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‘Back to School and Back to Church’ 

Even though I liked school as a young person, I 

used to dread the end of summer and the return 

to class. I loved the carefree, sundrenched days of 

June, July, and August, especially when I was 

young and could do anything I wanted with my 

time. I spent most of my days soaking up the 

sunshine at the community swimming pool across 

the street, and I was always sad when Labor Day 

approached because it meant that the pool was 

closing and school was opening for another year.  

The church follows a similar pattern. Although 

we do not take the summers off, things are a little 

more laid back because of vacations and other 

activities, but once September rolls around, it’s 

back to business and a regular routine as well as a 

robust pace in the life of the church — at least it 

used to be that way. 

Unfortunately, much has changed since I was a 

kid. Our lives have become busier and our 

schedules more crowded than ever before. The 

pace of life has accelerated for all of us while our 

time for worship has waned. People are 

becoming less and less likely to jump back into 

active involvement and engagement in the 

church.  

We’re hoping to change that this month with 

“Back-to-Church” Sunday. It will be held on 

September 19, and we will use that day to kickoff 

what we hope will be an active year ahead. The 

Fair will have just ended, but I am hoping that 

everyone can catch their breath and join us for 

worship that day. It would be great to set the 

tone for the next 12 months. We will also take 

some time to share our vision for 2022. 

Millions of people worldwide have been 

unable to worship in person for the past year 

because of the pandemic, but many others have 

been away for a much longer period of time. 

Perhaps they became disillusioned, perhaps they 

were discouraged, or perhaps they just became 

disinterested. Whatever the reason, Back-to-

Church Sunday will provide an opportunity for 

 

those who have been away to return to the serenity 

and sanctity of sacred worship. 

Oak Chapel will join churches across the country 

and around the world in this exciting endeavor to 

reconnect and re-invigorate our church. Our service 

will be held at Grossniklaus Lake, which is located at 

185 Cherry Lane, just off West Old Lincoln Way 

(a.k.a. Warner Hill), less than a mile from the 

church. We look forward to a spirit-filled worship 

service followed by an enjoyable time of fellowship 

during a picnic lunch. The men will coordinate a 

cookout, the church will provide utensils and 

beverages, and we will ask everyone else to bring a 

covered dish to share. 

Whether you’ve been away for a while or you 

worship every Sunday, we invite you to join us as 

we kick off the 210th consecutive year of faithful 

discipleship at Oak Chapel. Bring your family and a 

friend or neighbor as we celebrate our heritage and 

reimagine our future as an active, vibrant, caring, 

and compassionate church where all are welcome. 

May God Bless all of you and may He also Bless 

Oak Chapel in the coming year and beyond as we 

look to do His will and advance His Kingdom on 

Earth. 

 

Until we meet again, Be Blessed! 

September 2021 

Choices for Worship 

Come inside. 

Live stream on YouTube.com 

Listen without leaving your car, by tuning in to 

97.9 FM on your radio. Or bring a lawn chair 

and radio. 

Links to Pastor John’s sermons are posted on our 

website to view on YouTube or to listen as a 

podcast. https://oakchapelumc.com/worship/

sermons/  



 

September 11 at Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 am. All 

men and boys are welcome. 

Mark your calendar for the 

2nd Saturday of each month. 

Looking Ahead 

Here are some summer dates you will want to 

circle on your calendar… 

 September 19: “Back to Church” 

 October 4: Glass Candy Making begins 

 October 16: Bazaar 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful 

support of our food pantry! It is serving the 

community every single day! How exciting! As 

a reminder, we cannot accept anything that is 

not in tamper-resistant packaging. Nor can we 

take perishable foods. Please, only shelf stable. 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study group that meets at 

9:30 am is taking some time 

off, but will resume meeting in 

person on Monday, October 

18. If you are interested in 

joining us, please contact Pam Domer at    

330-601-3926 or office@oakchapelumc.com. 

 
Spiritual  

Growth 

         SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 12 JJ Cline 

 14 Daniel Clevidence 

 23 Shelby Burckhart 

 24 Stuart Mykrantz 

   

Wish your neighbor a Happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database. Please 

contact the church office if there  

are any corrections. 

Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will continue to 

collect food on the first 

Sunday of each month as we 

come to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will help 

support our in-house food 

pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People.  

Canal District Fall Gathering 

via Facebook Live! 

September 25, 2021 

 

Our speaker will be Rev. Kathy Dickriede, 

Director, Missions & Community Engagement for 

the East Ohio Conference. Kathy will bring a 

message from United Methodist Volunteers In 

Mission (UMVIM), which is a grassroots 

movement within The United Methodist Church 

designed to provide an official channel for people 

to offer their skills and talents for Christian service 

at home and around the world on short term 

journeys.  

International UMW ASSEMBLY 

May 19-22, 2022 

Orlando, Florida 

Now more than ever, women need to come 

together to reflect on today’s challenges and find 

comfort and strength to move forward finding 

ways for faith-filled women to make a difference 

in the world.  

Imagine seeing thousands of women united 

again in one place and time where hope is in the 

air. Women ready to heal, ready to celebrate and 

ready to act.   

Soul-stirring worship infused with music and 

performing arts; impactful workshops and rivet-

ing Town Hall meetings with important leaders; 

action opportunities and an Experience Hall with 

interactive exhibits. Early Registration fee is $330. 

And there is a virtual option. More information 

later but start saving your pennies. (or quarters) 



 

Due to Labor Day we have 

canceled our event for September. 

Join us in October when we will 

learn how to decorate cut out 

cookies using the flooding 

technique. Art & Soul meets on the 

first Monday of each month at 

7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Please contact the 

church office if you have art/craft ideas you 

would be willing to share.  

 

We have scheduled 

quarterly trips to 

Eastbrook Mission Barn 

in New Castle, PA. We 

will be verifying 

cleaning buckets and assisting Katie with projects 

she needs help with around the barn. Please 

contact Pam Domer via phone 330-264-2537 or 

email office@oakchapelumc.com if want to help. 

Thank You, Thank You! 

So many of you helped to 

make this year’s sale a 

success. You prayed, you 

donated, you showed up to 

serve and you shopped. Thank You. 

Where did Summer 

go? As for me—so 

many good intentions, 

so many things still on 

the list! 

Speaking of things on lists—the Annual Fall 

Bazaar is going to be here before we know it! 

The Bazaar is the third Saturday of October. 

this year it's the 16th. We sell crafts, gifts, seasonal 

and holiday decorations, and useful items. There 

is also a Nice-As-New section. 

One of our popular sellers is our glass candy. 

Elizabeth leads us for several weeks of candy 

making. (More details elsewhere) To a lesser 

extent is our Mincemeat. We will make that in 

early October. 

We can't do anything without selling food, and 

we do a lot of that! There will be a lunch menu 

featuring homemade soups and hot sandwiches, 

salads and desserts. Plus there is our Kitchen 

Corner, full of baked goods, candies, snacks and 

who knows what else! 

To make this successful, we need YOU!  Are 

you crafty? (sew? knit/crochet? artistic? work with 

wood?) Do you bake or cook?  We also need 

workers—set up/clean up, cashiering, serving 

lunch, helping in the Kitchen Corner. There will 

be sign up sheets to volunteer. I always say the 

faster the lists get filled, the sooner I stop begging! 

The proceeds from this and the candy net us 

the largest part of the funding we use in 

supporting local and denominational missions. 

Please join us! 

The Executive Committee has been discussing 

trying new ideas as well as ways to improve 

existing groups. 

If you have suggestions, let us know! 

Miriam Zech, UMW President 

      Acorn Submissions  

The next issue is September 2021.  

The deadline is August 15.  

What’s Your Favorite Flavor? 

Cinnamon seems to be the fan favorite! But we 

have nine others to choose from. Hopefully, 

we will be able to gather beginning October 4 

to cut glass candy to sell at the Bazaar and 

beyond. This takes a large team and we offer 

on the job training. But, actually, it is a 

fellowship opportunity, with a tangible 

outcome that helps our mission coffers. We 

meet every Monday at 6:30 p.m. through 

October and November. Women, men and 

youth are welcome to join us. 

Retirees Breakfast—Monday, September 13 

Join us at Buehler’s Town Market at 8:00 am.  

No agenda other than fellowship! 

GLASS CANDY 



 
Health and Wellness Corner  

 ~ Hay Fever (Allergic Rhinitis) 
 

 Symptoms are sneezing, itchy nose, 

congestion, and sore throat. 

 Pollen, pet dander, mold, and insects cause 

symptoms. 

 Allergy medications and immunotherapy 

(allergy shots) can bring relief. 

 Hay Fever is not contagious, but it is 

hereditary. 

 Hay Fever can be miserable and is very 

common. 

 There is no way to prevent Hay Fever, but it 

is very treatable with over the counter 

antihistamines. 

 If you are unsure if you have Hay Fever or 

something else, contact your doctor. 

Symptoms are very similar to the common 

cold.  

As a Days for Girls team, we sew 

reusable sanitary products for girls 

in underdeveloped countries. We 

meet the first and third Tuesdays of 

the month at 1:00 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall, to take advantage 

of the air conditioning. You can help even if you 

do not sew as there is always a need for pinners, 

cutters and help assembling the kits. We welcome 

new members anytime.  

Praise for our country, our 

world, our friends and family, our 

pastors, and our world leaders. 

There is a lot going on in this 

world but God will see us through! 

Trust in God always! Faith, Hope, and Love is 

what the world needs now! 

The Membership Care Committee is here for 

you, please let us know if there is something we 

can assist you with. 

Our committee members contact our 

homebound members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy Rickard with any member needs. 

330.264.3830. 

We would like to encourage the congregation 

to send cards to the homebound and those who 

have had illnesses for whom we have been 

praying.  

Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for  

those members of our church who have been ill 

or in the hospital. If this is an area where you 

could help, such as cooking or delivering, please 

call Cheryl at 330.262.9369. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate 

attitude looking to God for guidance.  

Christy Rickard,  

Membership Care Committee Chairperson 

Oak Chapel UMW has Layettes 

available for you to share with 

new mothers in our community. 

Pick one up in the room across 

from the office and sign the appropriate list, or 

contact Robin Kitchen if you would like help.  

Supply donations are also appreciated. 

Start looking for ideas 

of how to decorate 

your trunk for 

Halloween and plan 

to join us as we once 

again sponsor a Trunk 

or Treat event in our 

church parking lot. 

More information will follow in the 

October Acorn. 

Financial News: 
 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for 

budgeted expenses (July 2021): $2,709 

Received last month: 

   07/04 - $1,445 07/11 - $3,747 

   07/18 - $594 07/25 - $1,170 

As of 07/31/2021, we received about 64% of 

our budgeted income for the month of July and 

77% YTD. As the dog days of summer wane, 

we look for the attendance and offering to 

increase. Thank you Oak Chapel! 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305  

866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com 

Rev. Angela Lewis, District Superintendent 

Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant 
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