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Advent: A Time to Reflect,  

Renew, and Rejoice 

Three…Two…One…Blast off into the festive 

but frenetic world of holiday preparation! 

Cooking, baking, shopping, decorating, caroling, 

and a range of other activities will occupy much 

of our time during coming month. 

But let us not forget that December is first and 

foremost a time for spiritual preparation when 

we take time to reflect on our faith, renew our 

commitment to the Lord, and rejoice in the 

relationship with have with Him. We call it 

Advent — four Sundays in which to search our 

souls and give thanks for the gift of salvation. 

Christmas is a time when gifts are exchanged, 

but when we get to a certain age, the material 

aspect of the holiday doesn’t mean as much as it 

once did, so why not fill the void with a period 

of dedicated reacquaintance with our Savior. We 

can do this with intentional devotion and prayer, 

as well as service projects and outreach efforts 

designed to benefit others. 

Here at Oak Chapel, we have wrapped up our 

Glass Candy project for another year, and once 

again, it was a spectacular undertaking. Every 

Monday night for about six weeks, a variety of 

delicious flavors of hot sugar were cooked and 

poured onto a marble slab. Then, a hearty group 

of volunteers jumped in to cut, sort, and bag this 

one-of-a-kind delicacy. The proceeds go the 

many worthy projects sponsored by United 

Methodist Women. If you didn’t have a chance 

to participate in the fun this year, be sure to circle 

your calendar for next year. Sales were brisk once 

again, but there may be a few more bags 

remaining. If you would like to make a purchase, 

contact Elizabeth. 

Also this fall, Phyllis Weaver led an initiative to 

pack Christmas shoe boxes for needy children 

around the world. The boxes were stuffed with 

hygiene products as well as a range of toys and 

games, designed to lift the spirits of these children 

who may not receive anything else this Christmas. 

 

New this year is our Adopt-A-Family program 

through the Salvation Army. Oak Chapel has 

adopted a very young couple with a 2½ year old 

boy and one on the way. The couple is currently 

homeless and residing at the Salvation Army. Our 

efforts will provide gifts for the young couple — 

both in their twenties — and their soon-to-be two 

children. Members of the congregation have an 

opportunity to support this young family by 

purchasing an item from a list provided in this 

month’s Acorn, wrapping it, labeling what it is and 

whom it is for, and placing it under our Christmas 

Tree in the sanctuary. We will then deliver the gifts 

to the Salvation Army where they will be presented 

to the family, just in time for Christmas. 

As you can see, Oak Chapel is very deserving of 

its sterling reputation as a kind, caring, loving, and 

compassionate congregation, always looking for 

ways to reach out and serve others. We invite you 

to join in this giving effort. We can almost 

guarantee that you will wind up getting a lot more 

in return.  

Advent season is upon us, so be sure to be with 

us each Sunday in December and on Christmas Eve 

when we will celebrate the birth of our Savior, who 

in turn provided the greatest gift of all of us — the 

promise of salvation and eternal life in the Father’s 

Heavenly Kingdom. 

 

Until we meet again, Be Blessed! 

December 2021/January 2022 

Looking Ahead 

Circle these dates on your calendar… 

 November 28: First Sunday of Advent—green 

 December 5: Second Sunday of Advent—purple 

 December 12: Third Sunday of Advent—red 

 December 19: Four Sunday of Advent—blue 

 December 24: Christmas Eve worship—white 

 December 25: Happy Birthday Jesus  

 December 26: Gold  

 January 6: Epiphany 



 

 

November 13 at Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 am. All 

men and boys are welcome. 

Mark your calendar for the 

2nd Saturday of each month. 

Oak Chapel to ‘Adopt-A-Family’ this Christmas 

 Ho! Ho! Ho! Oak Chapel has signed on to Adopt-A-Family for Christmas through the Salvation Army. This 

young family of four is homeless, and currently staying at the Salvation Army Shelter in downtown Wooster. 

The family consists of a father and mother in their early twenties, a 2½ year old boy, and another boy on the 

way. 

 If you are interested in participating, simply choose an item from the list below (it’s perfectly fine if others 

pick the same item – they can use multiple items, particularly clothing), purchase it, wrap it, identify the item 

and who it’s for with a label, and bring it to the church so that we can place it under our tree. 

 We will deliver the gifts to the Salvation Army where they will be presented to the family just in time to 

bring them a Merry Christmas and assist them in their efforts to get on their feet. 

 Here are some options for your holiday shopping list… 

Jackson—Age 2½ 

Age-Appropriate movies, toys and learning games 

 

Andrew—not yet born 

Age-appropriate clothing and shoes 

Disposable diapers, burpee cloths, infant toys 

 

William—Age 22  (color preferences: black/red/blue) 

Shirts (3X) Pants (40W) 

Shoes (10.5) 

 

Sara—Age 23  (color preferences: black/purple/blue)  

Shirts (3X) Pants (22W) 

Shoes (10) Healthcare items (soap/deodorant/toothpaste, etc.) 

"I find it so interesting that the media wants us to believe 
in the holiday gift shortage. I encourage you to think in 
new ways. Shop local. Support local artisans. Gift 
experiences: dance lessons, glass blowing classes, theater 
tickets. Contribute to the next mission journey. Be open 
to nurturing community, investing in entrepreneurship, 
reducing waste, and supporting the local economy.   

Tammy Kuntz - United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, 
North Central Region (UMVIM NC) 

Last-Minute Gifts Money Can’t Buy! 

Keep a promise. 

Keep a secret. 

Share a dream. 

Let someone have the last word. 

Return a smile. 

Laugh at their favorite story—again! 

Let someone in line, in front of you. 

Listen to a child. 

Listen to an adult. 

Say something nice to someone you like. 

Say something nice to someone you don’t like. 

Special Program After Fellowship Dinner 

December 19 

Plan to join us after Worship for a yummy 

tradition of good food and fellowship. We have 

invited Jon Hutchison, director of the Boys and 

Girls club in Wooster, to speak as we finish 

eating. 

Jon works with boys and girls in our area who 

need extra support in daily living. It fits exactly 

with the United Methodist Women focus on the 

School to Prison Pipeline. Encouraging and 

listening to kids and helping them to feel loved 

and cared for. 

What can Oak Chapel do to help? Come find 

out on December 19. 



 

 

Art & Soul meets on the first 

Monday of each month at 7:00 

p.m. in Fellowship Hall. We will 

be painting wood items for the 

Shoe Box Ministry in December. 

Please contact the church office if 

you have art/craft ideas you 

would be willing to share and plan to join us for 

an evening of crafting and fellowship. We hope to 

see you Monday, December 6.   

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Janice Kaser 

 7 Cyndi Boyer 

 9 Alice Giffin 

 10 Jen Moser 

 24 Alison Flanagan 

  Carol Gossage 

  

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 5 Cindy and Stuart Mykrantz 

 14 Donna and David Anderson 

 22 Brianna and Will Lockhart 

 

Wish your neighbor a Happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database. Please 

contact the church office if there  

are any corrections or additions. 

Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will continue to 

collect food on the first 

Sunday of each month as we 

come to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will help 

support our in-house food 

pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People.  

         Acorn Submissions  

            The next issue is February 2022.  

            The deadline is January 15.  

Retirees Breakfast—Mondays, December 6 and 

January 3. Join us at Buehler’s Town Market at 

8:00 a.m. for great conversation. 

No agenda other than fellowship! 

Health and Wellness Corner  

 ~ DEPRESSION 

 Depression is a medical condition that 

affects your mood and ability to function in 

your daily life. 

 Symptoms of depression are sadness, 

anxiety, hopelessness, and it may cause 

trouble with memory, eating, and sleeping. 

 Depression, if untreated will usually worsen, 

become major depression, lead to other 

medical problems, and may cause you to 

want to hurt yourself or others. 

 There are many causes for depression 

including: losses, abnormal brain chemistry, 

genetics, stress, illnesses, medications, and 

inadequate coping. 

 Generally depression can be treated with self 

care, counseling, and antidepressant 

medications, but sometimes may require 

more aggressive treatments. 

 If you think you may have depression or are 

considering harming yourself or someone 

else, please talk to your doctor, go to the 

hospital emergency room, call 911, or 

contact the National Suicide Prevention 

Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. 

Thank You from the 

Glass Candy team! 

Thank you everyone for 

your support of this 

project. We missed it last 

year, but came back 

strong this year and 

had a great time making this yummy treat! 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 3 Jennifer Adair 

 5 Cheryl Rastetter 

 9 Susan Mykrantz 

  Mark Ritchey 

 12 Darrell Moser 

 17 Marie Houghton 

 18 Elliot Miller 

 21 Dave Zech 

 24 Simon Kitchen 

 26 Carol Gasser 

 28 Natalie Bunt 

January 6 marks the final 

celebratory day of the 

Christian holiday season! 

Christians believe that the  

12 days of Christmas mark 

the amount of time it took 

after the birth of Jesus for 

the magi, or wise men, to 

travel to Bethlehem for    

the Epiphany when they 

recognized him as the      

son of God.  



 

 

Our Days for Girls team sews 

reusable sanitary products for 

girls in underdeveloped 

countries. We meet the first and 

third Tuesdays of the month at 

1:00 p.m. in the room directly 

across the hall from the church office. We have 

just packed 25 kits to be mailed to girls in 

underdeveloped countries. You can help even if 

you do not sew, as there is always a need for 

pinners, cutters and help assembling the kits. 

We also welcome donations of wash cloths and 

panties, as well as monetary donations to help 

with the cost of purchasing fabric and other 

supplies.  

As we celebrate Jesus’ birth 

please remember that Christmas 

is hard for many whom have 

had great losses in their life. 

Reach out, make a telephone 

call, visit loved ones if possible. Try to make as 

many people know that they are loved, not 

only by you but by God. Merry Christmas to all 

and God Bless You! You are loved!❤️  

The Membership Care Committee is here for 

you, please let us know if there is some way we 

can assist you. 

Our committee members contact our 

homebound members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy Rickard with any member needs. 

330.264.3830. 

We would like to encourage the 

congregation to send cards to the homebound 

and those who have had illnesses for whom we 

have been praying.  

Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for  

those members of our church who have been ill 

or in the hospital. If this is an area where you 

could help, such as cooking or delivering, please 

call Cheryl at 330.262.9369. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate 

attitude looking to God for guidance.  

Christy Rickard,  

Membership Care Committee Chairperson 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support 

of our food pantry! It is serving the community 

every single day! How exciting! As a reminder,  

we cannot accept anything that is not in tamper-

resistant packaging. Nor can we take perishable 

foods. Please, only shelf stable. 

"Every time you spend money, you are casting a 
vote for the kind of world you want."  Anna Lappe 

Financial News: 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for 

budgeted expenses (October 2021): $1,598 

 

Received last month: 

10/03 - $3,503 10/10 - $2,273 

10/17 - $1,977 10/24 - $1,377 

10/31 - $1,612 

 

As of 10/31/2021, we received about 135% of our 

budgeted income for the month of October and 

87% YTD. Thank you Oak Chapel! 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study group meets at 9:30 

a.m. via Zoom. We will begin 

an Advent Study entitled 

Incarnation by Adam 

Hamilton on November 29. 

It is a four-week study and ends on December 

20. If you are interested in joining us, please 

contact Pam Domer at 

office@oakchapelumc.com or 330-601-3926. 

 
Spiritual  

Growth 

United Methodist Women 

January 8, 2022 

We will start with a yummy 

breakfast at 9:30, followed by 

a brief business meeting and then a wonderful 

speaker. We have voted to support Operation 

Christmas Child in 2022. a women who has 

supported this project for many years will attend 

our meeting to give an explanation of this 

program and how we can best serve the children. 

We urge anyone interested to attend our meeting 

to hear our speaker who has a great passion for 

this project. Phyllis Weaver and Sandy Hower 

have helped her and asked us to help pack 50 

boxes in October. You'll  be amazed the things 

these children need in their everyday lives. Please 

join us to learn how we can begin to gather items 

all year around. 



 

 

The Poinsettia: Jesus' Life Story in a Plant 

 

‘Tis the season when United Methodist sanctuaries 

around the world bloom into shades of red created 

by poinsettias, the most popular Christmas plant. 

With leaves shaped like the Star of Bethlehem, the 

poinsettia has been a decorative staple for decades. 

 

While most people associate the poinsettia with 

Christmas, what may get overlooked is how the 

poinsettia actually represents not only the birth of 

Jesus, but also Christ’s resurrection. 

 

“I can’t imagine not having the poinsettias in the 

church,” said the Rev. Donna Friddle, senior pastor 

at Sandy Ridge and Northwood United Methodist 

churches in High Point, North Carolina. “The plants 

are a visible reminder for us of Christ’s birth and His 

death and the meaning behind those events.” 

 

Symbolically, we have Jesus’ life story in one plant. 

The leaves symbolize the star that led the Wise Men 

to the newborn Jesus, the red leaves are a reminder 

of the blood of Christ shed during His crucifixion 

and the white leaves represent Christ’s purity. 

 

When it comes to decorating, churches typically 

place poinsettias around the front of the altar, a 

location that also has significance. 

 

“As we move forward to the cross, we move 

through this space that is decorated with 

poinsettias,” says the Rev. Patrick Lewis, senior 

pastor at Palisade and Fruita United Methodist 

churches in northwest Colorado. “We move through 

the birth of Christ to get to the cross.” 

A Beautiful Legend 

 

The history of the poinsettia is as colorful as its 

flowers, which are actually a special type of leaves 

known as bracts. Native to the southern Mexico 

region of Taxco del Alarcon, the earliest known facts 

about poinsettias indicate that ancient Aztecs used 

the leaves to make dyes for clothes and cosmetics 

and used the sap to treat fevers. 

 

How the poinsettia and Christmas became linked 

centers around a bit of Mexican folklore involving a 

poor girl named Pepita. In the legend, Pepita had no 

present to offer baby Jesus at the Christmas Eve 

service. As she walked to church, she noticed weeds 

growing alongside the road. She gathered a bouquet 

of weeds (some accounts say she did this at the 

urging of an angel). When Pepita laid her bouquet 

at the feet of the Christ Child, the weeds burst into 

bright red flowers. From that night on, the 

poinsettia was known as “Flores de Noche Buena,” 

or “Flowers of the Holy Night.” 

 

Fast forward from the time of the ancient Aztecs to 

1828 when Joel Roberts Poinsett, the U.S. 

ambassador to Mexico, first visited the Taxco area 

of the nation. An amateur botanist, Poinsett sent 

samples back home to the United States, of a plant 

he discovered that had red blooms. Less than a 

decade later, the poinsettia (named for Poinsett) was 

being grown in nurseries around the United States. 

Today, tens of millions of poinsettias are sold during 

the Christmas season. 

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness 

and increasing joy as Christmas approaches. Lighting 

its candles is a common practice on the four 

Sundays leading to Christmas.  

Different color combinations for the candles are 

used depending upon the church or denomination. 

Oak Chapel uses three blue and one pink candle 

around the wreath with one white candle in the 

center.  

The wreath, the candles and the colors all have 

symbolic significance. Here are just a few of the 

many and various interpretations: 

• The circular green wreath symbolizes the 

everlasting love of God, having no beginning or 

end. Green represents eternal life.  

• The four candles represent the four weeks of 

Advent. One tradition says that each candle also 

represents one thousand years. They total 4,000 

years — the time from Adam and Eve until the 

birth of Christ.  

• Blue is a symbol of royalty and also the night sky 

and the anticipation of the announcement of 

Christ’s birth. Blue also symbolizes the beginning 

of a new creation as in the waters of Genesis 1.  

• The first blue candle signifies Hope.  

• The second blue candle stands for Peace.  

• The pink candle for the third Sunday symbolizes 

Joy and signifies the halfway point of Advent.  

• The final blue candle is for Love.  

• The large white candle in the center is the Christ 

candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the Savior — 

“the light of the world.” 

 

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all 

five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the 

light for all earth’s people — “The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it” (John 1:5, NRSV). 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Young Adult SS 11:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Pam Domer/Sheri Finn ............................... Deaconess/Secretary-January 1 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE—NEW JANUARY 1, 2022 

8800 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton, OH 44720  

330-499-3972, ext. 106 or email CanalTuscDistOffice@eocumc.com 

Rev. Angela Lewis, District Superintendent 

Megan Myers, Administrative Assistant 
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