
October 18, 2020 

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

Welcome, Announcements and Parish Notes Pastor John 

 

Prelude  Jen Moser 

 

*Responsive Reading (Psalm 103:20-22) 

One: Praise the Lord, you his angels, you mighty 

ones who do his bidding, who obey his word. 

All: Praise the Lord, all his heavenly hosts, you his 

servants who do his will. 

One: Praise the Lord, all his works everywhere in his 

dominion. 

All: Praise the Lord, my soul. 

 

*Hymn “Praise to the Lord” No. 139 

 verses 1 and 3 

 

*Prayer of Assurance and Affirmation 

 Holy and Living God, how often we lose our way, even 

though the path you provide for us is clearly marked, 

and brightly illuminated. We pray today and every day 

for vision, clarity, and guidance that comes through our 

commitment to a life of obedience and reverence. 

Though we live in a dangerous world, filled with 

temptation and evil, we know that you are there to 

counsel, protect, and deliver us, and for that we bow in 

humble adoration. Amen! 

 

Unison Prayer  

 Great and Powerful God, we acknowledge your call to 

follow your Word and keep your Commandments. 

Although our intent is genuine, our behavior is often 

not. Grant us the wisdom and give us the strength to 

absorb, embrace, and honor your Word, so that even 

though we cannot achieve perfection, we can certainly 

pursue a life of obedience and holiness in order that our 

lives will be living testimonies of our faith, inspiring 

others to see and believe. Amen! 

 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

 Gracious and Majestic Savior, we have once again fallen 

short of your incomparable glory. We humbly confess 

our sins as we bow down before you, seeking your 

forgiveness while also striving to honor your command 

to forgive others. We offer our thanks and praise for 

your great compassion that exonerates, cleanses, and 

purifies so that we may become acceptable in the sight of 

your Heavenly Father, today and forevermore. Amen! 

 

Prayer of Illumination 

 

New Testament Reading I Peter 1:13-23  

  Response One: Let us Rejoice in God’s Holy Word! 

  All: For His Word brings us Light, Hope, and Joy! 

 

*Gloria Patri  No. 70 

    

*Hymn “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” No. 452 

 verses 1, 2 

 

Sermon “Ode to Obedience ”  Pastor John 

   

Our Morning Prayer 

As we gather today as a fellowship of believers, let us lift    

up our prayers and petitions at this time.  

    Pastoral Prayer 

    The Lord’s Prayer    No. 895 

        

Presentation to God of Our Gifts  

  *Doxology    No. 95 

 

*Hymn “Christ for the World We Sing” No. 568 

 Verses 1,3,4 

   

Benediction and Postlude  

*=please stand in body or spirit 

 

Oak Chapel’s ‘Top 10’ Plans and Strategies for 2021 

Oak Chapel’s theme for 2021 is “Inside-Out.” It reflects our 

efforts to turn the church inside-out and make it more 

accessible to friends, neighbors, and other members of the 

community at large. Our goal is to take the message of God 

to the people, to a place where they are comfortable, and 

eventually invite them into active involvement (and perhaps 

even membership) in the church. Our plans and strategies for 

the coming year include the following… 

Youth: Our top priority is to establish an active and vibrant 

youth fellowship that includes not only members of the 

church, but also others in the community, especially those 

who do not have a home church. We have already begun 

this effort, and we’re hopeful that this group will expand 

throughout the coming year. 

Growth: We hope to grow our church by reaching out to 

our neighbors as well as former members who have left the 

church and have not been worshipping elsewhere. We 

want to make Oak Chapel an attractive and welcoming 

destination for anyone in the community. 

Outreach: We will continue our outreach efforts as we 

expand our Food Pantry operation, which provides items 

for those in need in our community. We also want to 

explore more global options as well. 

Serenity Garden: We are continuing with our plans to 

develop a Serenity Garden on the grounds of the church 

where people can pray, mourn, and be joyful in the peace, 

privacy, and solitude of an outdoor setting. Most of this 

work will take place in the spring. 

Outdoor Chapel: In line with the Serenity Garden, we are 

hoping to create an outdoor chapel, where we can worship 

in warmer weather, as well as hold weddings, funerals, 

community gatherings, and other events. 

Sunday School: We hope to restart our Sunday School 

program and add a young adult class as well as a youth class, 

both of which have been dormant for several years. 

Vacation Bible School: Speaking of youth, we hope to 

sponsor a novel Vacation Bible School in the summer. We 

are looking for creative ideas and committed disciples to 

make this work. 



Our Prayer List 

Our neighbors and our community, those serving 

in the armed forces, our country, its leaders  

Our Church Family 

Jennifer Adair April Aten    

Betsy Bower Arden Boyer  

Tina Braucher Bill Feldman   

Esther Franks Wayne Kahrig   

Elsie Mykrantz Betty Princehorn  

Christy Rickard Mark and Patti Ritchey 

Elaine Sprinkle Bill Stewart  

Connie Wheeler 

 

Our Friends, Family and Neighbors 

 Rev. Keith Bohley 

 Youth 

 Sheri Finn’s brother, Tom 

 Shanna Finn Hildebrandt’s father-in-law, Marcello 

 Amanda 

 Connie Reed’s niece, Brooklyn 
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Serving God and Community  

through Love, Compassion,  

Fellowship and Caring 

Oak Chapel’s ‘Top 10’ Plans and Strategies for 2021 

continued 

Stewardship: We will make a concerted effort to address 

financial stewardship in the coming year. Although we 

have a very giving congregation, we believe that it is 

important to provide additional education and insight for 

all of us.  

Audio-Video Enhancement: We are looking to introduce 

two video screens to our sanctuary to enhance worship, 

aid in education, and assist other presenters in our 

sanctuary. The roughly $6,500 project will require some 

fundraising in the coming months. 

Community Partnership: We are looking into a 

partnership with “O-Huddle,” a local Christian-based, 

youth-mentoring organization, to see if we can assist one 

another in our efforts to provide spiritual exposure and 

nurturing to young people. 

Opportunities for Ministry This Week 

 

Sunday 10/18 Worship 10:30 am 

 Youth Group 6:30 pm 

Monday 10/19 Bible Study 9:30 am 

 Trustees 6:30 pm 

Tuesday 10/20 Eastbrook Mission Barn 7:00 am 

 Blood Drive 2:30-7:00 pm 

 Girl Scouts 6:30 pm 

Thursday 10/22 Bookworms 7:00 pm 

Saturday 10/24 UMW Annual Celebration 

  

 

Looking Ahead  

Sunday 10/25 Worship 10:30 am 

 Speak Up Sunday 

Monday 10/26 Bible Study 9:30 am 

 Prayer Shawl 6:00 pm 

Tuesday 10/27 Days for Girls 1:00 pm 

 Girl Scouts 6:30 pm  

There will be a Blood Drive on Tuesday, October 20 

at St. Peter Lutheran Church in New Pittsburg. 

2:30—7:00 pm 

There will be no Glass Candy for sale this year. 

http://www.oakchapelumc.com

