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It’s the most wonderful time of the year.
At least it used to be. Remember when
gatherings with family and friends for a hearty
Thanksgiving meal warmed the heart and set
the tone for an exciting and enjoyable
Christmas celebration?
Well that was 2019. Little did we know
that 2020 would be so different in so many
ways. Racial strife, election mayhem, and, of
course, a pandemic that would turn our
world and our lives upside-down.
All of this puts us at a crossroads for the
final 31 days of the current year and the first
31 days of the new year. How should we
approach things? With joy and optimism as in
years past, or with doom and gloom as many
of us have done for the past nine months?
I’m going to suggest that we go with
Option 1. After all, our faith encourages us to
develop, maintain, and promote a positive
attitude. That was the gist of J.J.’s message on
November 8, and if a young person like that
can be bright and cheery, surely we can
follow suit.
Scripture is filled with encouraging
passages designed to lift us up, give us hope,
and bring us peace. Among my favorites is this
from Psalm 118, Verses 14-16: “The Lord is my
strength and my defense; he has become my
salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound
in the tents of the righteous: ‘The Lord's right
hand has done mighty things! The Lord's right
hand is lifted high; the Lord's right hand has
done mighty things!"
The Lord’s right hand is mentioned three
times in Verse 16, and with good reason. His
right hand is mighty and powerful; it has
done many righteous things; and ultimately it
will lift us up and guide us to our eternal
home with the Father in Heaven.
Also from the Old Testament
(Deuteronomy 31:6) comes this reassuring
message, especially in times of fear and
uncertainty: “Be strong and courageous.

Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for
the Lord your God goes with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake you."
That’s quite a promise. He emboldens us to
stand up and be strong because He has our back.
Most promising is His vow to never leave or
forsake us.
And finally, there is this from Isaiah 41:10,
which I have cited numerous times: “So do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”
If God is with us, who can be against us, and
who really cares anyway because they are no
match for “His righteous right hand.”
Take heart, dear friends. Despite the
circumstances, this truly is the most wonderful
time of the year as we prepare to celebrate the
birth of our Savior. Yes, things will be different,
but one very important thing is not — the
presence of God in our lives. So let us be joyful,
let us celebrate, and let us make a point to lift up
the downtrodden and less fortunate, especially in
the coming weeks. There are many who could
really use a boost, and we have been empowered
through our Heavenly Father to raise their spirits
by showing them the light of Christ, which reveals
His grace, mercy, hope, peace, and love.

Choices for Worship on Sundays
Come inside with mask and social distancing.
Listen without ever leaving your car, or maybe
your home, by tuning in to 97.9 FM on your
radio. Miriam reported listening from home.
Links to Pastor John’s sermon are posted on
our website to view on YouTube or to listen
as a podcast. https://oakchapelumc.com/
worship/sermons/

What will December look like at Oak Chapel?

With the pandemic wrecking havoc in our lives and COVID-19 numbers increasing at an alarming rate and
mandates being given meant to keep us safer, public gatherings, including worship, are in limbo and leadership
is constantly needing to change the plan.
Pastor John and the Worship Committee want to keep the congregation safe, all the while wanting to keep
some normalcy in our worship style. So here are the plans as this article is written.
Worship will continue in the Sanctuary at 10:30 Sunday morning. Our FM station, 97.9 will continue
broadcasting to the parking lot and beyond. Miriam Zech reports hearing the service from her home, so give it
a try.
If staying in the parking lot becomes uncomfortable in the cold, we have designed options for coming
inside. Keeping social distancing, there are still places in the Sanctuary available. Masks required.
We are also making classrooms available for individual households. Each room is equipped with a radio
tuned to 97.9FM. Masks are required going to and from these classrooms, but it is up to the household
whether or not they wear masks inside the classroom.
Fellowship Hall is also available with a radio tuned to 97.9FM. Masks are required.
IN ADDITION, reservations are required for classrooms and Fellowship Hall. There is a signup available on our website: www.oakchapelumc.com or you may call the office,
330.264.2537. This funny looking square will lead you to the sign-up.
We will also use this reservation system for classrooms on Christmas Eve service at 7:00 pm
on December 24. We hope these options will keep us connected both spiritually and socially.
We are exploring recording and streaming options so that if you are most comfortable
staying home, you will be able to engage fully and share in Oak Chapel worship.

Food Pantry

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support of
our food pantry! It is serving the community every
single day! How exciting! As the weather turns
cold, we will be transitioning the pantry to dry
goods, so that we don’t have to worry about food
freezing in the frigid temperatures. We will still
have canned goods available for pick up inside, but
the outside food should be more weather-proof.
Here are some examples of foods that would be
appropriate to donate for the outdoor part of the
pantry.
Boxed mashed potatoes
Rice side-dish packets
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry milk
Pancake mix
Ramen noodles
Muffin mix
Cake mix
Cereal
Instant oatmeal
Hot chocolate mix
Crackers
Personal hygiene items
Peanut butter & jelly (in plastic only)
Pancake syrup (in plastic only)
Soup mixes such as Lipton or Bear Creek (at RKO)
As a reminder, we cannot accept anything that is
not in tamper-resistant packaging, such as bulk
food store items that are bagged and twist-tied.
We also cannot take perishable goods. We have
no way to store them and prevent spoilage.
Again, thank you all for giving generously to this
mission! May you be blessed abundantly in return!

Bookworms

— January 28 at 7:00 p.m.
Bookworms is our local chapter
of the National United Methodist
Women Reading Program. It meets on the
fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
in the SingMar room. Categories for reading
include Education for Mission, Leadership
Development, Nurturing for Community,
Social Action and Spiritual Growth. Contact
Sandy Hower if you have questions or to
suggest book titles for us to read.
Next up—Boundless by Brian Bishop: In his
many travels as a researcher for Youth With
A Mission, Bryan Bishop discovered a
startling phenomenon: hidden movements of
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists who are
experiencing and following Jesus outside the
boundaries of traditional Western
Christianity. And they have plenty to teach
Christians in the West who feel spiritually
stagnant or disillusioned. Through colorful
firsthand accounts, Bishop unveils fresh
expressions of faith that can revitalize our
own. Those who have left or are feeling the
pull to leave the church, along with those
who chafe against Christianity's EuropeanAmerican cultural box, will welcome this
expansive view of what it looks like to
follow Christ.

Health and Wellness Corner ~ How To Stay
Safe During The Holidays
I am sure by now you have all heard the three steps
to being safe and protecting yourself from COVID
19, but here they are again.
1. Wear a mask over your mouth and nose.
2. Wash your hands frequently and when you have
touched unclean surfaces.
3. Keep six-feet between every person (social
distancing).
It is hard to plan any holiday get togethers for family
and friends with these rules in place. Some are
deciding just not to have get-togethers and this is
probably a good idea! There are other ways to
connect like through FACETIME or ZOOM or SKYPE.
We all would like to be with each other and
enjoying each other’s company with food and
fellowship but you have to ask the question; IS IT
SAFE? It only takes one person carrying the virus and
they may not have symptoms but still may be
carrying the virus for it to spread. There are still
many questions about this virus and some of them
we really do not know the answers to, but we need
to stay as safe as possible.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

2 Joanne Jolliff
Janice Kaser
7 Cyndi Boyer
9 Alice Giffin
10 Jen Moser
24 Alison Flanagan
Carol Gossage
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
5 Cindy and Stuart Mykrantz
14 Donna and David Anderson
22 Brianna and Will Lockhart
31 Ann and Wayne Kahrig

Wish your neighbor a
happy day!

This information comes from our
membership database.
Please contact the church office if
there are any corrections.

PLEASE STAY SAFE!!!!
Recipes! Recipes! Recipes!

We’d love for each of you to submit five recipes for
our packet of recipes to be added to your white
three-ring binder cookbook. No need to buy a
whole new book. Email Miriam or Elizabeth or bring
or send to the church office. Call us if you have
questions. bucki81@aol.com / eflogil@gmail.com
4203 W Old Lincoln Way 44691

Thank you all for the prayers, phone
calls, cards, and meals you provided
while I was recovering from my very
unexpected surgery. The road to
recovery has been long, but your love
and support have made a world of
difference. It is such a blessing to know
that my Oak Chapel family is always
there for me.
In Christ's Love, April

Feed My Sheep

Oak Chapel will
continue to collect food
on the first Sunday of
each month as we come
to the Lord’s table.
Food collected now will
help support our inhouse food pantry. Any surplus items will
be shared with People to People. See
separate article for suggested donations.

Oak Chapel is now an
official Days for Girls
Team! As a Days for
Girls team, we sew
reusable sanitary
products for girls in
underdeveloped
countries. We will begin meeting again
when it is safe to do so. Anyone is
welcome to take items home to work on.
We welcome new members anytime.

Spiritual
Growth

Weekday Bible Studies

The Monday morning Bible
Study group has grown as we
continue to meet via Zoom
and we welcome others to the
group at any time. We are
currently participating in a
study based on the book “Reaching for the
Invisible God” by Philip Yancey. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact Pam at
pamdomer@gmail.com or 330-601-3926.

2020 has been very challenging
in more ways than one! The
pandemic has made us all stop
and really focus on the things
that really matter. People
matter, all people matter!
God just wants us to love him and love each
other. Hopefully 2021 will bring peace and
happiness along with good health and many
blessings from God.
The Membership Care Committee is here for
you also. Please let us know if there is something,
we can assist you with.
We would like to encourage the congregation
to send cards to home bound and those who have
had illnesses for whom we have been praying.
Cheryl Rastetter continues to coordinate
getting meals to those members of our church
who have been ill or in the hospital. If this is an
area where you could help, such as cooking or
delivering, please call Cheryl at 330-262-9369.
The Membership Care Committee will be
preparing Christmas gifts for our homebound
members and distributing them.
Please see Christy Rickard if you have a request
for speaker topics that would be of interest in the
future. Please pray for the health and wellness of
our congregation/world.
Christy Rickard,
Membership Care Committee Chairperson

Breakfast is Back!

December 12 at Green
Leaf Restaurant at 7:30
a.m. All men and boys
are welcome. Mark your calendar for the
second Saturday of each month.

It has been an
"interesting" year for
us, hasn't it? As we
finish one year and
begin another, keep
our Sisters in Christ in your hearts and prayers.
The Executive Committee will meet (more than
likely virtually or by email) to determine our
final disbursements to the charities and
organizations we support.
The program booklet for next year will be
delayed. The calendar for meetings will be more
of "we hope we can meet" dates rather than
dates carved in stone. We are asking all women
to keep their office/committee assignments for
the coming year. If you wish to step down,
please let me know. Keep your current program
book for reference. If you have a change in
phone numbers or e-mail, please let us know!
Keep the Cookbook Expansion Pack in the
front of your minds! We still need more recipes. I
challenge you all to find five recipes to share, of
any kind!
We had one dozen prayer shawls blessed in
November and we are catching up on
distributing them. At the beginning of the new
year, we usually send ten to Wooster Hospital
for the Chaplain to distribute, so we can always
use more. The winter weather is perfect for
working on shawls, as you can keep yourself
warm while you work!
Please consider making a Pledge to Mission in
2021. Your monetary contributions support our
Pledge to the District and beyond. You may
make a one-time contribution or divide it up
throughout the year. Please wait until the new
year to make your donations to help us separate
this year's and next year's funds.
I hope that however you celebrate the
Christmas Season this year, you can feel
connected to all of us. Remember that while
celebrations and traditions may change, God's
Promises to us remain the same. Merry
Christmas!
Thank you! Miriam Zech, President

Acorn Submissions
The next issue is
February 2021.
The deadline is January 15.

Oak Chapel is on track to have better
security and surveillance for the
church property. This will consist of
both physical and electronic measures
and procedures.
Physical Security Solutions:
- Exterior door lights have been
upgraded to bright white LED
lights.
- The window well covers on the west side of the church
have been locked.
- The windows on the east side of Fellowship Hall will
have a security mesh.
- The keyset on the double wood doors into the narthex
has been removed.
- The two steel exterior doors have had latch guards
installed.
- All exterior doors have been rekeyed.
Physical Security Procedures:
- All exterior doors should be locked except when actively
in use and/or monitored. We have Ring Video for
visitors to announce their arrival.
- All exterior doors, except for the wooden doors, must be
locked during worship services.
- Office and food pantry doors must be locked when not
occupied.
Electronic Security Solutions:
- Ring Video Doorbell has been installed at glass doors.
- MCTV Safeguard Security System has been installed.
- Surveillance cameras will be installed around the outside
of the building.
If you have questions, please contact Stuart Mykrantz.

Outreach

This year Oak Chapel will
participate in Mt. Vision
Christmas in Appalachia
by sending gifts to
children in Webster Springs, West Virginia. As we plan for
the year ahead we welcome your ideas of projects that
will increase our presence in our community and beyond.
Please contact Pam Domer with any ideas you might have
for future outreach projects at office@oakchapelumc.com
or 330-601-3926.

Financial News

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday
for budgeted expenses (October 2020):
$1,767
Received in October:
10/04 - $1,525.00
10/11 - $3,267.50
10/18 - $1,097.00
10/25 - $1,825.00
As of 10/31/2020, we received about
109% of our budgeted income for the
month of October and 81% YTD. Our
trend continues upwards; it improved
again over the previous month. Oak
Chapel is alive and well!
Thanks! Stuart

Oak Chapel UMW will
now be partnering with
the Wooster Pregnancy
Care Center to
distribute our Layettes to new mothers
in the Wooster Area.
The Wooster Pregnancy Care Center
is currently located on the third floor of
the building just east of The Spoon. This
year so far they have had 12 babies
born, but have had up to 30 a year, so
I think this is a ministry we can easily
take on.
Robin Kitchen will be our liaison
with the Center and will be assembling
and delivering the layettes. They have
three layettes on hand, and we will
supply as needed. A church brochure
and a card from UMW are included in
the bundle.
If you would like to donate supplies,
you are welcome to do so. Supplies
included in the layette are booties/socks,
wipes, a bottle, a pkg of 2 pacifiers, 4
disposable diapers, 2 cloth diapers, 2
onsies (one white and one print), all
wrapped up in a receiving blanket and
closed with 2 diaper pins.
There is a list of items in the food
pantry on the layette display. Our
Layette program will have new life
during this crazy time of COVID! Thanks
for your support!
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
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office@oakchapelumc.com
Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com
WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT!
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800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305
866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com
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