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Here We Go

After 14 months of relative inactivity, it’s time
for all of us to stand up — literally and
figuratively — stretch our legs and get moving.
Prolonged sitting still is not healthy —
physically, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually.
It’s time for us to move our body in a positive
direction and make a difference in this world.
What are your gifts, and how do they align
with your interests and the needs of the church…
• Do you like to cook? We have a job for you.
• Do you like to sing? We have a place for you.
• Do you enjoy worship? We have a way for
you to become involved.
• Do you like to work with your hands? We
have plenty of opportunities for you.
• Do you like to work with young people? We
have just the right spot for you.
• Do you like to reach out and help others? We
have a wonderful ministry for you.
An active church is a living church. A stagnant
church is a dying church. We all know what we
want for Oak Chapel — a place of worship and
mission that is alive and vibrant.
Pick your spot and jump right in, or, perhaps
suggest a new and different ministerial endeavor.
Either way, many hands make light work and
lead to productive outcomes. There’s no time like
the present. Hop on board, and help us make a
difference.

Serenity Garden and Outdoor Chapel

We’re getting closer and closer to breaking
ground on our new Serenity Garden and
Outdoor Chapel. Cheryl Rastetter and her
committee have done fabulous work planning
the project and Blair and Cathy Shallenberger
have been terrific in laying out the area and
preparing for construction this spring and
summer. When complete, we will have an area
to hold outdoor services, outreach events, youth,
Girl Scout, and 4H activities, as well as a place for

quiet prayer and reflection. Stay tuned for further
details and opportunities to assist with
construction.

Let’s Play

We are looking into some low-cost options
for a new playground set at the church. The
planning is in its very early stages and would
require Trustee approval, but having a nice new
playground might just attract some young families
to our church. If you have any interest in
participating or supporting the project, please
contact Pastor John.

Go Forth/Plant Seeds/Harvest

Now is the time for all of us to go beyond the
church walls and reach out to others in our
neighborhood and in the community at large. Let
us live and love for the Lord by reaching out to
others and offering them an invitation to join us
for worship and possibly even establish a longterm relationship with our church.
We have a lot to look forward to, and we are
excited to partner with each of you to make Oak
Chapel the church God intended it to be.
Until we meet again, Be Blessed!

Choices for Worship
Come inside with mask and social distancing.
Live stream on YouTube.com
Listen without leaving your car, by tuning in
to 97.9 FM on your radio.
Links to Pastor John’s sermons are posted on
our website to view on YouTube or to listen
as a podcast. https://oakchapelumc.com/
worship/sermons/

Looking Ahead

Here are some spring and summer dates
you might want to circle on your calendar…
• May 9: Mother’s Day
• May 23: Pentecost and United Methodist
Women Sunday. Our ladies will lead the
service and Sandra Hodge from Oberlin
will bring the message. Plan to wear red.
• June 16-19: Annual Conference—Virtual
• June 20: Father’s Day
• June 22: Pictorial Directory Day. We
haven’t had a pictorial directory in more
than a decade. It’s time to update our
photo gallery and our contact
information. Please keep that day open
and plan to have your photo taken. All
safety precautions will be taken.

The Monday morning Bible Study
group continues to meet at 9:30
via Zoom and we welcome
others to the group at any time.
Forty Days through the Book of
Romans by Max Lucado. If you
are interested please contact Pam Domer at
office@oakchapelumc.com or 330-601-3926.
Spiritual
Growth

Breakfast is back! May 8 at
Green Leaf Restaurant at
7:30 am. All men and boys
are welcome. Mark your
calendar for the second Saturday of each month.

Our annual tribute to our Veterans will be
incorporated into our Worship Service on
May 30 at 10:30 am.

MAY BIRTHDAYS

2 Dick Wiley
6 Donna Anderson
Tina Braucher
11 Abby Renker
18 John Heavilin
22 Shelia Burckhart
26 Ann Kahrig
29 Betsy Bower
Tom Bower

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Outreach

We welcome your
ideas for projects
that will increase
our presence in our
community and beyond. Please contact Pam
Domer with any ideas you might have for future
outreach projects at 330-601-3926 or
office@oakchapelumc.com.

1
3
14
21
25

Stacy and Tommy Jackson
Jen and Darrell Moser
Patti and Mark Ritchey
Christy and Pat Rickard
Pam and Kim Domer
Robin and Brad Kitchen
28 Phyllis and Dave Weaver

Wish your neighbor a Happy day!
This information comes from our
membership database.
Please contact the church office if
there are any corrections.

Acorn Submissions

The next issue is June 2021.
The deadline is May 15.

Thanks to all who helped make
the Soup To Go sale successful!
A great meal on a cool Spring
day or evening!
I would like to write about a lesser known way to
give to Missions. This is through our Gift To Mission
Cards. It is a way to honor someone by giving a gift
in their name. A card is sent to the individual you
wish to honor. Categories of cards are; Thank-You,
Congratulations, Thinking of You, A Special Day, A
New Baby, In The Service of Christ, Happy Birthday,
Christmas and Peace. Cards are $5.00 each. Check
with our Treasurer Pam Domer to order.
Gift In Memory Cards for a loved one are also
available at any time at the Church and can be for
any amount.
Would you help with our Hygiene Kits? Each year
we collect items recommended by UMCOR and
assemble kits. We deliver them to Eastbrook Mission
Barn in New Castle PA. Each kit needs.
One hand towel (15 x 25 – 17 x 27 inches)
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
One washcloth
No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels
One comb
Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth
No pocket combs or picks
Rattail and combs without handles are acceptable
but must have at least 6 inches of teeth
One toenail clipper
No emery boards or metal nail files
Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger)
No Ivory or Jergen’s soap
Do not remove from packaging
One adult toothbrush
Do not remove from packaging
Personal advertising not acceptable
10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches)
Common household bandages acceptable
As restrictions lighten up we will be doing
something to re-assemble as Women With A
Purpose! Stay tuned!

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful
support of our food pantry! It is serving the
community every single day! How exciting!
As a reminder, we cannot accept
anything that is not in tamper-resistant
packaging. Nor can we take perishable
foods. Please, only shelf stable.

Spring Clen-Up Day is May 8 at 9:00 am.

Many hands make light work of sprucing up
the outside of our church building. Wear
gloves and bring light tools if you have them.
Everyone is welcome!

Art & Soul is BACK on
May 3! This group
meets on the first
Monday of each month
at 7:00 pm in
Fellowship Hall. We
would love to have you
share ideas you have

For the past
few months,
the youth
group hasn’t
been active due
to covid.
However, with
warmer
weather
approaching,
we look towards starting back up with the
youth program. Though no date is set in
stone yet, those involved in the planning
will meet soon and discuss the next steps. If
anyone is interested in becoming active
with the program, or has any questions/
ideas, feel free to reach out to Pastor John,
Jen, JJ, or Erica.

The Christian holiday of Pentecost is a moveable feast, which is celebrated on the 50th day
(the seventh Sunday) from Easter Sunday. This year it falls on May 23. It commemorates the
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they
were in Jerusalem celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles
(Acts 2:1–31)

Hope and Faith in God
give us the confidence we
all desire and long for.
Enjoy the sunshine and
warmer weather!
Mark your calendars for
Church Directory pictures on June 22. We are
excited to get this project on its way! A sign-up
sheet for picture times is coming soon!
The Membership Care Committee is here
for you, please let us know if there is some
way we can assist you.
Our committee members contact our
homebound members on a regular basis.
Please contact Christy Rickard with any
member needs. 330.264.3830.
We would like to encourage the
congregation to send cards to the homebound
and those who have had illnesses for whom
we have been praying.
Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for
those members of our church who have been
ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where
you could help, such as cooking or delivering,
please call Cheryl at 330.262.9369.
We look forward to caring for our Church
members with a caring and compassionate
attitude looking to God for guidance.
May God be with you all. Praying for
better days and for the health and wellness of
our congregation/world.
Christy Rickard
Membership Care Committee Chairperson

Financial News

As of 03/31/2021, we received about 85% of
our budgeted income for the month of March
and 80% YTD; that’s an uptick from last
month. The Food Pantry and Helping Fund
continue to be well supported. Thank you
Oak Chapel! We’re alive and well!
Note: We have two other ongoing
unbudgeted projects that are available for
donations: $1,300 for Sanctuary audio
upgrade in conjunction with the theft
replacements and $1,400 for installation of the
external surveillance cameras.
Save the Date!
Community Impact Day is June 26.

Health and Wellness Corner
~Avoiding Tick Bites
Ticks are of big concern and are said to be in
large populous this year.
The best protection is to use insect repellent that
contains DEET and to wear long sleeved shirts and
pants that are light in color covering as much skin as
possible when in wooded areas or areas that are
known to have high populous of ticks. Clothes
should be tight woven. Tuck your pants into your
socks and shoes.
When going indoors after being in the woods or
doing yard work:
 Check your clothes, skin, all skin folds for ticks.
 Wash clothes immediately and take a shower.
 Check your hair for ticks.
 Check your pets for ticks when they come in
from outside.
 This is what a tick looks like:
They can be black or brown.
If you get bitten by a tick you
should seek medical attention as
tick bites can cause several serious
medical conditions including: Lyme Disease, Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever and other blood disorders.
Symptoms from a tick bite may include: fever,
chills, muscle aches, and itching, headaches, rash,
and tiredness.

We will begin on May 18 and
continue to meet on the first and
third Tuesdays of the month at
1:00 pm in the room directly across
from the church office. You can
help even if you do not sew as
there is always a need for pinners, cutters and
help assembling the kits. Oak Chapel is an official
Days for Girls Team! As a team, we sew reusable
sanitary products for girls in underdeveloped
countries.

Oak Chapel UMW has Layettes
available for you to share with
new mothers in our community.
Pick one up in the room across
from the office and sign the appropriate list, or
contact Robin Kitchen if you would like help.
Supply donations are also appreciated.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor
Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary
Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director
Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian
Church Phone ...................................................................330-264-2537
Pastor John’s Cell Phone ....................................................330-988-2577
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pastor@oakchapelumc.com
office@oakchapelumc.com
Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com
WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT!
CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE
800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305
866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com
Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent
Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant

