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Let Us Commune Together  

The first Sunday of October (10/2) is 

designated as World Communion Sunday — a 

day in which everyone around the world can 

come to the table and partake of the body and 

blood of Jesus Christ. 

Established nearly a century ago (1933) in 

Pittsburgh by the Rev. Hugh Thompson Kerr, 

World Communion Sunday seeks to affirm the 

interconnectedness of Christian churches, 

regardless of denomination. 

Over the years, this Sacred Sacrament seems to 

have lost some of its luster, partly because many 

do not revere communion as they once did, and 

partly because we have become so divided that 

many do not want to come together at the same 

table — literally or figuratively. 

My hope is that we can begin to change that 

sentiment this year and recommit ourselves to the 

sanctity of communion and the value of coming 

together. Jesus sacrificed himself so that all people 

would have an opportunity to enter the Father’s 

glorious and eternal kingdom. Likewise, there is 

no exclusivity when it comes to gathering at the 

Communion Table, in whatever part of the world 

it might be. 

The body and blood of Christ brought about 

the promise of salvation, but sadly so many 

people are not able to grasp the magnitude of his 

sacrifice or its impact on our destiny. 

The Gospel of John (6:53-58) provides an 

account of this proclamation by Jesus, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life 

in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my 

blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on 

the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my 

blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh 

and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 

As the living Father sent me, and I live because of 

the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will 

live because of me.” 

This passage highlights the importance of 

consuming Jesus in a symbolic way through 

communion. This is not about the literal 

consumption of His body and blood, but rather the 

desire to live in him as he also seeks to live in us. 

Everyone is welcome at the table, especially here 

at Oak Chapel. Through his body and blood, our sins 

are forgiven and our souls are wiped clean, but we 

cannot lose sight of the fact that we must also forgive 

others if we are to be forgiven, and welcome others 

to the table if we are to welcomed.  

World Communion Sunday reminds us to set aside 

our differences and resolve our grievances. That is 

easier said than done, but if we truly surrender to the 

Lord, we know that with him, “all things are 

possible.” 

Communion is, after all, a celebration of unity. As 

Jesus said in I Corinthians (10:15-17), “I speak to 

sensible people; judge for yourselves what I say. Is 

not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks 

a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the 

bread that we break a participation in the body of 

Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, 

are one body, for we all share the one loaf.” 

If we are sensible people, we should understand 

that although we are diverse in many ways, we “are 

one body when we share one loaf.” Despite the 

current acrimony across the country and around the 

world, we can, indeed, come together, and we can 

begin the process by gathering together at the table 

of our Lord. Until we meet again, Be Blessed!  
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Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will continue to 

collect food on the first 

Sunday of each month as we 

come to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will help 

support our in-house food 

pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People Ministries.  

Pastor John is leading a study 

of  the Book of Revelation. The 

group meets at 9:30 am on 

Monday mornings in the 

Gathering Place downstairs.  

We welcome new participants. 

 
Spiritual  

Growth 

Seekers Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:30 

Sunday mornings. Leader is Bruce Bloch. 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support of 

our food pantry! It is serving the community 

every single day! How exciting! As a reminder, 

we cannot accept anything that is not in tamper-

resistant packaging. Nor can we take perishable 

foods. Please donate only shelf stable items.  

Thank You! 

           Acorn Submissions  

            The next issue is October 2022.  

           The deadline is September 15.  

Oak Chapel UWF has Layettes 

available for you to share 

with new mothers in our 

community. Pick one up in 

the room across from the office and sign the 

appropriate list, or contact Robin Kitchen if 

you would like help. Supply donations are 

also appreciated. 

Our Daily Bread 

Copies of Our Daily Bread devotional books 

are in the Narthex. Feel free to pick one up and 

place it on your nightstand so that you can 

easily access it when you wake up in the 

morning and before you go to bed in the 

evening. 

Christian Ed Opportunity for Youth  

Oak Chapel is moving forward with its efforts to 

provide a foundation in Christian Education for 

young people, beginning with a novel approach 

to Sunday School. Because the kids and their 

parents are so busy these days, we have 

established a new initiative that we are calling 

“20 at 10.” The name is derived from the fact 

that we are gathering for 20 minutes at 10 a.m. 

on any Sunday when at least a few young people 

will be there. It’s not a lot of time, but it is 

something, and we believe it will have value. 

Perhaps a better name might be “Sunday School 

Over Easy” or Sunday School Light.” Whatever 

we wind up calling it, we thought it was essential 

to at least get something started.  

What’s Your Favorite 

Flavor? Cinnamon 

seems to be the fan 

favorite! But we have 

nine others to choose 

from. We will gather beginning October 10 to 

cut glass candy to sell at the Bazaar and beyond. 

This takes a large team and we offer on the job 

training. Each week we make two rounds of ten 

batches each. Each round uses 20 pounds of 

sugar and 2.5 quarts of corn syrup. So in eight 

weeks we use 320 pounds of sugar and 40 

quarts of corn syrup. But, actually, it is a 

fellowship opportunity, with a tangible 

outcome that helps our mission coffers. We 

meet every Monday at 6:30 pm through 

October and November. Women, men and 

youth are welcome to join us. Contact Elizabeth 

for more information and questions. 

eflogil@gmail.com or 330-465-5782. 

The Days for Girls Team continues to meet 

on the first and third Tuesdays at 1:00 pm in 

the room directly across from the church 

office. We are making progress toward getting 

another shipment of kits out. We would love 

to have new participants in  this outreach 

ministry to girls in underdeveloped countries. 

We also welcome monetary donations to help 

cover the cost of materials and shipping 



 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 7 Julie and Rick Grossniklaus 

 16 Miriam and Ted Zech 

  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Sheri Finn 

 5 Kim Domer 

 6 Sara Hauser 

 15 Rosie Troutman 

 21 Julie Grossniklaus 

 29 Karen Wiley  

  

Wish your neighbor a Happy day! 

This information comes from our membership 

database. Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections or additions. 

Retirees Breakfast—Tuesday October 4.  Join 

us at Buehler’s Town Market at 8:30 am for 

great conversation. No agenda, just fellowship! 

Faith in Five—A weekly five-minute spiritual 

journey in faith to help you get through your week. 

Download the Spotify app to your phone or 

computer (it’s free!) and search ‘Faith in Five.’ 

October 8 at Green Leaf 

Restaurant at 7:30 am. All 

men and boys are welcome. 

Mark your calendar for the 

2nd Saturday of each month. 

Oak Chapel Bazaar  is 

coming 10-22-22. 

We will have our glass 

candy and mincemeat 

for sale. Our Kitchen 

Corner will be serving lunch for dine-in and carry-

out. Our very talented crafters are busy creating 

treasures to be sold and we will feature a bake sale 

too. Your contributions, donations and support are 

needed to help make it a success. Tell your family 

and friends or better yet, bring them along. Sign up 

sheets will be in the narthex soon.  

Bookworms—A group of friends that read the 

same book and come together for discussion. Join 

us on Tuesday, October 25 at 7:00 pm. (The fourth 

Tuesday.) The book for October is Anxious To Talk 

About It: Helping White People Talk Faithfully 

about Racism, by Carolyn B Helsel.  

"What if I say the wrong thing?" "I'm white--is 

race really something I need to talk about? I'm 

worried I'll be called a racist!" "What does race have 

to do with faith, anyway?" "Why do we have to 

keep talking about this?" 

If talking about racism makes you anxious, 

afraid, or even angry, you're not alone. Through 

powerful personal stories, new observations on 

racial identity development, and spiritual practices 

to help engage issues of racial justice 

prayerfully, you'll gain a deeper 

understanding of race in America and your 

place in it.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Due to your generosity, Operation Christmas 

Child is looking very successful for Oak Chapel. 

We will be packing 60 boxes this year...10 for 

each age category. Watch for a church-wide 

packing date in the near future. All donations of 

school supplies, small toys, underwear, personal 

hygiene items, travel mugs, cards of love and 

cash are always welcome. Your support will be 

appreciated by children around the world! 

Crabby Kitchen Lady 

Summer is over, and that means the 

kitchen will be getting more use. The 

CKL wants to remind you of the Do's 

and Don'ts of Kitchen Behavior. 

DO label leftover food in the Frig 

with your name or Group for future 

use. DON'T forget about it and let it 

turn into a Science project. 

DO tell a future group if you want 

to offer leftover drinks, cookies, etc. DON'T 

assume someone will use it. They never do...... 

DO use kitchen towels and dishcloths. DON'T 

leave them there for someone else to launder. 

DO check the inventory and use the paper and 

Styrofoam products in the kitchen. DON'T just 

keep bringing more and leaving it! 

DO return utensils, pots, pans, etc to the correct 

place. DON'T stick them all in the same drawer. 

(This makes CKL extra C.) If you don't remember 

where it goes, look for labels on drawers and 

cupboards. If you are still confused, put them back 

in the dish drainer and I will take care of it. 

There are also directions for the general clean 

up after an event posted on two cupboard doors. 

Please read! 



 

 

Prayer Shawls—Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 

continues to make beautiful shawls for us to 

distribute to people we want to Bless. Anyone can 

pick up a shawl to give to another. While most of 

them go to those who could use some comfort and 

healing, we encourage everyone to think of a 

happy reason to celebrate as well. 

Currently the shawls live in the closet in the Crib 

Room which is next to the Elevator on the main 

floor. Step 1. Choose a shawl to give. There are 

some gift bags if you want to use them. Step 2. Pick 

up a card from Oak Chapel to deliver with it. Step 

3.(A VERY important step) Find the blue folder. 

Inside you will see the lists of those who have 

received shawls. Please add the recipient’s name(s), 

date and your name. We want to make sure we do 

not miss anyone or accidentally duplicate someone. 

No reasons need to be added. 

We are always looking for more people to 

make shawls too! We are used to seeing crocheted 

and knitted ones, but fleece and quilted ones are 

also an idea! Fleece should be hemmed but not 

fringed and knotted, as someone in a wheelchair or 

bed could get it tangled up. Lap robes are also a 

nice alternative to shawls. 

 

 

 

we are sponsoring a community event that needs 

your help. Our annual Trunk or Treat will be held 

in the church parking lot on Sunday, October 30 

from 2:00-3:00 pm. We need people to decorate 

their car trunk and dress up (if you wish) and pass 

out candy to neighborhood children. If you aren't 

interested in decorating your car or dressing up, 

that's okay. You can still participate by passing out 

candy. There will also be cookie decorating in the 

narthex. Please invite your friends, neighbors and 

grandchildren to come to this fun event. 

Financial Information 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for 

budgeted expenses (August 2022): $2,260 

Received last month: 

08/07 - $1,011.00 08/14 - $3,702.86 

08/21 - $1,740.00 08/28 - $2,494.00 

  

As of 08/31/2022, we received about 99% of our 

budgeted income for the month of August and 

84% YTD. We are slightly ahead of last year at this 

time, which was 124% and 82%, respectively. The 

August fundraiser (Buy Way Sale) contributed 

$1,385.86 for our budgeted expenses. Thanks to all 

who helped with this important event. The Food 

Pantry is in the black, but the funds do not 

purchase as much food as a year ago. We're still 

making a difference. Thank you Oak Chapel! 

UWF Nut and Snack Fundraiser 

Beginning in October, United Women in Faith 

will sell scrumptious nuts, candies and snacks. We 

have established a website with Terrilynn Nut 

Co. and we will link it to the Oak Chapel UMC 

website. A variety of products will be available 

in person at the Bazaar on October 22. BUT, 

you may order 24/7 from the website. Proceeds 

will support our mission projects. 

Eastbrook Mission Barn 

The Outreach Team will once again be 

sponsoring a one-day mission trip to Eastbrook 

Mission Barn in western Pennsylvania on 

Wednesday, October 19. We will leave the church 

at 8:00 am and return at around 7:00 pm. For 

details, please contact Pam Domer 

(pamdomer@gmail.com or at 330-601-3926). 

There are many places across the US that have 

experienced flooding and other natural disasters. 

The need for cleaning buckets and handicap ramps 

is great. Please consider giving a day of your time 

to help make the lives of those in need a bit more 

comfortable. 

 

 

 

Olde Fashioned Christmas 

Save the Date! The Outreach Team is planning a 

new event for Saturday, December 10 from 10:00 

am to 3:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. Some of the 

things planned for that day include display tables, 

old fashioned toys and trains, pictures with Santa, a 

Santa Shop for children, and of course food. More 

information will be coming but be sure to save the 

date now for this event you won't want to miss. 

 Do you enjoy decorating and/or 

dressing up for Halloween? If so, 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Young Adult SS 11:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Sheri Finn .................................................................................. Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

8800 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton, OH 44720  

330-499-3972, ext. 106 or email CanalTuscDistOffice@eocumc.com 

Rev. Angela Lewis, District Superintendent 

Megan Myers, Administrative Assistant 
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