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Let ‘Light Shine Out of the Darkness’
This Lenten Season

I probably shouldn’t admit this, but I’ve never
been a big fan of Lent. It’s long, cold, dark, sad,
and sorrowful. Perhaps part of my discomfort is
rooted in my Catholic upbringing at a time when
we were encouraged to “give something up” for
six weeks every year. My list almost always
included soft drinks, chocolate cake, bubble gum,
and various other sweets (which speaks volumes
about my adolescent diet). It might not seem like
much of a sacrifice, but for me it was agonizing!
Looking back, I wish I had given all of that stuff
up permanently. I would almost certainly carry
fewer pounds and have fewer cavities today.
All these years later, I’ve lost the discipline to
give things up (plus my fellow Methodists told me
I didn’t have to do that to get into heaven), but
now as I reflect on the days of my youth, I wish I
still had the determination to sacrifice. After all,
that’s really what Lent is about — the sacrifice of
our Lord Jesus Christ — a courageous and noble
gesture that would ultimately save us because we
were (and still are) incapable of saving ourselves.
I guess that’s why Lent is so imposing. Forty
days of silent, solemn, and holy reflection. Lent is
a serious time; it is not meant as a time for fun.
But it does afford an opportunity for
transformation.
With that in mind, I would like to invite
everyone to consider making this Lenten season
especially meaningful, even joyful, this year. We
can start by attending our rotating Sunday
evening services, which will be held at Moreland,
Apple Creek, New Pittsburg, Church of the
Cross, Downtown Methodist, and, of course,
Oak Chapel.
You are also welcome to join us for a Lenten
Study series on Wednesday evenings from 5:456:50 p.m. with light snacks each evening. The
series, titled, “No Wonder They Crucified Him,”
provides a modern-day perspective on this sacred
season. All are welcome. (members, friends,
family, guests, visitors, etc.)

Even if you can’t be there every week, feel
free to come when you can. Each lesson will be
connected, but it will also be independent of the
others.
In addition, we will have our traditional
cantata (titled “Once Upon a Tree”) at Oak
Chapel on Good Friday, and, of course, a
glorious and joyful worship service on Easter
Sunday featuring an early commemoration at
9:00 a.m. and a traditional gathering at 10:30.
Now that I think about it, maybe Lent isn’t
that bad after all. Maybe we can all use it to
ponder where we are in our journey and where
we would like to be come Easter Sunday. It is,
after all, an important time of preparation, and
even though it may often seem long and cold
and dark, we are reminded that the deeper the
darkness of the night, the brighter the brilliance
of the Son when he comes to save us.
Let’s all reflect during this upcoming 40-day
period so that we can rejoice together on that
Holy and Glorious Easter Sunday morning.
May the grace and peace of God be with you
always and everywhere, now and forever. Amen!

Joint Lenten Series - ‘Walk’

Offering will go to Africa University Women's
Dormitory and Warming Center at Salvation Army
Sermon Series Schedule at 7:00 pm each Sunday
March 1 - Rev. Kris Patt at Oak Chapel
March 8 - Rev. Steve Smith at Church of the Cross
March 15 - Pastor John Finn at Applecreek
March 22 - Rev. Jim Cooper at New Pittsburg
March 29 - Pastor Ken Curren at Moreland
April 5 - Pastor Jon Heavilin at Wooster

March 2 at 7:00 p.m.
If you are interested in an
evening of fun and fellowship
plan to join us on the first
Monday of each month for Art
and Soul. No special talent is
needed, just a willingness to try new things and
enjoy each other’s company. Supplies will be
provided. See you March 2 at 7:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall.

People to People

On the first Sunday of the
month, please remember to
bring in non-perishable items to
support those in need in our
area through the People to
People Ministries. Our
collection each month, which
coordinates with the celebration of our Lord’s
Supper, is an opportunity for you to
share in the blessings God has given
you with those in need. Many
thanks to Connie Reed for delivering
these gifts to People to People.

Lenten Study
Pastor John will lead a Bible
study each Wednesday
evening during Lent. The
study is titled “No Wonder
They Crucified Him” and
explores who Christ really is
and what he expects of us
today by focusing on the
following topics:
· Get Off the Fence - What do we do with the
Jesus who declares; “He who is not (actively) with
me is (actually) against me.” What do we do with
the Jesus who says: Get off the fence!
· Complete the Circle of Grace and Works - As
Christians, we know that we get to spend eternity
in heaven, not because we are such great people,
but because Jesus is. What does that mean as we
respond to the remarkable grace God has shown
us in Christ?
· Patrol Your Pleasures - Jesus Christ lived with a
spirit of joy, humor and warmth that caused
others to genuinely enjoy themselves. But as
humans, we have skewed this idea in every way.
How can we patrol the pleasures of the world and
maintain a spiritual healthy heart?
· Check Your Bags - All of us carry loads of our
own making. Lent is a great time to look at those
loads and see what needs to be repacked and
what needs to be tossed.
· Come Die with Me - “If (you) would come after
me,” Jesus said, “(you) must take up (your) cross
and follow me.” Sometimes, this call and cross
causes us to tremble. How do we respond to the
tremble of new life in Christ?
· Follow Me - We are called to continue the
journey through teaching, fellowship, breaking of
bread, prayer, and meeting the needs of others.
Please join us starting Wednesday, March 4 at
5:45 pm for this study. Light snacks will be served.

Men’s Breakfast is March 7 at

Green Leaf Restaurant at 7:30 a.m.
All men and boys are welcome on
the second Saturday monthly.

Coming along side other women in
mission offers various mission
opportunities, especially those relating to women,
children, & youth. You will be encouraged to
grow in faith & spirituality; asked to expand your
knowledge on social & geographical concerns;
invited to join in fellowship with other women;
and maybe become better able to discern God’s
particular call for you! United Methodist Women
might be the place for you!

Health and Wellness Corner ~ What you need to
know about Coronavirus!


It is a severe respiratory virus that causes severe
respiratory illness and may lead to death.



It started in China and is spread easily via
airborne contact.



The best prevention is proper hand washing
frequently, staying away from sick people, keeping
your hands away from your face, and adequate
rest and nutrition.



The risk of contracting this virus in the United
States is very low. Anyone who has traveled to
China and has a cough or difficulty breathing needs
to be tested by a healthcare provider immediately.



These viruses are found in bats, cats, and camels.
The viruses live in these animals but does not infect
the animals.



The virus that started in Wuhan, China is believed
to have started in a market that sells meat and fish
that also sells live animals.



Symptoms for this virus include fever, difficulty
breathing, and cough just like most other
respiratory viruses and infections.



Once again the chance of contracting the
Coronavirus in the United States is very low but
not impossible.
Cindy Mykrantz and Robin
Kitchen have designed a layette
bundle that we would love to
share in our neighborhood.

Please let Cindy know who and
where and she will deliver. OR come and pick up a
layette bundle to deliver. They can be found in the
classroom across from the church office. Or call Cindy
Mykrantz.
If you take a layette, please let Cindy know so she can
replenish. Donations are welcome.

Prayer and Self Denial—March 12

Welcome Center Staffing

March ~ Connie Reed
Our Welcome Team is a group of

dedicated individuals who staff the
Welcome Center each Sunday morning
before worship. Won’t you help us with
this important ministry of the church?
Contact Carol Gossage for more
information and to sign up.

The Outreach
Committee will
once again be
organizing
quarterly trips to Eastbrook Mission Barn,
and our annual trip to Valley Head West
Virginia for Christmas. We will also be
sponsoring a Community Impact Day in
June. Information about these and other
outreach opportunities will be shared in
future editions of the Acorn.
The remainder of our efforts, as a
committee, will be to support individuals
or groups in the congregation as they reach
out to others in our community and
beyond. If you or your committee has an
outreach project you would like help with
please contact Pam Domer, Outreach
Committee Chair, and we will be glad
to help.

Bookworms—The United

Methodist Women’s Reading
Program offers a wide variety of
books to read and discuss as a
group. Bookworms, our local chapter of this
program, meets on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. in the SingMar
room. See Sandy Hower with suggestions
for a book to read or any questions.

Women, children and youth across the world have felt the love of God through A Call to Prayer and Self
Denial funds that have been given by countless women gathered in circles of care. As United Methodist
Women members, we bow to meet God in prayer and meditation, then rise to give of ourselves sacrificially so
that God’s vision of an abundant and beloved community for all can be realized. The kingdom comes not
only for those who receive financial gifts through A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial, the kingdom comes to us as
we live into the light of God’s vision for humanity, of mutuality and of seeing one’s self in the eyes of another.

The Membership Care Committee
The Committee has a list of
homebound members who are
visited by one of the committee
members on a regular basis.
Please contact Christy Rickard with
any member needs, 330-264-3830.
Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate getting
meals to those members of our church who have
been ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where
you could help, such as cooking or delivering, please
call Cheryl at 330-262-9369.
We look forward to caring for our church
members with a caring and compassionate attitude
looking to God for guidance.
Blood pressure screenings are now being offered
every Sunday after worship. If you would like your
blood pressure checked, please see Phyllis Weaver,
Christy Rickard, or Rosie Troutman and we will be
happy to check your blood pressure.
Please contact Christy Rickard if you have a
request for speaker topics that would be of interest.

Our Days for Girls team continues to
meet on the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month to sew
reusable sanitary products for girls in
underdeveloped countries. If you like
to sew join us at 1:00 pm of the
second Tuesday and 2:00 pm on the fourth. We
meet in the room across from the office.

The Way of Peace: Our Longing for Community
Mission u 2020 ~ July 24-26, 2020
University of Mount Union Alliance, OH
Mark Your calendars!
The Spiritual Growth Study is “Finding Peace in an
Anxious World.”
Youth: “Managing Anxiety”
Children: “Managing Our Emotions”
New Study: “Pushout - The Criminalization of
Black Girls in Schools”
2nd Year Study: “Women United for Change: 150
Years in Mission”

Acorn Submissions:
The next issue is April 2020.
The deadline is March 15.

Spiritual
Growth

Weekday Bible Studies

The Monday morning Bible
Study continues a study of

PETER; Fisherman and
Shepherd of the Church by

Stephen J. Binz. This
contemporary study uses the age old tradition
of lectio divina to study scripture, which
includes:
Reading the text with a listening ear
Reflecting on the meaning and message of
the text
Praying in response to God’s word
Quietly resting in God
Faithful witness in daily life
It’s not too late to consider being a part of this
group that meets each Monday morning at
9:30 am in the SingMar room.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 Jase Jarvis
3 Janet Kauffman
Tracy Miller
4 Katy Domer
Kevin Horst
Sandy Treece
6 Bill Braucher
7 Stephanie Long
8 Christy Rickard
14 China Bower
19 Zoe Everett
21 Cameron Boyer
23 Dale Ring
27 Wayne Kahrig
28 Robin Kitchen
30 Hilda Wacker

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

4 Cheryl and Jim Rastetter
18 Carol and Steve Gossage
23 Zoe and Dale Ring

Wish your neighbor a
happy day!

This information comes from our
membership database.
Please contact the church office if
there are any corrections.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor
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Church Phone ...................................................................330-264-2537
Pastor John’s Cell Phone ....................................................330-988-2577
E-mail addresses:
jfinn@wooster.edu
oakchapelumc@yahoo.com
Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com
WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT!
CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE
800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305
1-866-442-4403 (free) or email cdistumc@gmail.com
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