided. Bring a SMILE!


Health and Wellness Corner ~ PNEUMONIA



Pneumonia is an infection of the lungs caused by bacteria, viruses, or fungi.



When you have pneumonia, the lungs become inflamed and the air sacs fill with mucous causing
congestion and trouble breathing.



The lungs get oxygen into your blood and remove carbon dioxide which is the waste product of oxygen.



Inflammation in the airway due to infection makes breathing more difficult and causes shortness of breath.



Pneumonia is a very serious illness and can be life threatening. 50,000 Americans die from Pneumonia
every year and over one million are hospitalized for treatment.



Pneumonia is contagious if the cause is bacteria or a virus. With bacteria, you are contagious for 48 hours
after starting antibiotics or if viral, when you have been without a fever for 48 hours.



There is a Pneumonia vaccine available for help in preventing Pneumonia. You should talk to your doctor
about this if you are 65 or older.

December 2 at 7:00 p.m.
If you are interested in an
evening of fun and fellowship
plan to join us on the first
Monday of each month for Art
and Soul. No special talent in
needed, just a willingness to try new things and
enjoy each other’s company. Our December
project will be led by Cathy Shallenberger. We
will have the opportunity to make a Christmas/
Winter project using wooden spoons, and
January is the perfect time to get out of the cold
and tap into your creative side. See you
December 2 and January 6 at 7:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall.

Janice Kaser has volunteered
to look after our Little library.
She will monitor its use and
add books as needed.
Thank You, Janice.

Men’s Breakfast is December 14
and January 11 at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men
and boys are welcome on the
second Saturday monthly.

United Methodist Men are collecting Our Family
labels. Please help the men by putting labels in the
basket in the narthex.

The Membership Care
Committee will be

planning events outside of
the church for the
congregation to attend and
enjoy! If anyone has any ideas please let Rosie
Troutman know.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Joanne Jolliff
Janice Kaser
7 Cyndy Boyer
9 Alice Giffin
10 Jen Moser
24 Alison Flanagan
Carol Gossage

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
5
14
22
31

Cindy and Stuart Mykrantz
Donna and David Anderson
Brianna and Will Lockhart
Ann and Wayne Kahrig

3
5
6
9
11
12
17
18
21
24
26
26
26
28
30

Jennifer Adair
Cheryl Rastetter
Cindy Mykrantz
Mark Ritchey
Shannon Mark
Darrell Moser
Marie Houghton
Elliot Miller
Dave Zech
Simon Kitchen
Roger Burckhart
Carol Gasser
Paul Schaffter
Natalie Bunt
Bob Martin

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
2 Joanne and Kate Jolliff
4 Jamie and Tyler Jarvis

Wish your neighbor a happy day!

This information comes from our membership database.
Please contact the church office if there are any corrections.

Something to Remember
This Winter!

(To the tune of Three Blind Mice)

Wipe your feet
Wipe your feet
Wipe them once again
Wipe them once again
When you leave the snow
and the ice outdoors,
You won't make puddles all
over the floors.
The Custodian once again
implores,
Please Wipe Your Feet!
From our Custodian,
Miriam Zech

Oak Chapel will be
ringing bells for
Salvation Army on
December 14 at
Save-A-Lot Grocery.
Come and Visit!

People to People

On the first Sunday of the
month, please remember to
bring in non-perishable items to
support those in need in our
area through the People to
People Ministries. Our
collection each month, which
coordinates with the celebration of our Lord’s
Supper, is an opportunity for you to
share in the blessings God has given
you with those in need. Many
Thanks to Connie Reed for
delivering these gifts to People to People.

Welcome Center Staffing

December 1 & 8 ~ Roger Burckhart
December 15, 22, 29 ~ Connie Reed
January ~ Sandy Hower
Our Welcome Team is a group of
dedicated individuals who staff the
Welcome Center each Sunday morning
before worship. Won’t you help us with
this important ministry of the church?
Contact Carol Gossage for more
information and to sign up.

Christmas Musical Tour
Sunday, December 15

This event features a classically
trained musician who will
sing/lead the group in excerpts
of 30 popular Christmas
Carols/Hymns in 30 minutes.
It will begin as we wrap up
the Fellowship Dinner that
day. A free will offering will

Advent Happenings
Mark Your Calendars!
December 1—First Sunday of Advent—Green
We invite you to wear the color of Christmas each week.
December 4— Supper—5:30 pm
Advent Bible Study 6:00 pm—

Go from “Bah, Humbug!” to a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas.

December 8—Second Sunday of Advent—Purple

Christmas Musical Tour

December 11—Supper—5:30 pm
Advent Bible Study—6:00 pm

December 18—Supper—5:30 pm
Advent Bible Study—6:00 pm

December 13/14—Trip to Valley Head WV

December 22—Fourth Sunday of Advent—Blue
Caroling to Shut-Ins—1:00 pm

December 14—Salvation Army Bell ringing
December 15—Third Sunday of Advent—Red
Fellowship Lunch

December 24—Christmas Eve—White
Worship Service—7:00 pm
December 29—Gold

Can’t sleep? Tired of counting sheep? Try reading about apportionments instead!
The top line (Budget) is the amount approved by our Administrative Council and submitted to
the Charge Conference for planned expenditures each year. These figures include
apportionments. The reduction to our 2020 budget is because we are not paying health benefits
or parsonage utilities and paying a smaller amount for pension benefits and pastor’s salary.
The Total Expenses (TExpenses) line reflects the actual amount spent each year. Year 2014 stands
out because TExpenses exceeded the Budget. This was due to our capital project to pave the
parking lot. Starting in 2017, you can see that our expenditures have been less than the budget
line, a result of an income shortfall. 2019 data will be available in January 2020; it will be used
to calculate our 2021 apportionments.
The Apportionments Expenses (AExpenses) line reflects those expenditures used to calculate our
apportionments. We do not pay apportionments on things like benevolent giving, pastor’s
pension or health benefits, pastor’s travel reimbursements or capital expenditures.
Apportionments line shows the calculated Conference and District apportionments. We will see
the full effect of a part-time pastor (no parsonage utilities and a lower salary) in our 2020
expenses and subsequently, our 2022 apportionments.
The Amount Paid (Amt. Paid) line shows how much of the yearly apportionments were paid.
We were at 100% through 2016, about $1,500 short in 2017, and then significantly short in
2018. We will start seeing that trend reverse this year.

The Membership Care Committee
will be preparing gift bags for shut
-ins to be distributed with
Christmas Caroling. We are asking

for cookies to be donated for the
gift bags and to have them at the
church by Friday, December 20. Thank you in

advance for your generous donations.
The Committee has a list of homebound
members who are visited by one of the
committee members on a regular basis.
Please contact Christy Rickard with any
member needs, 330-264-3830.
Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate
getting meals to those members of our church
who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an
area where you could help, such as cooking or
delivering, please call Cheryl at 330-262-9369.
We look forward to caring for our church
members with a caring and compassionate
attitude looking to God for guidance.
Blood pressure screenings are now being
offered every Sunday after worship. If you would
like your blood pressure checked, please see
Phyllis Weaver, Christy Rickard, or Rosie
Troutman and we will be happy to check your
blood pressure.
Please contact Christy Rickard if you have a
request for speaker topics that would be of
interest.

Acorn Submissions:
The next issue is February 2020.
The deadline is January 15.

Around the world, girls and
women resort to using rags,
mattress stuffing, banana leaves,
feathers, and even cow dung to
manage their menstruation. Days
for Girls provides a safe,
beautiful, washable, and long-lasting alternative,
along with vital health education. Oak Chapel in
partnership with Apple Creek UMW is now an
official Days for Girls Team. We are sewing
shields, liners and bags on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of the month. We welcome anyone
who would be willing to help. No special skills
or equipment necessary, just show up anytime
between 1:00 and 3:00 pm. We meet in the
room directly across from the office.

Spiritual
Growth

Weekday Bible Studies

The Monday morning Bible
Study will begin a study of
PETER Fisherman and
Shepherd of the Church by
Stephen J. Binz on January 6.
This contemporary study uses the age old
tradition of lectio divina to study scripture,
which includes:
Reading the text with a listening ear
Reflecting on the meaning and message of
the text
Praying in response to God’s word
Quietly resting in God
Faithful witness in daily life
Please consider being a part of this group that
meets each Monday morning at 9:30 am in the
SingMar room next to the office.

Bookworms—The United Methodist

Women’s Reading Program offers a wide
variety of books to read and discuss as a
group. Bookworms, our local chapter of this
program, meets on the fourth Thursday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. in the SingMar room. We
will meet again January 23. For January we will
read “Coffee Tea and Holy Water” by Amanda
Hudson. It takes the reader on an armchair tour
of Christianity in our world and across borders
and other continents. See Sandy Hower with
any questions or suggestions for a book to read.

United Methodist Women

Our final meeting of the year will
be on Tuesday, December 3 at
7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. This
will be a combined Pledge Service and Installation
of Officers event. Plan to bring the pledges you
made for this year (if you have not already done so)
and consider making a pledge to mission for the
upcoming year. Our Pledge to Mission helps build
hospitals, schools, libraries and play areas. Through
it we advocate for education, maternal and child
health, disaster relief, basic and advanced skills
training, opportunities for leadership development
and spiritual growth, changes needed in public
policy and reflection on whether we are just and
green in our lifestyles. This service is always very
meaningful and a wonderful way to refocus and
renew your commitment to service in Christ’s name
and to meet your greet your new UMW officers for
the coming year.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
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