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Nothing Can Rob Us of Our Relationship
with Jesus

We were robbed!
That was my reaction when I was finally
able to process the scene in front of me on the
morning of April 9, 2020. It was Maundy
Thursday, and there were papers strewn all
over the floor in the main office. Who made
such a mess, I wondered. Then I realized that
some of the computers were missing and one
of the screens was bent and laying on the floor.
Finally, it dawned on me. Unwelcome visitors
had broken into Oak Chapel overnight.
What a shock! What a violation! Who on
earth would rob a church?
We still don’t know the answer to that
question, and we may never know, but either
way, we have vowed to forgive as Christ has
forgiven us.
At about the same time, we were robbed
by another unwelcome visitor of something
much more valuable — the opportunity to
worship in person, particularly on Easter
Sunday. A novel coronavirus, known as COVID
19, would cover the planet in short order and
force churches the world over to close
indefinitely. Some would never reopen.
Fortunately, we were able to gather again
several months later, offering several worship
options — first outside, then in the sanctuary,
as well as in one’s car in the parking lot, and in
the comfort of one’s home on the Internet via
livestream on YouTube.
Now what? With Holy Week rapidly
approaching, what should we do this year?
After some discussion, we have decided to
return to the way things used to be, at least
sort of, by offering options for Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday, leading up to a
joyous celebration on Easter Sunday.
Our Maundy Thursday service will begin at
7 p.m., and will be available for those who
wish to worship in person or online. For Good
Friday, we have a special treat: an encore

video presentation of the 2013 passion play from
Oak Chapel, which can be viewed on YouTube.
On Easter Sunday, we are looking into a possible
video message from our youth, followed by our
traditional in-person and online service at our
regular worship time.
Once again, three options will be available:
(1) in person, (2) in the parking lot, and (3)
online. If we have learned anything during the
past 12 months, it is that we need to be flexible,
patient, considerate, and understanding in all
circumstances.
Different people will choose to worship in
different ways, and we should be respectful of
those preferences. Some will want to follow the
traditional means of worship and choose to be in
the sanctuary. Some will still feel more
comfortable in their vehicles, while others will
want to worship online.
It really doesn’t matter, as long as we can be
together, even if that connection is virtual.
Moving forward, it is important to realize the
power and the presence of God in all things.
Despite the pain and suffering caused by the
coronavirus, God has never left us. In fact, he has
been by our side to comfort us and to lift us up.
Regardless of which option you choose, let’s
be sure to make the final week of Lent what it
was meant to be — a Holy Week. We can do this
through our reverence, our repentance, our
reconciliation, and ultimately, our redemption
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Remember what Scripture promises — that
nothing can separate us from the love of God.
Not a burglary, nor a worldwide pandemic, nor
anything else that might come our way.
Keep the faith, keep God’s commandments,
keep sharing His Word, and keep Easter the holy,
joyful, and glorious day it has always been —
regardless of where or how you celebrate.
He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!
Until we meet again, Be Blessed!

2021 Holy Week Schedule
March 28 – April 4
Palm Sunday

Traditional Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Maundy Thursday Service
7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Service

Video Replay of 2013 Service ~ on YouTube

Easter Sunday

Traditional Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Choices for Worship
Come inside with mask and social distancing.
Live stream on YouTube.com
Listen without leaving your car, by tuning in
to 97.9 FM on your radio.
Links to Pastor John’s sermons are posted on
our website to view on YouTube or to listen
as a podcast. https://oakchapelumc.com/
worship/sermons/

March 28, 2021
Commemorates
Jesus' triumphal
entry into
Jerusalem, an
event mentioned
in each of the four
Gospels. Palm
Sunday marks the
first day of Holy
Week, the last
week of the Christian solemn season of Lent that
precedes the arrival of Eastertide.
The Monday morning Bible Study
group continues to meet at 9:30
via Zoom and we welcome
others to the group at any time.
Pastor John is currently leading a
study based on the book “To
Pray and to Love” by Roberta C. Bondi, but will
be starting a new study after Easter. The topic
has yet to be determined, but we welcome input
from anyone wishing to join the group. If you
are interested please contact Pam Domer at
office@oakchapelumc.com or 330-601-3926.
Spiritual
Growth

The Jefferson Pioneers 4-H Club is up and

running! New this year is the addition of
Horse Projects! We have two advisors who
came to us looking for a place for some of
their members and we welcomed them in. We
are happy to have them, and we are also
happy to hear that Fairs can happen as
normal, and Camps should be back! Looking
forward to a great year!

To Make The Best Better!
Head, Hands, Heart, Health

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
3
5
25
29

Jax Everett
Connie Reed
April Aten
Lisa Yoss

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Breakfast is Back! April

10 at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 am. All
men and boys are
welcome. Mark your calendar for the second
Saturday of each month.

2 Tracy and Josh Miller
13 Shelia and Jeff Burckhart
24 Lori and Jay Hauser

Wish your neighbor a Happy day!
This information comes from our
membership database.
Please contact the church office if
there are any corrections.

A BIG Thank you to all who
donated items for the Ladies'
Goodie Bags and those who
delivered them! I know it means a
lot to our women to be remembered during this
extremely long Covid period. I hope that soon a number
of them will be able to join us in person again!
If you have not made a contribution to the Call To
Prayer and Self-Denial collection, please do so as soon as
possible so we can send it on. You can give it to our
Treasurer, Pam Domer or put it in the collection plate
clearly marked with Call To Prayer.
It is time to begin bringing things to make the Hygiene
Kits for UMCOR. The items we need are; hand towels,
wash cloths, comb (6 in. or longer- no pointy handles)
nail clippers, regular size bandages, toothbrush (must be in
its individual wrapper and no “advertising" flags or
slogans) and bath size bar of soap (No Ivory, Jergens or
other bars that are "soft," which can actually grow mold in
storage) We also can use one-gallon zipper bags to put
them in and monetary donations to pay UMCOR for
shipping costs to deliver the kits to those who need them
and for the toothpaste which is purchased right before
delivery. We will collect items through April and early
May. There will be a box in the Narthex and a sign
updating what we have and what we still need.
As we are seeing Light at the end of the Tunnel? Stay
tuned for updates about in-person events!
Miriam Zech—UMW President

Permission NOT to COOK Sunday!

SOUP to Go—Yummy—April 18, 2021

United Methodist Women is offering two yummy soups to
heat and enjoy at home. Meal will include one quart of soup
and a chunk of good bread. Meals must be pre-ordered by
April 11. Each will be $10. Payment can be made at pick-up.

Name _________________________________________
Phone number __________________________________
Soup Choice: _____ Vegetable _____ Broccoli Cheese
Total cost ________________

Paid _________

This is the information we need. You may fill out this
form, or phone your order to Elizabeth, 330.465.5782,
or the church office, or email to eflogil@gmail.com.
Meals will be available after worship on April 18.
Approximately 11:30-Noon.

Thank You very much for your support. All proceeds
will go to mission projects; locally and globally.

Thank you to my Church Family for all
the prayers, phone calls, texts, cards, and
positive thoughts! It has been a rough road
but I am doing well now! I am back to
work and thanking our Lord and Savior for
carrying me through! I love and appreciate
all of you! I am very blessed!
Your friend, Christy Rickard
Thanks to everyone for the wonderful
support of our food pantry! It is serving the
community every single day! How exciting!
As a reminder, we cannot accept
anything that is not in tamper-resistant
packaging. Nor can we take perishable
foods. Please, only shelf stable.

Art & Soul has been
cancelled for over a
year now. This group
typically meets on the
first Monday of each
month at 7:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall. We
would like to begin
meeting again in May, but we need your
thoughts and project ideas. Pinterest has
many great ideas. We would love to have
you share ideas you have tried at home.
Please contact the church office to let us
know if you are interested in meeting with
this group and if you have art/craft ideas
you would be willing to share.
The word “Lent” means “the lengthening
of daylight hours,” the coming of Spring,
when the purple and white crocus push
through the hard ground, promising
warmer days to come. Many devote this
time to fasting and abstinence, honoring
the Lord’s forty days in the wilderness.
Lent is all about a time of renewal, a
season of grace. Some choose to give up
something for Lent, fully aware that
nothing can compare to the life Jesus laid
down for us. His sacrifice is the heart of
the story. But not the end of the story.
The Lord’s resurrection is the most
glorious, victorious moment in history.
Paraphrased from “The Women
of Easter” by Liz Curtis Higgs.

The Membership Care
Committee is here for
you. Please let us know if
there is some way we can
assist you.
Our committee members
contact our homebound members on a regular
basis. Please contact Christy Rickard with any
member needs. 330.264.3830.
We would like to encourage the
congregation to send cards to the homebound
and those who have had illnesses for whom
we have been praying.
Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for
those members of our church who have been
ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where
you could help, such as cooking or delivering,
please call Cheryl at 330.262.9369.
We look forward to caring for our Church
members with a caring and compassionate
attitude looking to God for guidance.
May God be with you all. Praying for
better days and for the health and wellness of
our congregation/world.
Christy Rickard,
Membership Care Committee Chairperson

Outreach

We are planning
for the year
ahead and we
welcome your
ideas for projects that will increase our
presence in our community and beyond.
Please contact Pam Domer with any ideas
you might have for future outreach projects
at 330-601-3926 or

Health and Wellness Corner
~ Foot and Heel Pain












Heel pain is one of the most common reasons
people visit the Podiatrist (foot doctor).
Heel pain is most usually caused by Plantar
Fasciitis which is inflammation of the thick
fibrous band that goes from the heel to the toes.
Plantar Fasciitis can be very painful, but if treated
early can be easy to cure.
Treatments include shoes with good arch
support, inserts in your shoes, cortisone
injections, stretching exercises, anti-inflammatory
medications, oral steroids, taping of the foot,
physical therapy, icing foot, rolling frozen ice
bottle on the floor with your foot, wearing a
special boot for 3-4 weeks, but rarely surgery.
Causes for this inflammation are shoes with poor
arch support, running or jogging, poor walking
technique, like on the sides of your foot, heel
spurs, obesity, and traumatic injuries.
If you feel you may have Plantar Fasciitis you
should see your doctor sooner rather than later.
Take care of your feet!

Oak Chapel is now an official Days
for Girls Team! As a team, we sew
reusable sanitary products for girls
in underdeveloped countries. We
will begin meeting again in May.
We meet the first and third
Tuesdays of the month at 1:00 pm in the room
directly across from the church office. You can
help even if you do not sew as there is always a
need for pinners, cutters and help assembling the
kits. We welcome new members anytime.
Please join us on May 4 and 18.

Holy Week is the point at which the struggle of Lent gathers intensity. Like a crescendo in a symphony, it
moves toward the climactic events of Good Friday and Easter. Christianity is bland and sentimental without
the crucified, suffering and resurrected, living Christ.
Consider five points that dramatize the pivotal movement of the Gospel story, our story.
Supper with the disciples—1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Gethsemane—Luke 22:40-46
Golgotha—Luke 23:32-49
The time in between—after the shock and grief is the time of despair and loss of hope.
Easter—John 20-21, Eyes that see and ears that hear recognize the risen Christ—the face of another, in
ordinary tasks, in the events of history and in the rhythms of this wonderful earthly life. Christ is to be found
in the humble. Hope rises from despair, trust from fear, good from evil and life from death.
Taken from March/April response magazine, the magazine of women in mission.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor
Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary
Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director
Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian
Church Phone ...................................................................330-264-2537
Pastor John’s Cell Phone ....................................................330-988-2577
E-mail addresses:
pastor@oakchapelumc.com
office@oakchapelumc.com
Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com
WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT!
CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE
800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305
866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com
Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent
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