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Here’s ‘What’s Happening’ at Oak Chapel! 

 “What’s Happening!!” was a popular 

television sitcom that aired on ABC in the late 

1970s. The series was reprised a decade later 

under the title of “What’s Happening Now!!” 

 The phrase was also part of the 

mainstream lexicon for a number of years and 

still surfaces in conversations today. It’s both a 

question and a declaration when we say to 

someone else, “What’s Happening?” But like 

so many of these expressions, we often don’t 

listen for the answer. 

 As we head into October, I think it’s fair 

of you to ask, “What’s Happening at Oak 

Chapel?” We are listening intently, and want 

to respond with enthusiastic and enlightening 

answers as we pursue a return to active and 

vibrant life in our church. This would include 

the resumption of our Sunday School classes 

and the possible addition of a young-adult 

class that will either meet on Sunday 

mornings, or as a Bible Study during the 

week. 

 We would also want to mention our 

burgeoning Youth Group, which is reaching 

out to young people throughout the area and 

across the county. In addition, we will be 

keeping tabs on the establishment of our 

Serenity Garden and Outdoor Chapel as well 

as our Food Pantry and Resource Center, 

which continues to thrive as it serves more 

and more people in need. 

 Other plans would include possible 

cookouts for youth activities, Girls Scouts,      

4-H, and other groups next spring and 

summer, including a potential community-

wide picnic and even some entertainment, 

through which we would provide a lunch as 

well as fellowship with our friends and 

neighbors. We might even think about setting 

up an outdoor café, through which we would 

invite others to stop by for some free coffee 

and some friendly conversation. 

 Inside, we are looking at video and audio 

upgrades in the Sanctuary, which we believe 

would further enhance our worship services and 

other activities, including possible livestreaming 

and archival options. In addition, we can take 

advantage of our new Gathering Grounds for 

youth meetings, Sunday morning fellowship, and 

a host of other activities. Outside, we are 

considering the implementation of more 

permanent audio system for our services in the 

outdoor chapel.  

 How about you? What’s happening with you? 

What would you like to do in the coming year? 

We know that 2020 has been a washout for the 

most part. Maybe we can make 2021 a water-

shed year. 

 Late summer rains have restored our fields 

and refreshed our lawns. Now, it appears that the 

grass is greener on both sides of the fence, 

particularly on our side. What a perfect time to 

continue feeding, fertilizing, and growing our 

efforts to serve the Lord and to serve others as the 

faithful disciples we have all been called to be. 

 Let’s all get involved if we can. Many hands 

make light work, and there is plenty of exciting 

work to be done! 

 Until we meet again, Be Blessed!  

Choices for Worship on Sundays 

Come inside with mask and social distancing. 

Bring a chair and radio tuned to 97.9 FM and sit 

on the lawn as long as the weather permits. 

Listen without ever leaving your car by tuning in 

to 97.9 FM on your radio. 



 
Welcome Center Staffing 

October 4, 11 ~ Connie Reed 

October 18, 25 ~ Roger Burckhart 

Our Welcome Team is a group of dedicated 

individuals who staff the  Welcome Center each 

Sunday morning before worship. Won’t you help 

us with this important ministry of the church? 

Contact Carol Gossage for more information and 

to sign up. 

Weekday Bible Studies 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study group is taking some 

time off. If you are interested 

in joining this group when 

they reconvene in mid-

October please contact Pam Domer at    

330-601-3926. or pamdomer@gmail.com 

New Addresses 

Bill Stewart Sharon Stitzlein 

2015 Home St 1346 St Rt 89, Lot #6 

Hastings NE 68901 Ashland OH 44805 

Spiritual  

Growth 

Bookworms 

 — October 22 at 7:00 p.m. 

Bookworms is our local chapter of 

the National United Methodist 

Women Reading Program. It meets on the 

fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. 

in the SingMar room. Categories for reading 

include Education for Mission, Leadership 

Development, Nurturing for Community, 

Social Action and Spiritual Growth. Contact 

Sandy Hower if you have questions or to 

suggest book titles for us to read.  

The book for October is The Weight of 

Mercy: A Novice Pastor on the City Streets, 

by Deb Richardson-Moore. For 27 years Deb 

was a journalist in the Deep South. Then she 

retrained as a Baptist pastor, and accepted a 

post at the Triune Mercy Center, a run-down 

inner-city church where the homeless 

gathered. It was a shock. Full of color and 

incident, Deb's story is a testament to messy 

grace and the presence of the Spirit in the 

hard places of the world.  

Food Pantry 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support of 

our food pantry! It is serving the community every 

single day!  How exciting! As the weather turns 

cold, we will be transitioning the pantry to dry 

goods, so that we don’t have to worry about food 

freezing in the frigid temperatures. We will still 

have canned goods available for pick up inside, but 

the outside food should be more weather-proof. 

Here are some examples of foods that would be 

appropriate to donate for the outdoor part of the 

pantry. 

 

Boxed mashed potatoes Rice side-dish packets 

Macaroni & Cheese Dry milk 

Pancake mix                       Ramen noodles                 

Muffin mix Cake mix                              

Cereal                                  Instant oatmeal                                 

Hot chocolate mix Crackers                                

Personal hygiene items 

Peanut butter & jelly (in plastic only)                        

Pancake syrup (in plastic only)     

Soup mixes such as Lipton or Bear Creek (at RKO)               

 

As a reminder, we cannot accept anything that is 

not in tamper-resistant packaging, such as bulk 

food store items that are bagged and twist-tied. 

We also cannot take perishable goods.  We have 

no way to store them and prevent spoilage. 

Again, thank you all for giving generously to this 

mission! May you be blessed abundantly in return! 

Cindy 

World Thank Offering will be collected on 

November 15. If you do not participate in 

the Least Coin Offering,* please consider 

putting aside some money each day until 

Thanksgiving, in Thanks for all of the 

Blessings we have been given, in order to 

help those who need Blessings. 

*The least coin becomes the symbol of 

prayer for peace and reconciliation. Shanit 

Solomon began it in India in 1965. Women 

everywhere can have a sense of being a part 

of a worldwide family as they pray and set 

aside the least coin of their country. 



 

Cindy Mykrantz and 

Robin Kitchen have 

designed a layette bundle 

that we would love to 

share in our neighborhood. 

They can be found in the classroom 

across from the church office. Or call Cindy 

Mykrantz. If you take a layette, please sign 

the clipboard or let Cindy know so she can 

replenish. Donations are always welcome. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Sheri Finn 

 5 Tina Clevidence 

  Kim Domer 

 6 Sara Hauser 

 15 Rosie Troutman 

 21 Julie Grossniklaus 

 26 David Jolliff 

 28 Pat Bunt 

 29 Karen Wiley 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 7 Julie and Rick Grossniklaus 

 16 Miriam and Dave Zech 

Wish your neighbor a 

happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database.  

Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections. 

Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will 

continue to collect food 

on the first Sunday of 

each month as we come 

to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will 

help support our in-

house food pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People. See 

separate article for suggested donations. 

Health and Wellness Corner ~  

 INFLUENZA VIRUS VACCINE 

 The Influenza Virus Vaccine is given every year 

before or at the start of flu season to prevent getting 

the respiratory virus called Influenza. 

 The vaccine only protects you from some strains 

of Influenza and the vaccine changes every year to 

include protection against the most popular strains 

for that year. 

 It is important to tell the pharmacist or 

healthcare provider if you have any of the following 

conditions before you get your vaccine: any bleeding 

disorders, infections, fever, neurological or immune 

system problems, pregnant, breastfeeding, Multiple 

Sclerosis, or any allergies or reactions to medications. 

 The Influenza Vaccine may have an adverse 

reaction with the following: chemotherapy, 

radiation, blood thinners, any medications that 

lower immune system, phenytoin, steroids. 

Theophylline, and other vaccines.  

 Make sure your pharmacist or healthcare 

provider is aware of all of your current medications. 

 It is normal to have a localized, mild rash, some 

redness, some swelling, and soreness at injection site. 

You may also have a mild fever, headache, muscle 

aches, and tiredness that should all be gone by the 

third day. If symptoms persist longer than three days, 

contact your physician. 

 If you get hives, rash beyond the injection site, or 

swelling of face, tongue, or lips contact your 

physician immediately! 

 Influenza Vaccine is strongly recommended as 

this virus can be life threatening, especially for those 

who have underlying health conditions. Talk with 

your physician to make sure the vaccine is not contra

-indicated. 

 

DON’T FORGET TO GET YOUR FLU VACCINE! 

We will begin meeting again in 

October at the church and continue 

on the second and fourth Tuesdays 

at 1:00 pm. Oak Chapel is now an 

official Days for Girls Team! As a 

Days for Girls team, we sew reusable 

sanitary products for girls in 

underdeveloped countries. Most of us have taken a 

brief time off to sew masks for Wooster Community 

Hospital and our families and friends. Anyone not 

comfortable with meeting at the church is welcome to 

take items home to work on. We welcome new 

members anytime. 



 

Hope you are all surviving the 

pandemic and keeping hope and 

faith that God will lead us to 

bright futures! We are six 

months into this pandemic and 

our faith in God prevails! I know 

it is hard! We are all struggling with things, but 

remember God will never fail us! God is always 

here, ALWAYS! I ask you to be patient with others 

and also with yourself. It is not our job to judge 

others and we all just need to do the best we can 

with all this! Not everyone will agree with you or 

react to things the same. God just wants us to love 

him and love each other. The Membership Care 

Committee is here for you also. Please let us know 

if there is something, we can assist you with. 

The Membership Care Committee has a list of 

homebound members who are called by one of 

the committee members on a regular basis.  

Please contact Christy Rickard, 330-264-3830 

with any member needs.  

We would like to encourage the congregation 

to send cards to home bound and those who have 

had illnesses that we have been praying for.  

Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate 

getting meals to those members of our church 

who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an 

area where you could help, such as cooking or 

delivering, please call Cheryl at 330-262-9369. 

Photos for the Church Directory previously 

scheduled for May 5 have been postponed due to 

COVID 19. 

Please see Christy Rickard if you have a request 

for speaker topics that would be of interest. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate attitude 

looking to God for guidance.  

May God be with you all. Praying for better 

days and for the health and wellness of our 

congregation and the world. 

Breakfast is Back! 

October 10 at Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 a.m. 

All men and boys are 

welcome. Mark your calendar for the second 

Saturday of each month. 

 

The Executive 

Committee met 

September 22. It 

was decided that 

we would try to 

have a Fall Bazaar Saturday, October 17 from 

10 am-2 p.m. (More details in a separate 

article.)  

The treat bags we delivered to women who 

have been sheltering were well received and 

we want to do another round this fall. The 

Ham Loaf To Go fundraiser raised about $450. 

The money will help us continue mission 

projects of our Unit. It will also help us pay our 

Pledge to the Women's Division for global 

mission support. 

Thank you to all who helped—either by 

preparing or by eating! 

The BAZAAR IS COMING!!!  

After much discussion, we have decided to 

give the Annual Bazaar a try. There will be 

many changes this year in order to keep it a 

COVID-friendly event. The main changes will 

be the Lunch Counter will be Take-Out Only. 

We can sell food in single servings or “bulk,” as 

in quarts of soup, and the menu will be more 

limited  

Our tables of crafts and Nice As New will 

be spread out for easier access, and the Kitchen 

Corner will appear in a new location by the 

closet in the Fellowship Hall. There will be only 

one checkout station by the door. 

What we need from our members are 

Crafts Crafts Crafts! They can be decorative, 

helpful around the house, gift-able, fun, etc. 

Get you thinking caps on QUICKLY and start 

working! If it is possible, put your finished 

products in zippered bags to keep clean and 

protect our customers. 

We also need ADVERTISING! Please spread 

the word on your social media. 

MINCEMEAT—Please PRE-ORDER This year 

we will take orders for mincemeat. If you know 

someone in the community who has previously 

purchased at the Bazaar, please contact them in 

the next few weeks. It is still $10/quart. It will 

have to be picked up at the Church either on 

Bazaar Day or by appointment—call the Church 

during office hours. There will be order forms in 

the Narthex. Put them in the collection plate or 

give to Miriam Zech. Payment in advanced is 

appreciated but not necessary. 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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