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State of the Chapel Address:
‘Persist and Prevail!’

Every year at about this time, the President
of the United States speaks to the nation,
delivering the annual State of the Union
address. It gives the Commander-in-chief an
opportunity to assess the status of the country
and set the tone for the coming year. Needless
to say, this year’s address will be of great
interest to our citizens as we try to emerge
from the pandemic and a range of other
difficult issues.
Churches typically don’t engage in such
addresses. After all, our forefathers established
an appropriate separation of church and state
so that no one would be prohibited from
worshipping or forced to worship against his or
her will. However, perhaps houses of worship,
like Oak Chapel, should engage in a similar
annual process. As a church, we have much to
celebrate, but also much yet to do — perhaps
more than at any other time in our history.
The entire world has been compromised by
the coronavirus. Life as we once knew it has
changed dramatically, but the real issue is how
we respond, and speaking on behalf of our
church, I know that we will rise again!
After a brief hiatus at Oak Chapel this past
year, we decided to produce a series of
abbreviated worship services on video that
could be viewed online and on local cable
television. The objective was to keep
connected to each of you, but also to introduce
ourselves to a new audience. The videos
continued through May, at which time we
decided to resume in-person worship services
with a bit of a twist — we would do so
outside. The weather cooperated beautifully —
no doubt the result of divine intervention (and
a lot of hard work by some of our members)

— and we celebrated in the sunshine for three
consecutive weeks, beginning in mid-June.
Then, we returned inside for the first time in
four months, celebrating the return of our bell,
which hadn’t rung in more than a decade, and
rededicating the sanctuary (using the liturgy from
the original dedication, read by our beloved
Sandy McLachlan, surviving spouse of former
Pastor John McLachlan) after our church was
violated by a burglary in April — on Maundy
Thursday, no less.
Since then, we have added the option of
worshipping in one’s vehicle by listening on the
radio, and we initiated our first livestream on
Christmas Eve. (Thanks to Tom Rife and Jen
Moser.)
The overarching intention from the beginning
of the pandemic has been to keep everyone
engaged, and we believe that we have been able
to do that, not just through worship, but also
through the efforts of our faithful and loyal
members. So many of you have marched boldly
forward, continuing mission efforts and activities,
including the annual fall bazaar and the
marvelous blanket, prayer-shawl, and foodpantry ministries, among others. We also hope to
resume other activities in the coming year,
including our glass-candy making, our chili
cookoff, and our participation in the annual
Highway/Buy-Way Sale, as well as the return of
Sunday School classes, and some form of Vacation
Bible School.
So, that’s where we’ve been. The question
now becomes, where are we going?
We have learned many painful lessons during
the pandemic, not the least of which is the reality
that there is so much beyond our control, but that
doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t plan for the
future, and so we will.
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Here are a few goals for the coming year…
1. Rebuild our Base: Let us increase active
participation among our members by welcoming all
of you back to in-person worship and other
activities when you feel safe and comfortable.
2. Expand our Horizons: Let’s find a way to
reach out to those outside of the church and
welcome them inside. Our two-by-two endeavor
was very successful, and we will look forward to
other opportunities in the coming year.
3. Ignite our Youth Movement: Let us actively
sow seeds for the future of our church and the
advancement of God’s kingdom on earth by
resuming our efforts to foster an active and vibrant
youth group.
4. Enhance the Church: Let us build on the
success of such endeavors as the Food Pantry and
the Gathering Grounds by moving forward with
such projects as the Serenity Garden, video screens
in the sanctuary, and various other projects as they
are proposed.
We have persisted in the face of numerous
obstacles; we have endured through difficult times;
and we will prevail through the grace of God and
the power of our faith.
Take heart! Better days lie ahead!
Until we meet again, Be Blessed!

Choices for Worship on Sundays
Come inside with mask and social distancing.
Live stream on YouTube.com
Listen without leaving your car, by tuning in
to 97.9 FM on your radio.
Links to Pastor John’s sermon are posted on
our website to view on YouTube or to listen
as a podcast. https://oakchapelumc.com/
worship/sermons/

Breakfast is Back!

February 13 at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 a.m.
All men and boys are
welcome. Mark your calendar for the second
Saturday of each month.

The Monday morning Bible Study
group continues to meet at 9:30
am via Zoom and we welcome
others to the group at any time.
We are currently participating in a
study based on the book
“Reaching for the Invisible God”
by Philip Yancey but will be starting a new study
in March. This study will focus on prayer and
will be led by Pastor John. If you are interested
in joining this group please contact Pam Domer
at office@oakchapelumc.com or 330-601-3926.
Spiritual
Growth

Ash Wednesday is a Christian holy day of

prayer and fasting, and falls on the first day of
Lent, the six weeks of penitence before Easter.
Imposition of ashes is a reminder of our
mortality. A face mask is a reminder of our
mortality!

Food Pantry

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support of
our food pantry! It is serving the community every
single day! How exciting! Here are some
examples of foods that would be appropriate to
donate for the outdoor part of the pantry.
Boxed mashed potatoes
Dry milk
Rice side-dish packets
Crackers
Macaroni & Cheese
Cereal
Instant oatmeal
Muffin mix
Hot chocolate mix
Ramen noodles
Pancake mix
Cake mix
Personal hygiene items
Peanut butter & jelly (in plastic only)
Pancake syrup (in plastic only)
Soup mixes such as Lipton or Bear Creek (at RKO)
As a reminder, we cannot accept anything that is
not in tamper-resistant packaging, such as bulk
food store items that are bagged and twist-tied.
We also cannot take perishable goods. We have
no way to store them and prevent spoilage.
Again, thank you all for giving generously to this
mission! May you be blessed abundantly in return!
Oak Chapel UMW is partnering
with the Wooster Pregnancy Care
Center to distribute our Layettes
to new mothers in the Wooster
area, as well as being available for you to share in
in community. Pick one up in the room across
from the office and sign the appropriate list, or
contact Robin Kitchen if you would like help.
Supply donations are also appreciated.

Recipes! Recipes! Recipes!

We’d love for each of you to submit five recipes for
our packet of recipes to be added to your white
three-ring binder cookbook. No need to buy a
whole new book. Email Miriam or Elizabeth or bring
or send to the church office. Call us if you have
questions. bucki81@aol.com / eflogil@gmail.com
4203 W Old Lincoln Way 44691

The Executive Committee recently
met and we are happy to report that
COVID-19 isn't going to keep us from
working on our mission! Many
groups are still on hiatus from meeting in person, but we
have things you can do from home. Prayer Shawls can be
knitted, crocheted, fleece or sewn. Books on the UMW
reading list can be read. Items for the Fall Bazaar can be
started!!
We really need help with RECIPES FOR THE
COOKBOOK add-on!! I am as guilty as anyone else on
putting this off. PLEASE write down your favorites not
already in the newest book (white notebook-style) E-mail or
deliver to the church. (Elizabeth or Miriam)
And now—the money sermon. Each year UMW Units
are asked to increase their Pledge to Mission as part of the 5
Star Unit program. Even before COVID-19, we felt we were
pushing the limit we could reasonably manage. We decided
to reset our Pledge to $1500. That being said, we will be
talking about individuals' Pledges/contributions for 2021 in
church, and will be sending out more info in an email and
the bulletin. Please consider making a pledge which can be
paid anytime (in installments if you want) this year.
The Goodie Bags we delivered last fall to our Sisters
unable to worship with us were a hit, so we will do another
round in March. We will have a “Green” theme. We will
need donations and people willing to drop them off nocontact style. Stay tuned for details.
On April 18th there will be a soup/bread sale after
church. More info later.
Take Care of Yourselves and Each Other!
Miriam

Feed My Sheep

Oak Chapel will continue to collect
food on the first Sunday of each month
as we come to the Lord’s table. Food
collected now will help support our inhouse food pantry. Any surplus items
will be shared with People to People.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
3 Jeff Burckhart
Jay Hauser
4 Ewing Giffin
5 Terra Aten
6 Pete Bunt
14 Paul Kauffman
16 Cathy Shallenberger
27 Kate Jolliff

Wish your neighbor a
happy day!

This information comes from our
membership database.
Please contact the church office if
there are any corrections.

Outreach

We are
planning
for the year
ahead and
we welcome your ideas for projects that
will increase our presence in our
community and beyond. Please contact
Pam Domer with any ideas you might
have for future outreach projects at 330601-3926 or office@oakchapelumc.com.

Oak Chapel is now an
official Days for Girls
Team! As a Days for
Girls team, we sew
reusable sanitary
products for girls in
underdeveloped
countries. We will begin meeting again
when it is safe to do so. Anyone is
welcome to take items home to work on.
We welcome new members anytime.

Acorn Submissions
The next issue is
March 2021. The
deadline is February 15.

Happy 2021! At least I hope it
will be happy!
Many are finding that it is hard
to be patient with everything
that COVID-19 has interrupted
and postponed. God has a plan,
and I am confident in that! Keep the faith and try
to be patient! Know you are not alone, and God
is always with us!
The Membership Care Committee is here for
you also. Please let us know if there is some way
we can assist you.
I would like to express great gratitude to
Cheryl Rastetter for making some beautiful
blankets for our homebound members! Cheryl,
you are so talented and generous; you are very
much appreciated! Also a great big thank you to JJ
and the youth group for delivering the blankets!
We would like to encourage the congregation
to send cards to the home bound and those who
have had illnesses for whom we have been
praying.
Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for
those members of our church who have been ill
or in the hospital. If this is an area where you
could help, such as cooking or delivering, please
call Cheryl at 330-262-9369.
We look forward to caring for our Church
members with a caring and compassionate attitude
looking to God for guidance.
May God be with you all. Praying for better
days and for the health and wellness of our
congregation/world.
Christy Rickard,

Health and Wellness Corner
~ COVID 19 Vaccine
 The FDA has approved two vaccines for COVID-19


















made by Pfizer and Moderna.
Both vaccines require two doses.
Pfizer 21 days apart; Moderna 28 days apart.
If the 2nd dose is given later than this timeframe it
does not effect the affectiveness of the vaccine and
can be given at a later date.
Pfizer vaccine can be given to anyone older than
age 16.
Moderna can be given to anyone older than
age 18.
If you have had adverse reactions to the flu vaccine
or any vaccine, talk to your doctor before getting
this vaccine.
If you are unsure if you should get the vaccine, talk
to your doctor.
It is strongly encouraged that when the vaccine is
offered to you, that you get it unless your doctor
tells you that you should not take it.
The most common side effects of the vaccine are
mild and include: soreness, swelling, and
tenderness at the injection site. muscle aches, fever,
and fatigue. Symptoms usually do not last more
than two days.
If a large number of people get vaccinated, it is
believed this will greatly slow the spread of
COVID-19.
You will still need to wear a mask, wash your
hands frequently, and practice social distancing
until further notice.

How do we find those who are being trafficked?
We go to the Super Bowl, where history has shown that FOUR TIMES the amount of
those being trafficked will be in ONE location for ONE weekend out of the year. Yes, it's
that time of year where we mobilize nearly 300 people to offer a tangible lifeline to those
who are in pain, hopeless, lonely, abused, and in need of a path out of human trafficking.
For our 10th Super Bowl Soap-Up, we are teaming up with several amazing organizations as an official event
of the Super Bowl!
We will deliver 50,000 bars of soap across 300 hotels in Tampa this weekend. Despite COVID-19 restrictions,
we are still expecting an influx of 25,000 people!
We will educate the hotels on missing children who may be in the area, and provide those who are being
trafficked a discreet way to call for help and support in an actual moment of need.
For more information visit Info@soapproject.org

Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————
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