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Chili Cookoff 

Be sure to circle Saturday, February 1, on your 

calendar, and make plans to join us for our annual 

Chili Cookoff. Sample a delicious assortment of 

chili recipes, and feel free to enter a recipe of your 

own. There are cash prizes for the top three 

recipes. The festivities begin at 5:30 in Fellowship 

Hall. Please join us, and bring a guest (or two) as 

well. Last year’s winner will make enough great 

chili for everyone to enjoy for supper. 

Lenten Preparation 

The season of Lent is almost upon us, and we 

are beginning to make plans for this important 

period of preparation. Among the activities 

proposed is a joint Ash Wednesday service with 

New Pittsburg United Methodist Church on 

February 26, which would be held in their 

sanctuary. We are also planning Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and, of course, Easter 

Sunday Services at Oak Chapel. In addition, there 

will be a rotating Sunday evening service during 

Lent with Moreland, New Pittsburg, and Church 

of the Cross. We are also planning a Lenten study 

series. So as you can see, there will be plenty of 

opportunities for spiritual growth and enrichment. 

Summer Fun 

We are hoping to rekindle our Vacation Bible 

School with a unique approach. Our plan is to 

hold a two-day carnival in our parking lot with 

games and refreshments, as well as important 

Bible lessons — all free of charge to everyone in 

our community. We are still early in the planning 

stages, but if you would like to become involved 

with the project, please let us know. 

Parting Thought 

In all that we say and do, let us remember the 

ABCs of Christian Discipleship as we seek to be 

Accommodating, Benevolent, and Compassionate. 

More on this topic to come. Stay tuned… 

 

 

 

Pastor John Finn 

January tends to be the least favorite month of 

most people because of the cold weather and 

reduced daylight, but, hey, we’re on our way to 

February, so let’s get excited as we move forward 

in this special year of vision. 

May we be ever mindful of the new and 

exciting endeavors our church has launched as we 

look to grow in number and extend our reach 

across our community and beyond.  

Along the way, Sheri and I offer our sincere 

blessings and best wishes for a Happy, Healthy, 

and Holy 2020. 

  Providing Pastoral Care 

One of the more appealing aspects of the 

United Methodist Church is its openness. Our 

hearts, our minds, and our doors are always open 

and inviting to those who come to visit.  

Likewise, I want to be sure that everyone 

knows that the door to the Pastor’s office is also 

always open and inviting. Pastoral care is an 

essential aspect of Christian ministry, so if you 

have a question, a concern, a problem, or a 

burden, please know that you are always welcome 

to discuss it in a safe space that is both welcoming 

and non-judgmental. We certainly don’t have all 

the answers, but through prayer and Scripture, we 

can take the first steps toward clarity, comfort, and 

healing.  

Stop in during office hours (Monday-Thursday, 

9 a.m.-Noon), or call to set up an appointment so 

we can be sure that the appropriate staff is 

available to ensure your comfort level and that of 

the pastor. 

A Piece of the Tree  

If you have not yet picked up a memento from 

the Grand Old Oak Tree, please be sure to do so. 

Our Trustees have done a fabulous job in cutting 

the wood and creating a keepsake that includes 

the church’s name as well as a cross, from which 

the core of the tree naturally radiates. Once this 

supply is exhausted that will be it, so grab yours 

today! There are also plans to consider other uses  

for the wood from the tree. Our thanks to Kim 

Domer for heading up that committee. If you 

would like to become involved in that endeavor, 

or if you have a creative idea, please contact Kim. 



 

February 3 at 7:00 p.m. 

If you are interested in an 

evening of fun and fellowship 

plan to join us on the first 

Monday of each month for Art 

and Soul. No special talent is 

needed, just a willingness to try new things and 

enjoy each other’s company. Our February 

project will be making Valentine cards to share 

with shut-ins. Supplies will be provided. See you 

February 3 at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  

The Membership Care 

Committee will be 

planning events outside of 

the church for the 

congregation to attend and 

enjoy! If anyone has any ideas please let Rosie 

Troutman know.  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Jeff Burckhart 

  Jay Hauser 

 4 Ewing Giffin 

 5 Terra Aten 

 6 Pete Bunt 

 14 Paul Kauffman 

 16 Cathy Shallenberger 

 23 Dick O’Hearn 

 24 Evelyn Silver 

 27 Kate Jolliff 

Wish your neighbor a 

happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database.  

Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections. 

United Methodist Men are collecting Our Family 

labels. Please help the men by putting labels in the 

basket in the narthex. 

Men’s Breakfast is February 8 at 

Green Leaf Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. 

All men and boys are welcome on 

the second Saturday monthly.  

Chili Cook-Off is February 1. See front-page article. 

Financial News: 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for 

budgeted expenses (December 2019): $1,465 

Received last month: 

12/01 - $2,136 12/08 - $3,755 

12/15 - $3,990 12/22 - $1,825 

12/24 - $1,350 12/29 - $1,960 

12/31 - $1,450 

  

As of 12/31/2019, we received about 225% of our 

budgeted income for the month of December and 

103% YTD. This is an amazing yearend result. 

Consequently, we were able to pay 100% of our 

2019 apportionments. 

  

Helping Hands Fund 2019 Q4 Report: 

Number Assisted: 1 

Amount Disbursed: $159.12  

 (Water utility assistance) 

Balance: $1,059.12 

People to People 

On the first Sunday of the 

month, please remember to 

bring in non-perishable items to 

support those in need in our 

area through the People to 

People Ministries. Our 

collection each month, which 

coordinates with the celebration of our Lord’s 

Supper, is an opportunity for you to 

share in the blessings God has given 

you with those in need. Many 

thanks to Connie Reed for delivering 

these gifts to People to People. 

The Way of Peace: Our Longing for Community  

Mission u 2020  ~ July 24-26, 2020   

University of Mount Union  Alliance, OH 

Mark Your calendars! 

The Spiritual Growth Study is “Finding Peace in an 

Anxious World.” 

Youth: “Managing Anxiety”   

Children: “Managing Our Emotions” 

New Study: “Pushout - The Criminalization of 

Black Girls in Schools” 

2nd Year Study: “Women United for Change: 150 

Years in Mission”  



 

Cindy Mykrantz and Robin 

Kitchen have designed a layette 

bundle that we would love to 

share in our neighborhood. 

Please let Cindy know who and where and she will 

deliver. OR come and pick up a layette bundle to 

deliver. They can be found in the classroom across 

from the church office. Or call Cindy Mykrantz. 

If you take a layette, please let Cindy know so she can 

replenish. Donations are welcome. 

Health and Wellness Corner ~ Alcoholism  

 Alcoholism is when a person has an addiction to 

alcohol and continues to drink alcohol even 

though it is damaging to their life.  

 Alcoholics often have problematic relationships 

with family and friends using alcohol as a coping 

mechanism.  

 Alcoholics also sometimes have difficulty with 

school, work, and other parts of their life. 

Alcoholism gets worse the longer a person 

continues to drink and can destroy health and can 

lead to death. 

 Alcoholism can occur at any age. One often craves 

alcohol, and often does not feel they have a 

drinking problem. 

 Alcoholics can recover with treatment and 

stopping drinking. Alcoholism is a family disease as 

it usually affects the whole family and treatment 

usually involves the family. 

 Alcoholism is genetic and is often caused by 

feelings or emotions that are difficult to process. 

Some people start drinking due to loneliness, 

depression, or guilt. 

 Alcoholism is a very serious disease and if not 

treated will damage the organs in the body. One 

of the most common diseases that alcohol can 

cause is cirrhosis of the liver. Alcohol can also cause 

confusion, dementia, kidney disease, and bleeding 

disorders.  

 Treatment for alcoholism is often done at an 

inpatient facility but can be in a controlled home 

setting also. Sobriety can be achieved. 

Welcome Center Staffing 
February ~ Tom Wheeler 

Our Welcome Team is a group of 

dedicated individuals who staff the  

Welcome Center each Sunday morning 

before worship. Won’t you help us with 

this important ministry of the church? 

Contact Carol Gossage for more 

information and to sign up. 

The Outreach 

Committee will 

once again be 

organizing 

quarterly trips to Eastbrook Mission Barn, 

and our annual trip to Valley Head West 

Virginia for Christmas. We will also be 

sponsoring a Community Impact Day in 

June. Information about these and other 

outreach opportunities will be shared in 

future editions of the Acorn. 

The remainder of our efforts, as a 

committee, will be to support individuals 

or groups in the congregation as they reach 

out to others in our community and 

beyond. If you or your committee has an 

outreach project you would like help with 

please contact Pam Domer, Outreach 

Committee Chair, and we will be glad      

to help. 

Bookworms—The United 

Methodist Women’s Reading 

Program offers a wide variety of 

books to read and discuss as a 

group. Bookworms, our local chapter of this 

program, meets on the fourth Thursday of 

each month at 7:00 p.m. in the SingMar 

room. For February we will read “Just 

Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption” 

by Bryan Stevenson. See Sandy Hower with 

suggestions for a book to read or any 

questions.  



 

The Membership Care Committee  

prepared 13 Christmas gift bags for 

homebound members of our 

congregation to be distributed with 

Christmas Caroling. Thank you for 

your generous donations of cookies 

and other gifts. 

The Committee has a list of homebound 

members who are visited by one of the committee 

members on a regular basis.  

Please contact Christy Rickard with any member 

needs, 330-264-3830. 

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate getting 

meals to those members of our church who have 

been ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where 

you could help, such as cooking or delivering, please 

call Cheryl at 330-262-9369. 

We look forward to caring for our church 

members with a caring and compassionate attitude 

looking to God for guidance.  

Blood pressure screenings are now being offered 

every Sunday after worship. If you would like your 

blood pressure checked, please see Phyllis Weaver, 

Christy Rickard, or Rosie Troutman and we will be 

happy to check your blood pressure.  

Please contact Christy Rickard if you have a 

request for speaker topics that would be of interest. 

Around the world, girls and women resort to using rags, mattress stuffing, banana leaves, 

feathers, and even cow dung to manage their menstruation. Days for Girls provides a safe, 

beautiful, washable, and long-lasting alternative, along with vital health education. Oak 

Chapel in partnership with Apple Creek UMW is now an official Days for Girls Team. We are 

sewing shields, liners and bags on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. We welcome 

anyone who would be willing to help. No special skills or equipment necessary, just show up 

anytime between 1:00 and 3:00 pm. We meet in the room directly across from the office. 

As United Methodist 

Women does some changing 

in leadership, I thought as 

the out-going treasurer, I 

would give a quick summary and give us a pat 

on the back. In 2019, Oak Chapel Women 

disbursed approximately $2607 in direct 

contributions to various local and conference 

charity/mission groups, and $2020 to the 

Conference as our Pledge To Mission (paid in 

full). This was accomplished by the work of 

ALL of us! From individual pledges and 

contributions, to our fundraising through the 

Bazaar, glass candy, and meals. The Morning 

Circle, Bookworms and Prayer Shawl groups 

have been busy and the New Baby Layette 

ministry has begun. I think 2019 was a very 

good year! 

  

Pam Domer and I are switching offices this 

year. Pam is the new Treasurer and I am the 

new President. Keep us in your prayers as we, 

and all of the other officers and committee 

chairwomen learn how to navigate through 

our new responsibilities. Let's work toward a 

terrific 2020. 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study began a study of PETER; 

Fisherman and Shepherd of 

the Church by Stephen J. Binz 

on January 6. This 

contemporary study uses the age old tradition 

of lectio divina to study scripture, which 

includes: 

Reading the text with a listening ear 

Reflecting on the meaning and message of 

the text 

Praying in response to God’s word 

Quietly resting in God 

Faithful witness in daily life 

It’s not too late to consider being a part of this 

group that meets each Monday morning at 

9:30 am in the SingMar room. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

 Acorn Submissions:  

The next issue is March 2020.  

The deadline is February 15.  
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

jfinn@wooster.edu              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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