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Well Done, Good and Faithful Servants 

Is it acceptable for a pastor to be proud of his 

or her congregation? After all, the Bible warns 

against pride in the form of arrogance (Proverbs 

8:13). But scripture also acknowledges the 

appropriateness of pride as expressed by Paul in 

II Corinthians, Chapter 7, Verse 4, when he 

shares the encouragement he experiences in the 

response of his followers during difficult times.  

“I have every confidence in you. I’m terribly 

proud of you. I’m filled with encouragement. 

I’m overwhelmed with happiness while in the 

middle of our problems.” 

That’s where I find myself in the midst of the 

daunting challenges facing our world today. Each 

of you stands firm in your faith and tall in your 

commitment to love the Lord, to serve the 

church, and to try to love your neighbor, even 

when it is difficult to do so.  

We are a team, and as the well-known t-shirt 

suggests in the acronym T.E.A.M.: Together 

Everyone Achieves More. 

Oak Chapel has a glorious history. Sure, there 

have been moments of human failure, but this 

congregation has always risen above conflict, 

adversity, and turmoil — and I have no doubt 

that that tradition will continue. 

I believe that our church is on the precipice 

of a major revival — the seeds of which have 

already been planted and the foundation of 

which has already taken root. 

This church is filled with loyal, dedicated, 

inspired, influential, talented, and, above all, 

faithful people with a great love for the Lord 

and a genuine desire to serve. Through you and 

through Him, we are destined to lead the way in 

a movement that will change our church, change 

our community, and quite possibly change the 

world around us.  

Yes, little old Oak Chapel, with its roots in 

humility, will become an agent of change, but 

we must continue to commit to lives of 

obedience and holiness, while working together 

as a team and showing grace and mercy to all 

people, as the Lord has shown to us. 

Keep the faith, rise above the turmoil, glorify 

God, and we will grow in a way that we never 

could have imagined! I am so grateful for all you 

do, and, yes, I am very proud of you! 

Until our paths cross again, Be Blessed! 

 

A PLACE TO GATHER: Progress continues on 

our refurbished Gathering Center, which will 

serve as a home to our youth but also be 

available for other forms of fellowship in the 

church, including meetings during the week and 

social time on Sunday mornings with coffee, 

donuts, bagels, and other treats. Thanks so much 

to our loyal and dedicated Trustees, Nomads, and 

members of our fledgling Youth Group for 

creating a very special place that everyone in the 

church can enjoy. 

 

UP NEXT: With two of our major projects at 

or near completion (the Food Pantry and the 

Gathering Center), we can turn our attention to 

the Serenity Garden and a possible outdoor 

worship chapel. My thanks to Cheryl Rastetter 

and her committee for their work in planning this 

project. If you are interested in becoming 

involved and/or supporting the project 

financially, please contact Cheryl. 

 

  

  

 



 
Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible Study 

will begin a new study on July 6. 

They will be studying the Book of 

James, a study by N.T. Wright. 

They meet at 9:30 am via Zoom. 

If you are interested in joining this group please 

contact Pam Domer at the church office        

330-264-2537 or oakchapelumc@yahoo.com. 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Outreach 

On June 23 four 

individuals from our 

church went to 

Eastbrook Mission 

Barn in New Castle PA. We verified 68 Flood 

Buckets. That means we took everything out of 

a bucket and repacked it to make sure the 

’recipe’ was followed exactly—68 times! Not a 

single bucket was correct as it had come into the 

Mission Barn! Now all 68 are ready to be 

shipped to communities in need. It was good to 

be able to serve at Eastbrook once again. Our 

next trip is planned for Saturday, August 22. 

There will be opportunities for both kit 

verification and ramp construction. Mark your 

calendar and plan to join us as we step out to 

serve the Lord. 

We will begin meeting again at 

the church on the July 14 at 

1:00 p.m. We welcome new 

members anytime. 

Oak Chapel is now an official 

Days for Girls Team! As a 

team, we sew reusable sanitary 

products for girls in underdeveloped countries.   

Bookworms— We’re back July 23 

The United Methodist Women’s 

Reading Program offers a wide 

variety of books to read and discuss 

as a group. Bookworms, our local chapter of this 

program, meets on the fourth Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. in the SingMar room.  

 So—the book for July is the same as May. If 

you have read it, give it a quick review, if not—

come anyway for a great discussion.  

When Others Shuddered: Eight Women 

Who Refused to Give Up by Jamie Janosz is the 

story of eight women called to serve God and 

who, in doing so, changed the world. They 

lived at the turn of the century, rubbing 

shoulders with the well-known men of their 

time, like John Rockefeller, Marshall Field, and 

Dwight L. Moody. 

These women—Fanny Crosby, Mary 

McLeod Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah 

Dunn Clarke, Emma Dryer, Virginia Asher, 

Evangeline Booth, and Amanda Berry Smith—

were unique. They were single and married, 

black and white, wealthy and poor, beautiful 

and plain, mothers and childless. Yet, each felt 

called to make a difference and to do 

something—to meet a pressing need in her 

world. 

These women wanted to live lives less 

ordinary. Their stories inspire us to follow God’s 

calling in our own lives. They teach us that each 

individual person can make a difference. These 

eight women will show you how God can use 

your life to change the world. 

Art & Soul is cancelled until 

further notice. Art is a great stress 

reliever in these anxious times. 

Pinterest has many great ideas. 

Hope to see you in the fall. 

Join us for worship on July 5— 

for a special celebration as we move back 

into the sanctuary after a four-month absence. 

Among the highlights will be a re-consecration 

of the church following the burglary and the 

extended time away.  

We will use the original liturgy from when 

the church was dedicated in 1968.  

We will also rededicate the bell, which has 

been silent for more than a decade. Our Trustees 

have put new life and new sound in the bell, 

which will ring each Sunday as a call to worship 

and every other day of the week at noon as we 

announce our presence in the community.  

In addition, we will celebrate communion in 

a novel way with individual communion kits 

designed to prevent the chance of spreading the 

coronavirus.  

For those who prefer to worship from their 

car, we will have that option in place 

indefinitely. Bring a friend or family member! As 

always, all are welcome!  



 
Health and Wellness Corner ~ Depression 

 

 Depression is often described as hopelessness and 

despair. 

 We are living in times that have great potential to 

increase the number of people who suffer with 

depression. 

 We all have times when we are sad or depressed 

about certain situations, but some deal with these 

feelings every hour of every day. 

 Chronic depression is when people need to take 

medication to function and perform activities of 

daily living. 

 Some things that can cause depression are: 

Pandemics Quarantine 

Life transitions High stress  

Losses Physical illness 

Medications Lack of social support 

Lack of good coping skills 

Family history of depression 

Chemical imbalances in the body 

History of traumatic experience 

 Symptoms of depression are sadness, anxiety, 

hopelessness, feeling worthless, sleeping too much or 

too little, loss of pleasure/joy, loss of energy, 

difficulty concentrating or making decisions, weight 

loss/gain, uncontrollable crying, headache, stomach 

ache, thoughts of death/suicide. 

 Please seek treatment with your physician if you 

have any of the above symptoms. Please seek 

treatment at the emergency room for any life 

threatening symptoms. Counseling may also be 

helpful in dealing with depression. 

Cindy Mykrantz and Robin 

Kitchen have designed a layette 

bundle that we would love to 

share in our neighborhood. 

They can be found in the 

classroom across from the church office. Or call 

Cindy Mykrantz. If you take a layette, please sign 

the clipboard or let Cindy know so she can 

replenish. Donations are always welcome. 

Psalm 27: "The Lord is my light and my salvation; 

whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life: of whom shall I be afraid?" In the midst of 

uncertainly and anxiety, the Lord is indeed our 

salvation and stronghold and we can cling to that.   

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 1 Jim Rastetter 

 2 Arden Boyer 

 7 Bob Troutman 

 9 Brianna Lockhart 

 11 Roger Martin 

  Marge Starkey 

 13 Pam Domer 

 14 David Anderson 

 14 Sydney Burckhart 

 18 Rich Boyer 

  Patti Ritchey 

 23 Oliver Kitchen 

 27 Betty Princehorn 

30 Steve Gossage 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 Alice and Ewing Giffin 

 2 Natalie and Pete Bunt 

 29 Kathy and Bob Martin 

Wish your neighbor a 

happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database.  

Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections. 

Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will 

continue to collect food 

on the first Sunday of 

each month as we come 

to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will 

help support our in-

house food pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People. 

Donations of ready-to-eat canned goods, 

and paper and hygiene products are 

needed at this time. 



 

It was good to see some of you in 

worship! I have missed everyone! 

There has definitely been a void in 

my life on Sundays and I am sure 

some of you feel the same! I do 

believe it is still important to wear 

masks and practice social distancing 

but I am glad we are able to see one another again! 

Safety First!!!  Christy 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are called by one of the 

committee members on a regular basis.  

Please contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830 

with any member needs.  

We would like to encourage the congregation to 

send cards to home bound and those who have had 

illnesses that we have been praying for. Cheryl 

Rastetter continues to coordinate getting meals to 

those members of our Church who have been ill or 

in the hospital. If you feel this is an area that you 

could help out with cooking or delivering, Cheryl 

would like to hear from you, 330-262-9369.  

Photos for the Church Directory previously 

scheduled for May 5 have been postponed due to 

COVID 19. 

Please see Christy Rickard if you have a request 

for speaker topics that would be of interest. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate attitude 

looking to God for guidance.  

May God be with you all. Praying for better 

days and for the health and wellness of our 

congregation and the world. 

 

Several women in the church 

have been sewing face masks 

for the hospital, local businesses 

and family members. We will 

have some available at the 

church. 

Thanks to all of you who have given so 

generously to stock our food pantry! What a 

wonderful way to show our love to the 

community!  

So how does this mini pantry work? It is 

an easy way for neighbors to help neighbors 

who need food, hygiene, or paper items. 

Currently we have food items and diapers but 

will add other products as we get them. This 

mini pantry belongs to all of us. We can all be 

caretakers of it and the space around it. If you 

notice that the mini pantry needs tidied up, 

please do that if you are able, or let Cindy 

Mykrantz know. Also please let her know if it 

needs restocked. Give what you can by 

placing food, hygiene, or paper items inside 

the mini pantry. Give what you would want 

to receive. An easy rule of thumb: buy extra 

of what you buy for your household. No gift 

is too small. A single can of green beans can 

help. Items should be unexpired and in good 

condition. Do not put perishable items in the 

pantry outside this summer. If you find 

yourself in need, take the items and know 

that we care about you.  

Men’s Breakfast—Stay tuned 

for the return to Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. All men 

and boys are welcome.  

Friends Together—We will 

not be planning any activities 

due to Coronavirus 

restrictions at this time, but 

feel free to contact Rosie Troutman if you 

have ideas for the future.  

X 
Oak chapel will not participate in the Buy–  

Way Sale this summer. With Covid 19 again 

on the rise, Ad Council opted for maximum 

safety of our members and guests.  
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

jfinn@wooster.edu              oakchapelumc@yahoo.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE NOW ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

1-866-442-4403 (free) or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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