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Warming Up to a Season of Growing and Healing 

Now that the icicles that hung from our 

gutters, downspouts, and railings this past winter 

have finally melted away, it’s time to start 

thinking about the many warm and wonderful 

things we can do in the coming months at Oak 

Chapel. Our nearby friends and neighbors in 

agriculture have planted their crops, and it is time 

for us to continue planting our seeds for a year-

round growing season. 

As you may have noticed, we have been 

visited by a number of new faces during the past 

year, and we would like to officially welcome 

them into our church. Some will want to become 

members, others might choose to just be 

associated with our church, but either way, we 

want to let them know that we greatly value their 

fellowship. We will officially recognize our new 

friends in Christ next month. Details will follow. 

Please join us for the worship service and a 

reception immediately following. 

Also in May, we are planning to offer private 

services of comfort and assurance for all who are 

dealing with physical, mental, emotional, and 

spiritual discomfort or pain. To be clear, we are 

not planning an assembly line of healing, but 

rather a source of relief for those who are 

suffering. 

As we know, God the Father is often referred 

to as the “Great Physician,” and we know 

through Scripture that Jesus healed many people 

during his time on earth. While we are blessed 

with many wonderful healthcare professionals in 

our community, across our nation and around 

our world, Divine healing comes from a much 

higher level, but as faithful and loving believers, 

we can have a role in that process.  

For example, in the Book of James (5:14), we 

are told that if “anyone among [us] is sick, let 

them call the elders of the church to pray over 

them and anoint them with oil in the name of the 

Lord.” I believe in that call, with the 

understanding that the healing, if it is meant to 

be, comes strictly from and through God, not 

man. Still, we can play a helpful role in offering 

assurance, comfort, consolation, and encouragement. 

If you or someone you know might be interested in 

these private services, please let me know, and we 

will schedule a day and time. Friends and family are 

also welcome to attend if the individual seeking 

comfort so desires. 

Also, this month, we will hold our annual 

Community Impact Day. This gives us an opportunity 

to be of service to our friends and neighbors as well 

as our brothers and sisters around the world. 

As we look further on our calendar and into the 

month of June, we are hoping to have some form of 

Vacation Bible School after too long of an absence. 

Tentative plans call for a two- or three-day event 

with the possibility of a carnival theme. Please spread 

the word so that we can attract children from our 

church, our community, and our extended families. 

More information will follow soon, so stay tuned. 

Additional summer activities will include a group 

outing at an Akron Rubber Ducks game on Friday, 

July 22. This is always a fun event for everyone in 

the church. Our thanks to Stuart Mykrantz for 

heading up this activity. Tickets are $12 each and can 

be purchased through him. In addition, we hope to 

reconnect with Habitat for Humanity and assist with 

a home building project somewhere in our 

community this summer. Also, the men of our church 

are planning at least one and maybe two cookouts 

this summer. And don’t forget the annual Buy-Way 

Sale August 11-13. We could certainly use some 

additional workers for what is always a fun event 

and a great way to bring exposure to our church. 

These are just a few of the many opportunities we 

hope to provide for service and fellowship in the 

warmer months ahead. Perhaps you have an idea 

that you would like to share. If so, just let us know as 

we look to further expand our role and our impact 

as an active and engaging missional church in service 

of our Lord. 

Until we meet again, Be Blessed!  

May 2022 



 

 

Our Daily Bread 

Copies of Our Daily Bread devotional books 

are in the Narthex. Feel free to pick one up 

and place it on your nightstand so that you 

can easily access it when you wake up in the 

morning and before you go to bed in the 

evening. 

The Monday morning Bible 

Study group continues to meet 

each week at 9:30 am via 

Zoom. We continue the study 

of the Acts of the Apostles by 

N. T. Wright. Please contact 

Pam for a link to join this study. 

(pamdomer@gmail.com) 

 
Spiritual  

Growth 

Seekers Adult Sunday School Class will be 

starting a study titled Surprised by Hope: 

Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection and the 

Mission of the Church. The class, which will 

meet in Fellowship Hall, is open to all adults 

seeking a deeper understanding of God’s holy 

Word and how He is still at work in the 

world today. 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support 

of our food pantry! It is serving the community 

every single day! How exciting! As a reminder,  

we cannot accept anything that is not in 

tamper-resistant packaging. Nor can we take 

perishable foods. Please donate only shelf 

stable items. Thank You! 

           Acorn Submissions  

            The next issue is June 2022.  

            The deadline is May 15.  

New Bible Study starting May 8. 

9:30 am in Fellowship Hall.  

Many ask where have we come from, where 

are we going and how do we get there? Some 

ask this more specifically, such as: What is 

acceptable behavior under the Old or New 

Testament? Do we err in distinguishing 

between the Old and New Testament? 

Between Christians and Jews? Let’s have 

scriptural-based discussions about these and 

other matters in an upcoming Bible study. 

Questions to Bruce Bloch at 

bbloch@lotandblocksolutions.com. 

Community Impact Day 

On Saturday, May 14 the Outreach Committee will 

once again sponsor a church-wide morning in mission. 

There will be three different opportunities to serve: 

Local, National and International 

1) help at a Wooster Habitat for Humanity build site 

2) packing UMCOR hygiene kits 

3) packing meals with Lifeline Ministries 

This is the 

one time each 

year we hope 

that all 

congregants 

will be 

actively 

involved in 

some way. If 

you can not 

physically 

help, we will 

be collecting health care items for the kits and monetary 

donations to help pay for the cost of the meals. 

We will meet at 8:30 am for a light breakfast and 

devotions and wrap up at noon with a light lunch and 

time of sharing. Please mark your calendar now so that 

you don’t miss this opportunity to be the hands and 

feet of Christ! 

Recipe for Hygiene/Health Kits! The collection box 

will be in the Narthex soon along with shopping lists.  

Each kit contains: 

 one hand towel (no microfiber, no dish towel) 

 one washcloth (no microfiber) 

 bath bar of soap (No Ivory or Jergens) 

 toenail clippers—the larger ones 

 comb (at least six inches of sturdy teeth)  

 adult size toothbrush in the original packaging  

  (no personal advertising) 

 ten standard bandages (3x3/4 inches)  

It is usually cheaper to buy in bulk and not try to 

purchase and make one kit yourself. Miriam has a lot of 

tips for shopping for these items.  



 

 

Oak Chapel UMW has Layettes 

available for you to share with 

new mothers in our community. 

Pick one up in the room across 

from the office and sign the appropriate list, or 

contact Robin Kitchen if you would like help. 

Supply donations are also appreciated. 

Evangelism Sunday  

Evangelism is defined as “the spreading of the 

Christian gospel by public preaching or personal 

witness.” It is a fundamental responsibility passed 

down to us through Scripture from Jesus himself 

in the Gospel of Matthew in which he 

encourages us to “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age.”   

As disciples of Christ here at Oak Chapel, our 

call to invite others into active engagement with 

the church is ongoing.  Sunday, May 1, has been 

designated as Evangelism Sunday. Steve Moore, 

who will be 

coordinating our 

effort, will speak 

briefly about the 

church’s vision 

and plan for 

witnessing to 

others in the 

coming months.   

Native American Special Sunday—May 1 

In 2021 UM congregations gave $453,155 towards 

ministries funded by this offering. Because of you, 

we are able to develop and strengthen Native 

American ministries in the Annual Conferences, 

Native American rural, urban, reservation ministries 

and communities relating to the General Board of 

Global Ministries. It also provides scholarships for 

Native Americans attending United Methodist 

schools of theology.   

 

Mission u—an opportunity for women to study 

together current issues that effect women and 

children. This year’s theme is “Who Can We Be 

Together.” Adults, Youth and Children will 

study Luke 13. Adults will study online. Youth 

and Children will be in-person during a retreat 

at Mt. Union University, while adults continue 

building on the online study. All in July. 

Questions? Ask Elizabeth. 

Come On Women, Let’s Gather! 

All Daughters’ Dinner 

Thursday, May 19—6:00 pm 

And, We are all daughters of the King! 

“How We Learn Through Journaling” We 

will decorate/personalize a journal as a take 

way. Menu will be a Baked Potato Bar and the 

cost is just $5 for ages 5—110. Ages 0—4 free. 

Reservations are necessary. Please call/email 

the church office with the number coming. Pay 

ahead or at the door. All profits above 

expenses will go to Oak Chapel Unit of United 

Women in Faith for support of missions. 

Mother’s Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the family or individual, as well as motherhood, 

maternal bonds, and the influence of mothers in society. It is celebrated on different days in many parts of the 

world, most commonly in the months of March or May. This year it is May 8 in the United States. Do the 

women in your life know how you feel about them? Be sure to tell them! 



 

 

Art & Soul meets on the first 

Monday of each month at 7:00 pm 

in Fellowship Hall. This group 

meets to craft for about an hour. It 

is a good time to learn something 

new and have a great time. This 

year we will focus on our Christmas 

Shoe Boxes and make items that will easily fit inside. 

We hope to see you Monday, May 2.   

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Dick Wiley 

 6 Donna Anderson 

  Tina Braucher 

 11 Abby Renker 

 12 Gene Varns 

 22 Shelia Burckhart 

 26 Ann Kahrig 

 29 Betsy Bower 

  Tom Bower 

  

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

 3 Jen and Darrell Moser 

 14 Patti and Mark Ritchey 

 21 Christy and Pat Rickard 

 25 Pam and Kim Domer 

  Robin and Brad Kitchen 

 28 Phyllis and Dave Weaver 

 

Wish your neighbor a Happy day! 

This information comes from our 

membership database. Please contact the 

church office if there are any corrections or 

additions. 

Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will continue to collect 

food on the first Sunday of each 

month as we come to the Lord’s 

table.  Food collected now will 

help support our in-house food 

pantry. Any surplus items will be 

shared with People to People.  

 

Retirees Breakfast—Tuesday May 3. Join us at 

Buehler’s Town Market at 8:30 am for great 

conversation. No agenda other than fellowship! 

Health and Wellness Corner  

 ~ Cardiac catheterization  

 Cardiac catheterization is also called coronary 

angiogram. 

 It is done to confirm or evaluate heart valve 

disorders, coronary artery disease, or aortic 

diseases. 

 It can also determine the function of your heart 

muscle. 

 It can help determine if surgery is needed. 

 A catheter (long narrow tube) is inserted into a 

blood vessel in your arm or leg and guided 

through the vessel to the coronary arteries with 

use of x-ray. Contrast is injected to flow through 

the arteries for better views on the pictures. 

 If a blockage is identified, angioplasty can be 

done during the procedure. This will open the 

arteries for better blood flow to the heart. 

 A stent may be placed in the artery to keep the 

artery open. 

 Prior to the procedure you will be given a mild 

sedative but you will be awake. The catheter 

insertion site will be numbed with a local 

anesthetic. 

 The procedure only takes about 30 minutes but 

with prep time and recovery it could take 5 to 9 

hours. 

 Your doctor will discuss the risks and benefits 

with you prior to your procedure. Wear 

comfortable, loose fitting clothing. 

 Someone will need to drive you home. 

 If you feel any breathing difficulty, itching, chest 

pain, nausea, or any other symptoms during the 

procedure tell the doctor immediately. 

 If your arm is used for the catheter you will have 

to keep your arm straight for at least an hour to 

prevent bleeding. If your leg is used for the 

catheter you will have to lay flat with a weight 

placed on your groin for up to six hours to 

prevent bleeding and will need to use a bedpan 

or catheter for urinating. 

 Be prepared to spend the night in the hospital as 

you may need to be monitored overnight. 

Faith in Five—A weekly five-minute spiritual 

journey in faith to help you get through your 

week. Download the Spotify app to your phone 

or computer (it’s free!) and search ‘Faith in Five.’ 



 

 

Many times we take for granted 

the many blessings that God 

sends us! Take the time to stop 

and smell the roses, give that 

smile that may brighten 

someone’s day, and show others that you truly 

do care about them! 

The Membership Care Committee is here for 

you, please let us know if there is some way we 

can assist you. 

Our committee members contact our 

homebound members on a regular basis. Please 

contact Christy Rickard with any member needs. 

330.264.3830. 

We would like to encourage the 

congregation to send cards to the homebound 

and those who have had illnesses for whom we 

have been praying.  

Cheryl continues to coordinate meals for  

those members of our church who have been ill 

or in the hospital. If this is an area where you 

could help, such as cooking or delivering, please 

call Cheryl at 330.262.9369. 

We look forward to caring for our Church 

members with a caring and compassionate 

attitude looking to God for guidance.  

Christy Rickard,  

Membership Care Committee Chairperson 

May 14 at Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 am. All 

men and boys are welcome. 

Mark your calendar for the 

2nd Saturday of each month. 

Financial News: Stuart Mykrantz 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for 

budgeted expenses (March 2022): $2,662 

Received last month: 

03/06 - $3,629 03/13 - $2,276 

03/20 - $2,810 03/27 - $1,177 

  

As of 03/31/2022, we received about 93% of 

our budgeted income for the month of March 

and 76% YTD. The Food Pantry continues to 

be well supported. Thank you Oak Chapel! 

We’re alive and well! 

 

 

      Coming Soon! 

 
 

All Daughters’ Dinner—Thursday May 19, 6pm 

“How We Learn Through Journaling” See the 

separate article on page 3. 

Golden Agers luncheon will be June 14. Friends 

60+ in our community will be invited to lunch for 

yummy food, great fellowship and entertainment. 

Started  in the 1960’s, it is back after a two year 

hiatus. 

We continue to work on Operation Christmas 

Child. The boxes need to be pre-wrapped and 

decorated, then packed and delivered by the end  

of October.  

We are planning a fall overnight retreat, and of 

course, look forward to candy making and the 

Annual Bazaar. 

Miriam Zech, UWF President 

Oak Chapel UMC Baseball Outing 

Akron Rubber Ducks vs. Erie Seawolves 

The Oak Chapel United 

Methodist Men have 

purchased 24 tickets in 

Section 15, Rows T & U, 

Seats 1-12, at the group 

price of $12 each. These 

seats are at the top of 

the section (street level), under the overhang; the 

sun won't be in our eyes. The tickets will be sold 

on a first come, first served basis. Please see Stuart 

to reserve your seat and pay for your tickets. If 

paying by check, please make the check payable to 

Oak Chapel UMM. Different from previous years, 

Canal Park will email the tickets to us and you will 

receive your ticket before game night. 

  

Date: July 22nd, 2022 (Friday) 

Time: 7:05pm (game start) 

Game Highlight: Post Game Fireworks 

—the new name of 

United Methodist 

Women, is part of a 

refreshment of our 

organization that includes  a new look, new feel 

and new and improved programs designed to 

better nurture current members and welcome new 

women into our sisterhood to put their love in 

action too.  
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Young Adult SS 11:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Sheri Finn .................................................................................. Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

8800 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton, OH 44720  

330-499-3972, ext. 106 or email CanalTuscDistOffice@eocumc.com 

Rev. Angela Lewis, District Superintendent 

Megan Myers, Administrative Assistant 
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