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Our Church Remains Active Even During This 

Time of Separation 

 

Even though we are still separated in a physical 

sense, the good work of this church and its 

people continues in earnest. What follows is a 

potpourri of announcements, plans, and other 

updates for your information. If you would like 

to become involved with any of the proposed 

ideas or projects, please let us know…  

 

Priority on Security: As you probably know by 

now, our church was burglarized during Holy 

Week in April. The estimated value of the items 

stolen totaled more than $8,000. We have 

settled with our insurance company, and those 

items (mostly audiovisual) will be replaced, but 

the Trustees have also taken steps to protect the 

church from future break-ins with plans for the 

installation of cameras and the implementation 

of a security system so that everyone can feel 

safe, regardless of when they choose to visit the 

church. See separate article on page 3. 

 

Phone a Friend: As soon as the conference gives 

us the greenlight for worship in the sanctuary, 

we will be sure to let you know. At that time, 

we will send a list of procedures and protocol 

designed to keep everyone safe. When that day 

comes, we encourage you to reach out and 

invite a former church member or family 

member, friend, co-worker, or anyone else that 

you wish, so that we can carry on with our 

mission to grow our church. 

 

Faith in Five: Oak Chapel is planning to provide 

an opportunity for its members to share their 

faith testimony. If you would like to share your 

story, we will set aside five minutes each week 

for a member to talk about his or her faith 

experience. If you are interested in participating, 

please contact Pastor John at 330-988-2577 or 

jfinn@wooster.edu. Thanks in advance for your 

consideration! 

 

Honoring Pastor McLachlan: As you may know, 

beloved former Oak Chapel Pastor John 

McLachlan passed away on May 3. As a 

congregation, we will honor him at one of our 

first services when the sanctuary reopens. We also 

hope to invite his wife, Sandra, and their two 

adult children, Daniel and Karen. Details will be 

forthcoming.  

 

Make a Joyful Noise: After an absence of more 

than a decade, perhaps even longer, the bell at 

Oak Chapel has been reconditioned and 

refurbished by several of our Trustees. We plan to 

rededicate the bell and re-consecrate the church 

just as soon as we are allowed to gather in the 

sanctuary. Look for more information in the 

coming weeks. 

 

Video System: We are revisiting the idea of 

installing video screens in the sanctuary to aid in 

the worship service and other functions at the 

church. We are currently considering bids for a 

two-screen system whereby everyone in the 

sanctuary can clearly see one screen, regardless of 

where you sit. We will keep you posted. 

 

Pictorial Directory: The coronavirus, which has 

disrupted so much of our lives, has also interfered 

with our plans to have photos taken for a 

pictorial directory. The photo sessions will be 

rescheduled as soon as the church is permitted to 

reopen. 

Continued on page 2 

Pastor John has recorded messages that are now on the church website.  

https://oakchapelumc.com/worship/sermons/ 



 Pantry/Resource Center: Thanks to the noble efforts 

of so many good people in the church, our new 

Food Pantry/Resource Center is open for business. If 

you know of anyone in our area who is facing food 

insecurity, please invite them to take advantage of 

the Center. If you would like to support the Center 

through donations of non-perishable food items or 

monetary contributions, you would be most 

welcome to do so. 

 

Spread the Word: In Biblical Times, Paul had to 

travel great distances or send letters to spread the 

Good News of the Gospel. We can do the same 

thing in a much easier and more efficient way. 

Please consider sharing the link to our homepage so 

that others can view our weekly online services. 

Many have lost their Sunday morning connection to 

worship during this time; perhaps the video can fill 

the void. Not only that, but by sharing with those 

outside the church, some of them might decide to 

worship with us in person when we are permitted 

to gather again. 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible Study 

group is continuing their study of 

Peter, Fisherman and Shepherd of 

the Church. We are meeting at 

our usual time at 9:30 am via 

Zoom Webex. If you wish to join us, please 

contact Pam Domer (pamdomer@gmail.com) 

and she will send you an invitation to attend 

our next class. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Outreach 

Our two Spring 

Outreach events—

Eastbrook Mission 

Barn and our 

Community Outreach Day have been canceled. 

They will be rescheduled when possible. 

Our Days for Girls team 

continues to sew reusable 

sanitary products for girls in 

underdeveloped countries. If 

you have worked on this 

mission project, please feel 

free to come in and work at 

your leisure or take items to work on at 

home. Previously we have teamed with Apple 

Creek UMW. Because they will no longer are 

able to work on this project, Oak Chapel 

UMW will work directly with the Days for 

Girls organization. 

Several women in the church 

have been sewing face masks 

for the hospital, local businesses 

and family members. We will 

have some available at the 

church. If you need one, please 

contact Pam Domer, Pastor 

John or Elizabeth Feldman. 

Just Shred It Two! 

  Your documents can contain sensitive/personal information. If it falls into the wrong hands, it can make you 

vulnerable to identity theft and financial fraud, to include submitting fraudulent tax returns in your name. 

The burglars stole some of Oak Chapel’s financial records. To the best of our knowledge, it appears they 

took part of calendar year 2000, all of 2003, part of 2004 and all of 2007-2009. The current and most recent 

personnel records were not in the fire safe, so they were not taken. However, we do not know if any other 

personnel records were in the items stolen.  

As of May 15, 2020, all financial records prior to 2013 were shredded. Reed Records Management has a 

50% off special on Friday mornings from 9am-12pm. It’s a drive-through service. Oak Chapel had 70 pounds 

shredded for $8.75. That’s pretty cheap identity theft insurance. 

We also nearly lost some irreplaceable documents, like original deeds and membership books. The Historian 

and others are looking at offsite permanent records storage. For 38
₵
 per month, Oak Chapel can store a 

banker’s box (15” x 12” x 10”, fits letter size one way and legal size the other way), in a secure, climate 

controlled facility. This same price and opportunity is available to everyone. Reed Records sells the boxes for 

$2.95 each. They are also available at Staples, Walmart, etc. Don’t wait until it’s too late. 

Shred Day at Buehler’s Milltown will be Saturday, August 15. 



 

Burglary Update: 

We completed the discovery/documentation phase and submitted our claim to the insurance 

company. We are now in the repair/replacement phase of the process. We received a check for 

about 2/3 of our claim to help fund the repair/replacement effort. Once it’s completed, we will 

submit the receipts to the insurance company. They will reconcile the claim with the receipts and 

then determine the balance to pay Oak Chapel. 

Concurrently, the Trustees are working to prevent a recurrence, which will require physical security 

improvements at the church (changes that will deter/deny unauthorized access to the church). 

Two recent changes: 

- Video ring doorbell installed at the double glass office doors 

- Window well grates secured on the west side of the church (this was the location of the recent break-in) 

  

Other changes in the works: 

- Exterior lighting upgraded (night light pollution and neighbor friendly) 

- Steel exterior door on west side – remove exterior knob and add latch cover 

- Steel exterior door on north side – rekey and add latch cover 

- Double wooden exterior narthex doors – remove outside key access 

- Double glass exterior office doors – rekey, add electronic access and remote unlocking from the office, 

limited keyed access in the event of electrical failure 

- Safety glass interior office door – add electronic access and limited keyed access 

- Shrubs will be cut back on west side of the church to provide less concealment 

- Wire mesh security panels for Fellowship Hall windows on east side 

- Small safe repair – lock things up so they are less accessible. 

- MCTV security system consisting of door sensors and motion sensors with 24/7 monitoring 

- Speco Technologies NVR with eight (8) 3MP Bullet IP motion-activated cameras for surveillance around 

the outside perimeter 

- Offsite Permanent Records Storage – future discussion with committee chairs. 

  

All issued keys will no longer work once the door security changes are implemented. The pastor, secretary, 

committee chairs, treasurer, financial secretary, custodian, lay leader, UMW president, UMM president, Music 

Director, pianist, and others, as deemed necessary, will be issued a fob that provides access via the double 

glass exterior office doors. This will be the single point of entry for first arrivals.  

If you would like to help financially with any of these projects, please designate your donation for the 

“Building Fund.” 

Financial News: 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for budgeted expenses (April 2020): $1,784 

Received last month: 

04/05 -  $2,630.00 (Worship canceled) 

04/12 -  $2,050.00 (Worship canceled) 

04/19 -  $2,567.50 (Worship canceled) 

04/26 -  $2,489.00 (Worship canceled) 

  

As of 04/30/2020, we received about 136.4% of our budgeted income for the month of April 

and 95.2% YTD (up from 83.8% at the end of March2020), including $500 to repair the bell.  

In addition, we received Memorial Fund donations, $600 for the Food Pantry and $1,000 for 

Youth Projects. That’s just amazing! Compared to April 2018, we were at 93.0% for the month 

and 82.1% YTD. April 2019 was 88.1% for the month and 81.8% YTD. Easter Sunday was in 

April for these 3 years, so the comparison is reasonably valid. We paid 100% of our April 2020 

apportionments.  

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” Psalm 118:1 



 
Health and Wellness Corner ~ Staying Safe 

 

 Yes, businesses are reopening! No, that does not 

mean we go back to life before Coronavirus! 

 Please do your best to stay safe and healthy! 

 Wash your hands frequently and after touching 

any frequently touched surfaces. Do not touch 

your face with your hands. 

 Wash your hands with soap and water covering 

all surfaces with soap for 20 seconds. 

 Use hand sanitizer consisting of at least 60% 

alcohol if soap and water are not available. 

 Sanitize frequently touched surfaces frequently 

such as: door knobs, counter tops, refrigerator 

doors, microwave doors, keypads, phones and 

cell phones, faucet handles, light switches, and 

toilet handles.  

 Also good idea to sanitize your car! 

 We have new normals to get used to at this time! 

Please do your best to stay safe and healthy! 

Cindy Mykrantz and Robin 

Kitchen have designed a layette 

bundle that we would love to 

share in our neighborhood. 

They can be found in the 

classroom across from the church office. Or call 

Cindy Mykrantz. If you take a layette, please sign 

the clipboard or let Cindy know so she can 

replenish. Donations are always welcome. 

Psalm 27: "The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life: of whom shall I be afraid?" In the midst of 

uncertainly and anxiety, the Lord is indeed our 

salvation and stronghold and we can cling to that.   

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 5 John Finn 

  Judy Hudgins 

 6 Dan Clevidence 

 8 Bill Feldman 

  Lori Hauser 

 12 Ted Zech 

 14 Brad Kitchen 

  Elsie Mykrantz 

 19 Elaine Sprinkle 

 21 Ben Bower 

 24 Patti Pfander 

 30 Shannon Bower 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 12 Shannon and Tom Bower 

 17 Tina and Dan Clevidence 

 18 Rosie and Bob Troutman 

 28 Karen and Dick Wiley 

 29 Cyndi and Rich Boyer 

 29 Kathy and Bob Martin 

Wish your neighbor a 

happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database.  

Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections. 

Bookworms—The United Methodist 

Women’s Reading Program offers a 

wide variety of books to read and 

discuss as a group. Bookworms, our 

local chapter of this program, typically meets on 

the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in 

the SingMar room. See Sandy Hower with 

suggestions for a book to read or any questions. We 

will continue reading, but not meet until further 

notice. Hopefully June 25! 

People to People 

During this pandemic, 

P2P is accepting food 

and non-perishables 

only at their location on 

Beall Ave. No clothing. 

Please continue to 

support them until we 

can worship together again. Then—on the 

first Sunday of the month, please 

remember to bring in non-perishable items 

to support those in need in our area 

through the People to People Ministries.  

Our collection each month, which 

coordinates with the celebration of our 

Lord’s Supper, is an opportunity for you to 

share in the blessings God has given you 

with those in need. Many thanks to 

Connie Reed for delivering these gifts to 

People to People. 



 

Hope you are all safe and well! 

That is easier said than done these 

days! Please know Oak Chapel and 

The Membership Care Committee 

are here for you and will do our 

best to meet any needs. 

Please reach out to us if there is 

something that you need! Although you may feel 

like you are alone sometimes, you are not! God is 

always with us, always! We are in this together and 

we all miss you! Hope to see you all soon! 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are called by one of the 

committee members on a regular basis.  

Please contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830 

with any member needs.  

We would like to encourage the congregation to 

send cards to home bound and those who have had 

illnesses that we have been praying for. Cheryl 

Rastetter continues to coordinate getting meals to 

those members of our Church who have been ill or 

in the hospital. If you feel this is an area that you 

could help out with cooking or delivering, Cheryl 

would like to hear from you, 330-262-9369.  

Photos for the Church Directory previously 

scheduled for May 5th have been postponed due to 

COVID 19. 

Blood pressure screenings will resume every 

Sunday once we are back to church. 

Please see Christy Rickard if you have a request 

for speaker topics that would be of interest. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate attitude 

looking to God for guidance.  

May God be with you all. Praying for better 

days and for the health and wellness of our 

congregation and the world. 

 

Men’s Breakfast—Stay tuned 

for the return to Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men 

and boys are welcome.  

Friends Together—We will 

not be planning any activities 

due to Coronavirus 

restrictions at this time, but 

feel free to contact Rosie Troutman if you 

have ideas for the future.  

Art & Soul is cancelled until 

further notice. Art is a great stress 

reliever in these anxious times. 

Pinterest has many great ideas. 

Hope to see you in July. 

Thanks to Blair 

& Cathy 

Shallenberger we 

have a 

wonderful new 

outdoor food 

pantry sitting 

under the light 

in the parking 

lot to augment 

our food 

outreach to the 

community!  Thank you, thank you, thank 

you! And thanks to all of you who have 

given so generously to stock our food 

pantry! What a wonderful way to show 

our love to the community!  

So how does this mini pantry work? It 

is an easy way for neighbors to help 

neighbors who need food, hygiene, or 

paper items. Currently we have food 

items and diapers but will add other 

products as we get them. This mini pantry 

belongs to all of us. We can all be 

caretakers of it and the space around it. If 

you notice that the mini pantry needs 

tidied up, please do that if you are able, 

or let me (Cindy) know and I can take 

care of it. Also please let me know if it 

needs restocked. Give what you can by 

placing food, hygiene, or paper items 

inside the mini pantry. Give what you 

would want to receive. An easy rule of 

thumb: buy extra of what you buy for 

your household. No gift is too small. A 

single can of green beans can help. Items 

should be unexpired and in good 

condition. Take what you need. If you 

find yourself in need, take the items and 

know that we care about you. I know this 

ministry will bless our community. Thanks 

so much for being a part of it!  
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

jfinn@wooster.edu              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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