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Acorn – May 2020
In Times Like These, Let’s All ‘Get Together,’
Even Though We’re Apart
As you probably know by now, I like to
weave the lyrics of popular music from my
lifetime into our weekly worship themes. So, as I
contemplate the ongoing coronavirus pandemic
and its effect on our way of life, as well as the
recent break-in at our church, I am reminded of
several songs that were almost prophetic in
nature. Two of them are apocalyptic, while the
third is soothing, comforting, and uplifting.
The first is from 1965 when Barry McGuire, a
member of the New Christy Minstrels, cut a solo
song titled “Eve of Destruction.” It came in the
middle of one of the most turbulent decades of
our generation when the Vietnam War was
escalating, racial unrest was spiking, and drug use
was rampant. It appeared as though we had lost
our very soul. I was only 9 years old when the
song came out, but it resonated with me, even
though I had only a limited perspective of the
magnitude of what was happening in our world.
Two decades later, after I had married and
began to raise a family, the group R.E.M.
released its hit song, “It’s the End of the World as
We Know It” in 1987. The lyrics were cryptic,
but also foreboding and prophetic, even Biblical.
In fact, the song starts with the line, “That’s
great, it starts with an earthquake.” We’re not
experiencing a literal earthquake at this moment
— although spring storms and tornadoes are
battering the Southeast — but we have certainly
been shaken by the implications of this crisis, and
we are well aware of the presence of
earthquakes in scripture, especially in reference
to the end times. There is also a reference to “the
rapture and the reverend” as if the lyricists were
searching for divine intervention.

So here we are in 2020, a year that I thought
would be one of vision and hope, optimism and
enthusiasm, love and compassion, and possibly
even peace and harmony. Boy, was I ever wrong!
Or was I?
On the one hand, the current crisis — the likes
of which we have never seen in our lifetime —
has caused many of us to wonder if we are, in
fact, on the “eve of destruction” or if this is,
indeed, “the end of the world as we know it.”
Quite possibly, but I prefer to look at it through a
much more optimistic lens.
Let’s face it, our world is in need of
substantive, meaningful, and even dramatic
change. Is it time for a proverbial attitude
adjustment, a shift in priorities, a change of
perspective? Is our crazy, hectic lifestyle driving us
apart rather than bringing us together? Is our
quest to be No. 1 and our endless pursuit of
wealth and material goods perverting our
perspective?
I am not suggesting in any way that there is
anything good about the current pandemic. I am,
however positing that there might be a silver
lining. During these down times when the pace of
life slows considerably, let us think about
spending a little more time with family and
friends. Let us count our many blessings and give
thanks for what we have rather than what we
don’t have or might have lost. Above all, let us
take time to read God’s Holy Word and to pray.
That would certainly be time well spent.
Oh, and now, as they say in radio, let’s get
back to the music for that final song. From The
Youngbloods, circa 1967, “C’mon people now,
smile on your brother, everybody get together,
try to love one another — right now!”

Pastor John has recorded messages that are now on the church website.
https://oakchapelumc.com/worship/sermons/

Spiritual
Growth

Weekday Bible Studies

The Monday morning Bible Study
group is continuing their study of
Peter, Fisherman and Shepherd of
the Church. We are meeting at
our usual time at 9:30 am via
Zoom Webex. If you wish to join us, please
contact Pam Domer (pamdomer@gmail.com)
and she will send you an invitation to attend
our next class.

Dear Friends,
On Thursday, April 9,
Pastor John arrived at the
church and found that it
had been burglarized. He
called 911 and the sheriff
sent three cars and five
deputies to secure the
church since it was unclear if
the burglars were
interrupted by Pastor John’s arrival. After their
initial investigation, the deputies concluded
that they entered via the southwest window
well in the kitchen. They damaged a screen
and stole the computers from the office;
damaged the TV in the SingMar room, but left
it; damaged the fire safe, scattered paperwork,
removed most of the audio equipment in the
sacristy, but left some of it at the stairwell
door; stole all of the fellowship hall
audiovisual equipment in the cabinet; cracked
a window in the kitchen; and stole some old
documents. The burglary has been reported to
the insurance company; we are now in the
documentation and replacement quote stage.
Based on what was taken and what was
left behind, we are unsure if the burglary was
for quick cash, personal and business
information, or both. We are taking steps to
change passwords to our online bank, credit
card and financial accounts. It might be
overkill, but we’ll err on the side of caution
and recommend that you do the same -change passwords to all of your online
financial accounts and email and monitor your
credit scores and credit bureau reports for any
unauthorized activity. We are doing inventory
and getting replacement estimates and
working with our insurance company.

From the Custodian;

Hi All! I don't know when we will be worshipping
together again, but when that day comes the church
building will be ready! I have been "Spring Cleaning"
areas that are not easy to do when we are busy with
meetings and gatherings. I have shampooed the
carpets in high-traffic areas and washed most
windows and screens. The pews have been wiped
down and I have been using disinfectant wipes on
doorknobs, light switches, handrails, etc. long before
COVID was around. (One interesting tidbit is how
quickly spiders move in when people move out!) We
should still use good hand washing protocol and
cover coughs and sneezes with our elbows when we
return, and I hope that is soon! Miriam

Outreach

The April trip to
Eastbrook Mission Barn in
Pennsylvania was
cancelled due to the virus.
As soon as it is prudent, we will reschedule when our
help is needed. We are still planning for our
Community Outreach Day on June 13. There will be
work at the church and out in the community, if
possible. Check the June Acorn for details. This is a
churchwide event—the one day a year that we ask
the congregation to join in reaching out to our
neighbors, both here and around the world.
Our Days for Girls team continues to
sew reusable sanitary products for
girls in underdeveloped countries. If
you have worked on this mission
project, please feel free to come in
and work at your leisure or take
items to work on at home.

Several women in the
church have been sewing
face masks for the hospital,
local businesses and family
members. We will have
some available at the
church. If you need one,
please contact Pam Domer
or Elizabeth Feldman.

Just
Shred
It!

If you have obsolete paperwork or documents with your:
- Full Name
- Address
- Social Security Number
- Driver's License no.
- Date of Birth
- Signature
- Username & Passwords
- Bank Account Numbers
- Credit Card Numbers
- Passport Numbers
- Personal Identification Numbers (PINs)
- Security Q&As, such as your mother’s maiden name

it is best to shred it in order to protect your personal information. Dumpster diving, stealing
mail and pickpocketing are not as prevalent as they once were for identity theft, but why
make it easy for them? Shredding is the best defense.
Shredding Options:
1. Buy a small shredder.
2. If you have large amounts of shredding, there are numerous opportunities:
- Free shredding by Gateway Recycling (Cleveland, OH) at Buehler’s Milltown
August Shred Day (Details TBD)
- Free shredding at Marc’s via Shred-It (not all locations, max 25 pounds)
- 50% Discount by Reed Records (Wooster, OH) when they reopen (Details TBD)
- Staples (cost per pound, watch for store specials)
- UPS Store (cost per pound, watch for store specials)
- Free shredding by Sanmandy (Creston, OH) at Scarlet, Gray & Green Fair
(April 2020 Event Postponed)
Today, we’re also faced with phone scams, emails scams, hacking, data breaches, skimming
devices, etc. Each vulnerability has its own countermeasure. What’s your vulnerability
quotient? Stay safe! Stuart

WE ARE NOT IN THE SAME BOAT ...
I heard that we are all in the same boat, but it's
not like that. We are in the same storm, but
not in the same boat. Your ship could be
shipwrecked and mine might not be. Or vice
versa.
For some, quarantine is optimal. A moment of
reflection, of re-connection, easy in flip flops,
with a cocktail or coffee. For others, this is a
desperate financial & family crisis.
For some that live alone they're facing endless
loneliness. While for others it is peace, rest &
time with their mother, father, sons &
daughters.
With the $600 weekly increase in unemployment
some are bringing in more money to their
households than they were working. Others are
working more hours for less money due to pay
cuts or loss in sales.
Some families of four just received $3400 from the
stimulus while other families of four saw $0.
Some were concerned about getting a certain
candy for Easter while others were concerned if
there would be enough bread, milk and eggs
for the weekend.

Some want to go back to work because they don't
qualify for unemployment and are running out
of money. Others want to kill those who break
the quarantine.
Some are home spending 2-3 hours/day helping
their child with online schooling while others
are spending 2-3 hours/day to educate their
children on top of a 10-12 hour workday.
Some have experienced the near death of the
virus, some have already lost someone from it
and some are not sure if their loved ones are
going to make it. Others don't believe this is a
big deal.
Some have faith in God and expect miracles during
this 2020. Others say the worst is yet to come.
So, friends, we are not in the same boat. We are
going through a time when our perceptions
and needs are completely different.
Each of us will emerge, in our own way, from this
storm. It is very important to see beyond what
is seen at first glance. Not just looking, actually
seeing.
We are all on different ships during this storm
experiencing a very different journey.
Unknown author

Health and Wellness Corner ~
Proper Hand Washing!

Wet your hands with clean running water (warm or
cold). Warm water is better to prevent dryness.
Lather up your hands with soap.
Rub your hands together for at least 20 seconds.
Silently “singing” the birthday song twice or Old
MacDonald Had a Farm, are easy-to-remember
20-second timer tools; The Lord’s Prayer, 23rd
Psalm, or your favorite praise chorus, or praying
for 20 seconds are also good tools while washing
your hands. Don’t forget to wash your wrists, the
back of your hands, between your fingers and
under your fingernails.
Rinse your hands well under running water.
Turn off the water with your elbow or a paper
towel.
Dry your hands with a clean towel or air dry them.
If you used a towel to dry your hands, use the same
towel to open the bathroom door to leave the
room. Discard the towel in a wastebasket.

Bookworms—The United Methodist

Women’s Reading Program offers a wide
variety of books to read and discuss as a
group. Bookworms, our local chapter of this
program, typically meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the SingMar
room. See Sandy Hower with suggestions for a book to
read or any questions. We will continue reading, but not
meet until further notice. Hopefully May 28!

So—our book for May is:

When Others Shuddered: Eight Women Who Refused
to Give Up by Jamie Janosz is the story of eight women

called to serve God and who, in doing so, changed the
world. They lived at the turn of the century, rubbing
shoulders with the well-known men of their time, like
John Rockefeller, Marshall Field, and Dwight L. Moody.
These women—Fanny Crosby, Mary McLeod
Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah Dunn Clarke, Emma
Dryer, Virginia Asher, Evangeline Booth, and Amanda
Berry Smith—were unique. They were single and married,
black and white, wealthy and poor, beautiful and plain,
mothers and childless. Yet, each felt called to make a
difference and to do something—to meet a pressing need
in her world.
These women wanted to live lives less ordinary. Their
stories inspire us to follow God’s calling in our own lives.
They teach us that each individual person can make a
difference. These eight women will show you how God
can use your life to change the world.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

2 Dick Wiley
6 Donna Anderson
Tina Hurt
11 Abby Renker
18 John Heavilin
22 Shelia Burckhart
22 Blair Shallenberger
26 Ann Kahrig
29 Betsy Bower
Tom Bower

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
1
3
14
21
25

Stacy and Tommy Jackson
Jen and Darrell Moser
Patti and Mark Ritchey
Christy and Pat Rickard
Pam and Kim Domer
Robin and Brad Kitchen
28 Phyllis and Dave Weaver

Wish your neighbor a
happy day!

This information comes from our
membership database.
Please contact the church office if
there are any corrections.

People to People

During this pandemic,
P2P is accepting food
and non-perishables
only at their location on
Beall Ave. No clothing.
Please continue to
support them until we
can worship together again. Then—on the
first Sunday of the month, please
remember to bring in non-perishable items
to support those in need in our area
through the People to People Ministries.
Our collection each month, which
coordinates with the celebration of our
Lord’s Supper, is an opportunity for you to
share in the blessings God has given you
with those in need. Many thanks to
Connie Reed for delivering these gifts to
People to People.

Our Food Pantry Resource Center is now

open. We continue to
appreciate donations of food or
monetary donations to support
this new outreach ministry. If
you know of someone in our
neighborhood in need of help at this time,
please tell them to call 330-264-3527 to set
up an appointment to get the help they need.

Hello to my Sisters in
Christ! Once we are
finished with sheltering in
place, the UMW Executive
Committee will choose a date to meet and
sort out what needs to be rescheduled and
what we will pick up next year. In the
meantime, be in prayer for each other, our
friends and neighbors, and our global family.
Cindy Mykrantz and Robin
Kitchen have designed a
layette bundle that we
would love to share in our
neighborhood.
They can be found in the classroom across
from the church office. Or call Cindy
Mykrantz. If you take a layette, please sign
the clipboard or let Cindy know so she can
replenish. Donations are always welcome.

Even though we are
unable to meet together
physically, it is important
for us to continue to
remain connected with
our faith community. If
you would like to share a
prayer request or a brief story of how you
see God at work among us, please e-mail that
information to the church office to be
included in our weekly update.
oakchapelumc@yahoo.com

Men’s Breakfast—Stay tuned

for the return at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men
and boys are welcome.

Times have changed! We are
having to do things differently to
maintain safety of everyone! We
find it challenging to be kept away
from those who we love and care
about. Please know that you are
not alone and we are all in this
together with God right beside us with every step. Try
not to get discouraged and keep your head up!
The Membership Care Committee has a list of
homebound members who are called by one of the
committee members on a regular basis.
Please contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830 with
any member needs.
We would like to encourage the congregation to
send cards to home bound and those who have had
illnesses that we have been praying for. Cheryl
Rastetter continues to coordinate getting meals to
those members of our Church who have been ill or in
the hospital. If you feel this is an area that you could
help out with cooking or delivering, Cheryl would like
to hear from you, 330-262-9369.
Photos for the Church Directory previously
scheduled for May 5th have been postponed due to
COVID 19.
Blood pressure screenings will resume every Sunday
once we are back to church.
Please see Christy Rickard if you have a request for
speaker topics that would be of interest.
We look forward to caring for our Church
members with a caring and compassionate attitude
looking to God for guidance.
May God be with you all. Praying for better days
and for the health and wellness of our congregation
and the world.

Friends Together—We will

not be planning any activities
due to Coronavirus
restrictions at this time, but
feel free to contact Rosie Troutman if you
have ideas for the future.

Art & Soul is cancelled until
further notice. Art is a great stress
reliever in these anxious times.
Pinterest has many great ideas.
Hope to see you in June.
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