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‘Time to Reflect, Give Thanks,
and Share Our Faith’

As we move into the month of November, our
thoughts shift to the annual harvest and the
celebration of Thanksgiving.
Once again this year, families across the
country will reunite with loved ones to express
gratitude for our many blessings and partake in
the bountiful feast that God has provided for us.
Unfortunately, not everyone will experience
the same joy that we will. Many are living
without companionship, without shelter, without
food, and without hope.
It would be wise for us to pause periodically
this month to give thanks for all that we have
and all that we often take for granted. At the
same time, it would be prudent for us to look for
ways to brighten the days of others — to show
them a way out of the darkness and into the
light. My dream would be for Oak Chapel to one
day serve a Thanksgiving Dinner (maybe the
Sunday before Thanksgiving) to those in need in
our community, but we’re not quite ready to
take that on yet
In the meantime, it is incumbent upon all of us
to look for ways to feed the bodies and the souls
of others, particularly the least among us. Those
are the ones — the ones on the fringes, the ones
who live in the margins and slip through the
cracks — that God implores us to reach out and
to serve. It’s easy to overlook or even ignore
these folks, but we are called on to seek and to
serve them.
In that familiar and compelling passage from
Matthew 25:34-40, Jesus makes very clear what
our primary mission on this earth should be with
these words, “‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of the
world. For I was hungry and you gave me
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed

me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me.’ Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
something to drink? When did we see you a
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison
and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”
Indeed, we are asked to meet not only the
physical needs of others but also their spiritual
needs, and sharing Scripture is a wonderful way to
do that, although it takes some degree of courage.
We don’t know how others will respond. They
might be open to what we have to say, but they
might also rebuke us and tell us not to preach to
them.
As Christians, we are advised to have no fear
when sharing the Word of God, for it is more
powerful than anything the world has ever known.
Scripture describes it this way in Hebrews 4:12, “For
the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
The Word of God is, indeed, powerful — mindchanging and life-changing. True, many initially
reject it, but we must realize that it has the capacity
to penetrate deeply and transform lives. All we
have to do is share.
During this time of harvest, let us give thanks for
God’s bountiful blessings, and let us share the Good
News of the greatest gift that has ever been given,
the rock and foundation of our faith — our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Warm wishes for a bountiful and joyful
Thanksgiving. Let us not forget, though, that this is
not a time to indulge, but rather a time to share.
May God be with you to bring you comfort and
grant you peace, now and forever,
Amen! Until we meet again, Be Blessed!

Season of Advent Begins
November 28
Advent, which comes from the
Latin word adventus meaning
“coming” or “visit,” begins this
year on November 28 and
ends on Christmas Eve. The
church liturgical year begins
with the season of Advent.
During this time, we remember the Jews longing for
a Messiah as we anticipate and prepare for the
coming of Christ. Even as we look back and
celebrate the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in
Bethlehem, we also look forward, anticipating the
second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that
was promised by his first coming.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Alyssa Clevidence
Bridget Kitchen
Zoe Ring
Milo Kitchen
Esther Franks
Tonya Houser
Erica Boyer

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

The Monday morning Bible
Study group that meets at
9:30 a.m. is studying “Short
Stories by Jesus” by Amy-Jill
Levine. The book addresses
the question “Have we
domesticated Jesus’s radical and provocative
parables?” It offers the readers new ears for
hearing stories we thought we knew by heart.
If you are interested in joining us, please
contact Pam Domer at
office@oakchapelumc.com or 330-601-3926.
Spiritual
Growth

Acorn Submissions

The next issue is December
2021/January 2022.
The deadline is November 15.

Feed My Sheep

Oak Chapel will continue to
collect food on the first
Sunday of each month as we
come to the Lord’s table.
Food collected now will help
support our in-house food
pantry. Any surplus items will
be shared with People to People.

28 Patti and Jim Pfander

Wish your neighbor a Happy day!

This information comes from our
membership database. Please
contact the church office if there
are any corrections or additions.

November 13 at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 am. All
men and boys are welcome.
Mark your calendar for the
2nd Saturday of each month.

Looking Ahead

Circle these dates on your calendar…
 October 31: Trunk or Treat
 November 7: All Saints Celebration
 November 1, 8, 15, 22: Glass Candy Making
 November 28: First Sunday of Advent

Retirees Breakfast—Monday, November 7.
Join us at Buehler’s Town Market at 8:00 am.
No agenda other than fellowship!

We hope to see you Tuesday,
November 2. Art & Soul will be
on Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall because of candy
making. We'll be painting wooden
cut outs for Operation Christmas
Child. Please contact the church
office if you have art/craft ideas you would be
willing to share.

Glass Candy—a Great Gift!

Burglary Update:
The April 9, 2020 burglary saga is drawing to a
close. All damaged/stolen items have been repaired/
replaced. All documentation has been submitted to
the insurance company and here are the results:

Health and Wellness Corner
~ COLON CANCER SCREENING

Total Cost:
Allowable:
Deductible:
Our Portion:
Donations YTD:
Balance Left:

$17,379.72
$14,447.23
$1,000.00
$3,932.49
$1,000.00
$2,932.49

The insurance company gave us 100% replacement
cost (no depreciation) and paid the installation labor
for all items. The reason for the extra cost is that
some of the equipment that was not stolen, like the
projector in the Fellowship Hall, was old
technology. It didn't make sense to buy a new AV
system with a converter to make it backwards
compatible; hence, the addition of the Smart TV in
the Fellowship Hall. In addition, the sound system in
the Sacristy is a significant upgrade (tablet/
smartphone controlled, able to support
livestreaming and outdoor services).
If you would like to help pay for these upgrades,
please mark your donation for the AV Fund.

Order now for the perfect gift for the mail
carrier, hair dresser, lawn service, teachers,
neighbors, friends and family. Your orders will
help us decide how long into November we
will meet to cut this lusciousness.

 Colon cancer screening is very important











Stuart Mykrantz
Oak Chapel UMW has Layettes
available for you to share with
new mothers in our community.
Pick one up in the room across
from the office and sign the appropriate list, or
contact Robin Kitchen if you would like help.
Supply donations are also appreciated.



because symptoms do not usually appear
until cancer is very advanced.
Risks of colon cancer are family history, diet,
alcohol intake, smoking, and inflammatory
bowel disease.
Colon cancer develops when cells in the
colon divide, but instead of dying, they keep
growing and multiplying, which can cause
growths called adenomas or polyps which
can become cancerous.
These polyps or adenomas can usually be
removed when you have a colonoscopy and
are then sent to pathology to determine if
they are cancerous or pre-cancerous.
The American Cancer Society recommends
your first colonoscopy at age 45 for men and
women, but your physician may recommend
one sooner depending on your family
history.
Symptoms of colon cancer can be change in
bowel habits like diarrhea, constipation, thin
stools, blood in stool, abdominal pain,
bloating, incontinence, anemia, vomiting, or
unexplained weight loss.
If you develop any of these symptoms, please
contact your doctor to discuss getting a
colonoscopy as soon as possible. Colon
cancer in early stages is curable.

Many are in need of our prayers!
Praying to God is precious and
peaceful, and one of the best
gifts to God and those for whom
you are praying. May our
prayers be answered, and our faith remain
strong!
Church Directory update. The proof was
turned in on October 20, and we should
receive the finished product within three weeks.
The Membership Care Committee is here for
you, please let us know if there is something we
can assist you with.
Our committee members contact our
homebound members on a regular basis. Please
contact Christy Rickard with any member needs.
330.264.3830.
We would like to encourage the
congregation to send cards to the homebound
and those who have had illnesses for whom we
have been praying.
Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for
those members of our church who have been ill
or in the hospital. If this is an area where you
could help, such as cooking or delivering, please
call Cheryl at 330.262.9369.
We look forward to caring for our Church
members with a caring and compassionate
attitude looking to God for guidance.
Christy Rickard,
Membership Care Committee Chairperson

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful
support of our food pantry! It is serving the
community every single day! How exciting! As a
reminder, we cannot accept anything that is not
in tamper-resistant packaging. Nor can we take
perishable foods. Please, only shelf stable.

Oak Chapel is an official Days for
Girls Team! As such, we sew
reusable sanitary products for
girls in underdeveloped
countries. We meet the first and
third Tuesdays of the month
from 1:00 –3:00 p.m. in the room across from
the church office. You can help even if you do
not sew as there is always a need for pinners,
cutters and help assembling the kits. We
welcome new members anytime.

World Thank Offering
November 14
For more than 135 years
women have given to
the World Thank
Offering through United
Methodist Women and its predecessor
organizations. The World Thank Offering is an
opportunity for individuals to respond to God’s
abundant grace. When we share our gifts and they
are combined with the gifts of others, our
contributions make possible the support of
National Mission Institutions and international
projects and partners to meet the physical and
social needs of women, children and youth.
Women—You are invited to come and know
God’s grace – the love of God to share. No
formal invitation is needed. Just bring yourself
and maybe a friend. Who knows what you will
find in United Methodist Women? Come and
bring a friend. You do not have to be a member
of Oak Chapel, or even a United Methodist
Church. All are welcome!

We have several small group opportunities for
service and fellowship. All girls and women of
the church are welcome as well as new ideas!
Art & Soul on the first Monday
Prayer Shawl on the fourth Monday
Days for Girls on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
If you have a suggestion for a small group, please
talk with someone in UMW.

Sanctuary AC Project
The Sanctuary AC Project has been completed. The
system is a Fujitsu 8-ton Variable Refrigerant Flow
(VRF) heat pump, which provides highly efficient
heating and cooling to the sanctuary, narthex and
adjoining hallway. There are no thermostats on the
walls because the system is controlled by a
smartphone app.
This project also includes the additional flooring,
insulation repairs and installation of lights above
the Narthex; ceiling light repairs in the Narthex;
electrical work in the utility room to meet current
code requirements; and installation of a Wireless
Access Point (WAP) to support the smartphone app
and video livestreaming for outdoor events at the
serenity garden.
The estimated price for the VRF system alone was
$55,000; however, the Trustees and several church
members volunteered to assist with the VRF

installation and complete the additional tasks.
We are expecting the final price to come in
around $35,000, but we won’t have the total
project price until the insulation and ceiling light
repairs are completed.
The church has received $4,540 in designated
donations and another $9,500 in a designated
bequest. The Trustees are planning to use $14,337
from a second bequest. That would leave about
$6,700 plus the remaining outstanding repairs for
the project. If you would like to donate to this
project, please mark your offering for the
Sanctuary AC Project. If we receive more than
needed for the current project, we will use the
excess funds to seed the next phase of air
conditioning at Oak Chapel.
If you have any questions, please contact Stuart
Mykrantz at 330.347.0314.

Financial News:

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for budgeted expenses (September 2021): $2,073
Received last month: 09/05 - $1,610
09/19 - $1,423

09/12 - $1,638
09/26 - $2,664

As of 09/30/2021, we received about 89% of our budgeted income for the month of September
and 82% YTD. Thank you Oak Chapel!

Stuart

International UMW ASSEMBLY

May 19-22, 2022—Orlando, Florida
Now more than ever, women need to come together to reflect on
today’s challenges and find comfort and strength to move forward
finding ways for faith-filled women to make a difference in the world.
Imagine seeing thousands of women united again in one place and
time where hope is in the air. Women ready to heal, ready to
celebrate and ready to act.
Soul-stirring worship infused with music and performing arts;
impactful workshops and riveting Town Hall meetings with important
leaders; action opportunities and an Experience Hall with interactive
exhibits. Early Registration fee—until November 1— is $330. And there
is a virtual option for $199. If you register for in-person and later want
to go virtual, the price difference will be refunded. If you want more
information contact Elizabeth Feldman.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
——————————————

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church
“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring”
Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor
Pam Domer .............................................................. Deaconess/Secretary
Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director
Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian
Church Phone ...................................................................330-264-2537
Pastor John’s Cell Phone ....................................................330-988-2577
E-mail addresses:
pastor@oakchapelumc.com
office@oakchapelumc.com
Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com
WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT!
CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE
800 East Market Street, Akron OH 44305
866-442-4403 or email cdistumc@gmail.com
Rev. Angela Lewis, District Superintendent
Debbie Bryant, Administrative Assistant

