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 If you’ve seen Rodgers & Hammerstein's hit 

musical, “Carousel,” you’re likely to remember 

the hit song, “June is Bustin’ Out All Over.” 

 Included in the lyrics are these verses: “You 

can feel it in your heart. You can see it in the 

ground. You can see it in the trees, You can smell 

it in the breeze. Look around! Look around! Look 

around! June is bustin' out all over.” 

 Indeed, June is a month when we can all 

“bust out” of the doldrums, try new things, 

gather outside with family and friends, and rise to 

new heights. As a church, I am hoping that June 

will be a month in which we can all “bust out” in 

a variety of areas, including outreach, mission 

work, spiritual development, Christian education, 

worship and music, membership growth, and so 

much more. 

 While many see June as a month to slow 

down and relax, I would like to see it as a time to 

accelerate and ramp up our efforts. Here are 

some of the things we can look forward to this 

month at Oak Chapel… 

The Serenity Garden/Outdoor Chapel project 

is progressing quite nicely despite the adverse 

weather in early May. The footer for the wall has 

been poured and the pavers should be in place, 

along with an illuminated cedar cross, and a 

fountain near the end of the month, if not 

sooner. We are so grateful to those who have 

organized and worked on the project. It should 

become a hub for outdoor activities at the 

church, including worship services, baptisms, 

weddings, youth events, cookouts, Girl Scout 

activities, and 4-H meetings, not to mention a 

quiet place for prayer and reflection. 

Annual Conference will be held June 16-19. 

Once again it will take place online. If you have 

questions, or if you would like to participate, 

please contact Pastor John. 

A Father’s Day Cookout will be held after our 

worship service on June 20. Our men will be 

cooking up hot dogs and hamburgers along with 

side dishes and beverages. Make plans to join us 

 

for what we hope will be an outdoor celebration, 

but if the weather does not cooperate (as was the 

case on Mother’s Day), we will still serve our picnic 

meal inside in Fellowship Hall. 

An Art Exhibition featuring works by our own 

artist-in-residence, Bridget Kitchen, will be taking 

shape in the month of June. Bridget will be 

rendering meaningful scenes from the Bible. Once 

complete, the exhibition will be on display in the 

Narthex throughout the summer and possibly into 

the fall. 

Church Directory Photos will be taken on June 

22. If you have not already made an appointment, 

you can do so by signing up in the Narthex after 

worship on Sunday, or going online at ucdir.com 

(Code: OH2458/Password: Photos). We are hoping 

to get as close to 100-percent participation as 

possible. You need not be a member of the church. 

If you feel at home at Oak Chapel, you will be at 

home in our new directory. If you have any 

questions, please contact Christy Rickard, who is 

heading up the project. 

Community Impact Day will be held the 

morning of Saturday, June 26. This is a day set aside 

so that we can be active in mission that impacts 

local, national, and international communities. 

More information will follow in the weeks leading 

up to that day. 

So there you have it — just a few of the many 

activities and opportunities for service in the month 

of June. Additional events and projects are likely to 

be scheduled, so stay tuned. If you, like me, feel 

that you have been sitting for far too long and 

you’re ready to get up and get moving, just let us 

know, and we’ll be sure to connect you to a project 

or activity that fits your interest and skill set. 

Can you feel it in your heart? Can you see it in 

the trees? Can you smell it in the breeze? Look 

around! Look around! Look around! June is bustin' 

out all over — and so are we here at Oak Chapel! 

Until we meet again, Be Blessed!  

June 2021 



 

Coming along side other 

women in mission offers 

various opportunities, 

especially those relating to 

women, children, & youth. You will be 

encouraged to grow in faith & spirituality; asked 

to expand your knowledge on social & 

geographical concerns; invited to join in 

fellowship with other women; and maybe 

become better able to discern God’s particular call 

for you! United Methodist Women might be the 

place for you! 

      Acorn Submissions  

The next issue is July 2021. 

The deadline is June 15.  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 5 John Finn 

 6 Dan Clevidence 

 8 Bill Feldman 

  Lori Hauser 

 12 Ted Zech 

 14 Brad Kitchen 

  Elsie Mykrantz 

 19 Elaine Sprinkle 

 21 Ben Bower 

 24 Patti Pfander 

 30 Shannon Bower 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

 12 Shannon and Tom Bower 

 17 Tina and Dan Clevidence 

 18 Rosie and Bob Troutman 

 28 Karen and Dick Wiley 

 29 Cyndi and Rich Boyer 

Wish your neighbor a Happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database.  

Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections. 

Breakfast is back! June 12 at 

Green Leaf Restaurant at   

7:30 am. All men and boys 

are welcome. Mark your 

calendar for the second Saturday of each month. 

Looking Ahead 

 Here are some spring and summer dates you 

might want to circle on your calendar… 

 June 16-19: Annual Conference—Virtual 

 June 20: Cookout—everyone welcome! 

 June 22: Pictorial Directory Day. We haven’t 

had a pictorial directory in more than a 

decade. It’s time to update our photo gallery 

and our contact information. Please sign up 

now. All safety precautions will be taken. 

 June 26: Community Impact Day. Saturday, 

8:30 am until 12:30 pm. 

 July 23: Baseball Outing 

 August 12-14: By Way Sale 

Choices for Worship 

Come inside with mask and social distancing. 

Live stream on YouTube.com 

Listen without leaving your car, by tuning in 

to 97.9 FM on your radio.  

Links to Pastor John’s sermons are posted on 

our website to view on YouTube or to listen 

as a podcast. https://oakchapelumc.com/

worship/sermons/  

  

Oak Chapel is 

combining its graveside 

service with its 

traditional service in  

the Sanctuary on Memorial Day Weekend 

Sunday, May 30, at 10:30 am. Join us for a 

commemorating service remembering and 

honoring military personnel who have died in 

the performance of their military duties while 

serving in the United States Armed Forces. The 

service will include the Pledge of Allegiance, 

patriotic hymns, sermon by Pastor John and 

ending with the playing of Taps and the 

Benediction.  



 

Would you help with our 

Hygiene Kits? Each year we 

collect items recommended by 

UMCOR. We will assemble kits 

on June 26. We deliver them to Eastbrook Mission 

Barn in New Castle PA. Each kit needs: 

One hand towel (15 x 25 – 17 x 27 inches) 

  No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 

One washcloth 

  No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 

One comb 

  Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

  No pocket combs or picks 

  Rattail and combs without handles are acceptable 

but must have at least 6 inches of teeth 

One toenail clipper 

  No emery boards or metal nail files 

Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 

  No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 

  Do not remove from packaging 

One adult toothbrush 

  Do not remove from packaging 

  Personal advertising not acceptable 

10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) 

  Common household bandages acceptable 

Monetary donations are also welcome. 

 

As restrictions lighten up we will be doing 

something to re-assemble as Women With A   

Purpose! Stay tuned! 

Art & Soul has begun meeting 

once again. Thanks to 

Miriam Zech for showing us 

how to make aluminum 

flowers. In June Carol Gasser 

will share her skill in the art 

of jewelry making. This group meets on the 

first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in 

Fellowship Hall. Please contact the church 

office if you have art/craft ideas you would 

be willing to share. Hope to see you June 7. 

 

On Sunday June 20, United Methodist Men 

will host a Fathers’ Day lunch immediately 

after church services. The men will cook 

hamburgers and hotdogs to serve with 

potato salad, chips, lemonade and water. 

The only thing you will need to bring is a 

lawn chair. This is a celebration sponsored 

by United Methodist Men and there will be 

no cost. Come and join us for good food 

and fellowship. 

Community Impact Day—Saturday, June 26 from 8:30 am until 12:30 

pm 

There will be three projects to work on.  

 

For our international focus, Our Days for Girls Team will be sharing the 

work they do to create safe, beautiful and washable solution for 

managing menstruation for girls in underdeveloped countries. There will be opportunities to 

participate in the work needed to create these kits. You do not need to be a seamstress to help 

with this project. 

For our national focus, we will be packing Hygiene Kits from your donated items. These kits will 

be taken to Eastbrook Mission Barn, our closest UMCOR Distribution Site. 

For our local focus, we will be participating in a Habitat for Humanity building project. The work 

with Habitat will depend on where they are in their project that weekend. In the past we have 

done interior painting and landscaping. 

We will start our day with a light breakfast and opening devotions in Fellowship Hall and end the 

day with lunch and a time of sharing. This is a wonderful opportunity to be active in mission to 

our community, our nation, and our world. Please mark your calendars and plan on lending a 

hand in Christ’s name. 



 

Can you hear the music, the sweet sound of 

female harmony? Can you see the laughter, the 

joy of being together? Can you feel the love, the 

community of sharing?  

UMW—All women welcome. 

Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will continue to 

collect food on the first 

Sunday of each month as we 

come to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will help 

support our in-house food 

pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People.  

Take me out to the ballpark... 

 

Akron Rubber Ducks vs. 

Richmond Flying Squirrels 

Date: July 23 (Friday) 

Time: 7:05pm (game start) 

AC/DC Fireworks Night 

 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Men has 

purchased 24 tickets in Section 15, Rows P, Q, S 

& T at the group price of $10 each (6 per row 

due to the current social distancing rules, which 

are about to change and will allow us to be 

grouped together better). These seats are near 

the top of the section (street level), close to the 

overhang; the sun won't be in our eyes. The 

tickets will be sold on a first come, first served 

basis. Please see Stuart to reserve your seat and 

pay for your tickets. If paying by check, please 

make the check payable to Oak Chapel UMM. 

Different from previous years, Canal Park will 

email the tickets to us and you will receive your 

ticket before game night. 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support 

of our food pantry! It is serving the community 

every single day! How exciting! As a reminder, we 

cannot accept anything that is not in tamper-

resistant packaging. Nor can we take perishable 

foods. Please, only shelf stable. 

Mission u: Virtual ~ Learning Together for 

the Transformation of the World  

Mission u is an opportunity to study current 

issues impacting society. 

We have known and felt what it is like when 

“things are falling apart on us.” We have 

experienced a great unraveling that has shifted, 

quite literally, everything. Could there be, as II 

Corinthians put it, “far more here than meets the 

eye?” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (The Message)  

At our upcoming Mission u, we will examine 

anxiety, the culture of violence that impacts 

children in and out of schools, and how we as 

God’s people can deepen our moral witness and 

respond faithfully. 

All of the studies will be offered virtually 

during a two-week period. Women and men, 

youth and children are invited to register. The 

studies will not overlap, meaning student studies 

will not meet when adult studies meet, and no 

two adult studies will meet at the same time. This 

will allow you to take one or more studies and be 

able to help children or grandchildren. Student 

activity packs will be mailed in advance. Stay 

tuned for more information. 

Mission u, like many activities in our lives, has 

moved online. While virtual, we are still creating 

spaces for spiritual community, lifelong 

friendships, lessons that change us and our 

communities, and spiritual practices that arrive 

when we need them most. In a time when it 

looks like things are falling apart on us, God’s 

grace is still unfolding and life is being made new. 

Indeed: There’s far more here than meets the eye. 

Will you join us? 

Bearing Witness in the Kin-dom: Living Into the 

Church’s Moral Witness Through Radical 

Discipleship, July 14-15 

Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in 

Schools, July 23-24 

Finding Peace in an Anxious World, July 12-13 

Managing Anxiety: A Youth Study, July 17-18 

Responding to Violence: A Curriculum for 

Children, July 20-21 

More information is in the Narthex, or contact 

Elizabeth Feldman. 

The Monday morning Bible Study 

group continues to meet at 9:30 

via Zoom and we welcome others 

to the group at any time. We are 

currently studying Romans – In the 

Grip of Grace by Max Lucado, but will be 

starting a new study early in June. The topic has 

yet to be determined, but we welcome input 

from anyone wishing to join the group. If you 

are interested please contact Pam Domer at 

office@oakchapelumc.com or 330-601-3926. 

 
Spiritual  

Growth 



 
Health and Wellness Corner  

 ~ Seasonal Allergies 

 Allergies are the body’s response to 

environmental things such as pollen, molds, 

animal dander, latex, certain foods, and insect 

stings. 

 Allergy symptoms can include runny nose, 

itchiness, rash, hives, watery or red eyes, and can 

lead to anaphylaxis which is life threatening. 

 Treatments include antihistamines, 

decongestants, nasal steroids, asthma medicines, 

and immunotherapy. 

 It is important to contact your doctor if you 

have any kind of rash, shortness of breath, 

wheezing, swelling of your face, mouth, or 

throat, any trouble breathing or swallowing.  

 Allergies are common; with one out of six 

Americans having some kind of allergy. 

 If a child has allergies, most likely at least one 

parent has allergies also. 

 Allergy skin testing can be done to identify what 

allergies you have and how severe they are.  

When skin test results identify what allergies you 

have, sometimes shots are given weekly. These 

shots consist of small amounts of the allergens so 

your body can build up immunity to those 

allergens. This is usually very successful but can 

take one to two years of getting allergy shots 

every week.  

Oak Chapel is now an official Days 

for Girls Team! As a team, we sew 

reusable sanitary products for girls 

in underdeveloped countries. We 

meet the first and third Tuesdays of 

the month at 1:00 pm in the room 

directly across from the church office. You can 

help even if you do not sew, as there is always a 

need for pinners, cutters and help assembling the 

kits. We welcome new members anytime.  

Faith in God strengthens 

us. We know God has 

plans for our life and will 

love us always and 

forever.  

 

Mark your calendars for Church Directory 

pictures on June 22. You can sign up online at 

ucdir.com using OH2458 and password is 

photos, or sign up at the Welcome Center 

after worship on Sunday. Please call Christy 

Rickard with any questions, (330) 264-3830. 

The Membership Care Committee is here 

for you, please let us know if there is some 

way we can assist you. 

Our committee members contact our 

homebound members on a regular basis. 

Please contact Christy Rickard with any 

member needs. 330.264.3830. 

We would like to encourage the 

congregation to send cards to the homebound 

and those who have had illnesses for whom 

we have been praying.  

Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for  

those members of our church who have been 

ill or in the hospital. If this is an area where 

you could help, such as cooking or delivering, 

please call Cheryl at 330.262.9369. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate 

attitude looking to God for guidance.  

Christy Rickard 

Membership Care Committee Chairperson 

Oak Chapel UMW has Layettes 

available for you to share with 

new mothers in our community. 

Pick one up in the room across 

from the office and sign the appropriate list, or 

contact Robin Kitchen if you would like help.  

Supply donations are also appreciated. 

Eastbrook Mission Barn 

The Outreach Committee will once again be 

scheduling trips to Eastbrook Mission Barn, but 

wish to schedule so that most people will be able 

to participate.  

In the past we have scheduled trips on Tuesdays 

to verify UMCOR Kits and Saturdays to help with 

the building of handicap ramps in the community.  

We have not done a ramp build for several 

years and would like to know if there is interest in 

the congregation in doing one. This is an excellent 

program for men and teens or others not interested 

in verifying kits. If you would be willing to help 

with a ramp build and able to give a Saturday to 

go to Pennsylvania, please contact Pam Domer via 

email office@oakchapelumc.com or phone 330-

264-2537. 

New Castle PA is a two-hour road trip. We take 

a sack lunch and eat in a restaurant on the way 

home. It is a great time of fellowship. 

mailto:office@oakchapelumc.com
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Ed Peterson, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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