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As Fall Approaches, it’s Time to ‘Get Smart’

One of my favorite television shows when I
was young was “Get Smart.” While most of the
girls in my class were fawning over The Monkees,
I tuned in every Saturday night to watch Don
Adams play the role of Maxwell Smart, a clumsy
but awkwardly cunning secret agent who
managed to get himself into (and eventually out
of) some of the most awkward but hilarious
predicaments. Created by comedy legends Mel
Brooks and Buck Henry, the show was a parody
of the immensely popular James Bond series of
the 1960s.
Smart (a.k.a. Agent 86) and his intellectually
superior female partner, Agent 99, worked for
CONTROL — an obvious reference to the CIA.
Together, Agents 86 and 99, worked to outwit
their Russian counterparts who worked for KAOS
(sic) — a not-so-veiled parody of Russia’s KGB —
which sought to “Get Smart” and ultimately
eliminate him.
As we head into the fall, and students in our
community and across the country begin
preparation for another school year, I wonder if
perhaps it is time for all of us to “Get Smart,” or
at least a little smarter in a more traditional sort
of way.
The church has many responsibilities, not the
least of which is to provide educational
opportunities for its members. Oak Chapel has a
rich tradition of Christian Education, but during
the past 25 years, as our membership has
declined, our efforts to provide classes has fallen
off. I am hopeful that we will be able to reverse
that trend and rekindle our passion for teaching
and learning in the year ahead.
One of our first priorities has been to provide
educational opportunities for our children and
young adults. We have people in place who are
willing to lead the classes, and I am hopeful that
come fall we will have enough children and
young people to participate. You can help in that
regard by inviting and encouraging your children,
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and
neighborhood children to become involved.

Another priority for our church is to re-establish
our Vacation Bible School in 2023. We had some
discussions leading up to this summer, but we could
not generate sufficient momentum or interest to
make it happen. My hope is that by next summer we
will have a plan in place to offer at least a modest
version of VBS.
As for the adults, we have at least one class, and
we may have others develop in the coming year. We
have excellent adult leaders and many enthusiastic
learners. The nice thing about Sunday School is that
you don’t have to commit to weekly attendance. Just
come when you are able, and bring a neighbor or
friend if you wish.
Oak Chapel also has a long-standing Monday
morning Bible Study, to which all are welcome. We
are off for the summer, but we will begin a new
study this fall on the intriguing, mystifying,
perplexing, and exciting Book of Revelation. No
prior knowledge is necessary; just a healthy curiosity.
Please consider joining us.
Our faith journey does not have to be limited to a
one-hour worship service on Sunday morning. We
can expand our horizons in the year ahead. I invite
and encourage you to find an opportunity that
appeals to you while continuing to read and study
the Bible on your own. Let’s all work together to
“Get Smart” in the coming year.

Lincoln Highway Buy Way Sale—August 11-13

For almost 20 years Oak Chapel has participated in
this annual super garage sale event. Through rain
and heat we have become known as a welcome
respite for super garage sale fans. Not only do we
have items for sale, but we sell yummy lunch items,
either to take on the journey or eat in our cool
space to rest and refresh. And our restrooms are
open. This all takes many hands to prepare. Will
you help? See more details on page 2.

Our Daily Bread
Copies of Our Daily Bread devotional books
are in the Narthex. Feel free to pick one up
and place it on your nightstand so that you
can easily access it when you wake up in the
morning and before you go to bed in the
evening.

Christian Ed Opportunity for Youth

Oak Chapel is moving forward with its
efforts to provide a foundation in Christian
Education for young people, beginning with
a novel approach to Sunday School. Because
the kids and their parents are so busy these
days, we have established a new initiative
that we are calling “20 at 10.” The name is
derived from the fact that we are gathering
for 20 minutes at 10 a.m. on any Sunday
when at least a few young people will be
there. It’s not a lot of time, but it is
something, and we believe it will have value.
Perhaps a better name might be “Sunday
School Over Easy” or Sunday School Light.”
Whatever we wind up calling it, we thought
it was essential to at least get something
started.
Right now, Jen Moser has graciously
agreed to lead the sessions, but she may need
some help when choir returns in the fall.
Eventually, we hope to expand our classes to
a more traditional time and length, but for
now, it is a step in the right direction. If you
know of anyone 14 and under that would
like to participate, they would be most
welcome to do so. As time goes on, we hope
to add a class for our older teenagers as well.
If you have any questions, or if you
would like to become involved, feel free to
contact Jen or Pastor John.

Lincoln Highway Buy Way Sale

It’s coming soon! Have you been cleaning
or downsizing? Do you have items you can
donate for the sale? Do you have several
hours to help during the sale? Sign up sheets
are in the Narthex with specific needs and
tasks. Or please call Elizabeth, 330-465-5782.
We plan to set up outside and inside.
Which means we will need extra hands. Do
you have a tarp or two to loan us to cover the
tables outside overnight? Or a cooler or two to
ice drinks?
You may bring nice-as-new garage sale
items beginning July 31. Plants, garden produce
and bake sale items can be brought when we
meet Wednesday evening at 6:00 to set up
tables, organize and price sale items and
prepare individuals lunch portions.

Seekers Adult Sunday School Class
Many ask where have we come from, where
are we going and how do we get there? Some
ask this more specifically, such as: What is
acceptable behavior under the Old or New
Testament? Do we err in distinguishing
between the Old and New Testament?
Between Christians and Jews? Let’s have
scriptural-based discussions about these and
other matters in an upcoming Bible study.
Leader is Bruce Bloch.
Oak Chapel UWF has
Layettes available for you to
share with new mothers in
our community. Pick one up
in the room across from the office and sign
the appropriate list, or contact Robin Kitchen
if you would like help. Supply donations are
also appreciated.

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support

of our food pantry! It is serving the community
every single day! How exciting! As a reminder,
we cannot accept anything that is not in
tamper-resistant packaging. Nor can we take
perishable foods. Please donate only shelf
stable items. Thank You!

Acorn Submissions

Spiritual
Growth

The next issue is September 2022.
The deadline is August 15.

The Monday morning Bible
Study group will be taking the
summer off and resuming in
person in the fall. Please join
us on Monday mornings at the
church after the fair.

Faith in Five—A weekly five-minute spiritual
Retirees Breakfast—Tuesday August 3. Join us
at Buehler’s Town Market at 8:30 am for great
conversation. No agenda other than fellowship!

Art & Soul meets on the first
Monday of each month at 7:00
pm in Fellowship Hall. This
group meets to craft for about
an hour. It is a good time to
learn something new and have
a great time. This year we will
focus on our Christmas Shoe Boxes and make
items that will easily fit inside. We hope to see
you Monday, August 1.

Feed My Sheep

Oak Chapel will continue to
collect food on the first
Sunday of each month as we
come to the Lord’s table.
Food collected now will help
support our in-house food
pantry. Any surplus items will
be shared with People to People Ministries.

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

7 Jan and Paul Kauffman
30 Sheri and John Finn

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
8
9
12
17
18
19
23

Elizabeth Feldman
Jim Pfander
Miriam Zech
Connie Garg
Pat Rickard
Harper Miller
Joyce Varns

Wish your neighbor a Happy day!

This information comes from our
membership database. Please contact the
church office if there are any corrections
or additions.

journey in faith to help you get through your week.
Download the Spotify app to your phone or
computer (it’s free!) and search ‘Faith in Five.’

Sunday, August 21 is
UWF Sunday and
members will share
the UWF story in

morning worship.
Remember we have Prayer Shawls to share with
the community.
Summer is moving fast and that means our
annual Bazaar is right around the corner—October
22. Do you have a craft to share, a baking, cooking
or sewing talent? Contact Phyllis Weaver for more
information.
—Miriam Zech, UWF President

August 13 at Green Leaf
Restaurant at 7:30 am. All
men and boys are welcome.
Mark your calendar for the
2nd Saturday of each month.

Bookworms—A group of friends that read the

same book and come together for discussion. Join
us on Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 pm. As a
group we will then decide on the best day for us
to meet.
“One dress, One year” will be our first book.
How can one girl change the world? It all began
with a heart for justice and a little black dress. In
2012, sixteen-year-old Bethany Winz decided to
make a difference. To raise awareness, she
determined to wear the same black dress every day
for a year to bring attention to the lack of choices
slaves have. Her yearlong journey was one of
hope, discipline, and sometimes disappointment.
She celebrated some successes yet despaired at the
depth of the problem. As she found her identity
tied to the things she did, Bethany discovered that
while she stood for freedom for others, she also
struggled to find her own freedom in believing that
she was loved just as she was. This moving book
shows readers that their voices matter, they can
make a difference, and sometimes the smallest
gestures have lasting impact. Written by Susanna
Foth Aughtmon and Bethany Winz.
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Worship
10:30 a.m.
Young Adult SS
11:30 a.m.
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