
 

 

Stirring the Spirit Instead of Rattling the 

Collection Plate  

Few topics stir more ire among members of the 

congregation than that of money — how to raise 

it, how to manage it, how to spend it, and how to 

save it. Perhaps that’s why pastors rarely address 

the issue. However, it is incumbent upon clergy to 

talk about it at least once a year, and that 

conversation generally takes place in November. 

Churches have broached the subject of giving in 

a multitude of ways over the years — from a 

subtle mention to a concerted straightforward 

approach — but whatever the strategy, it is often 

awkward and uncomfortable because, let’s face it, 

we just don’t want to ask others for their hard-

earned money, especially in this time of inflation 

and economic uncertainty when people have so 

many other expenses, and when they are being 

deluged by requests from countless other agencies 

and organizations by phone and through the mail. 

Nonetheless, our call to stewardship requires us to 

at least have a conversation, and we will do that 

this month. 

The Bible makes numerous references to 

financial stewardship in both the Old and New 

Testaments, including Deuteronomy 16:17, which 

states that “every [person] shall give as [he or she 

is] able, according to the blessing of the Lord [our] 

God that he has given [us].” This passage is still 

relevant today. God asks us to give as we are able 

in accordance with what he has given us. It’s really 

a matter of choice as guided by the Holy Spirit.  

Long before I entered into ministry, I was 

convicted to tithe (give 10-percent of one’s 

income), and since that time Sheri and I have tried 

to do that, but we realize that not everyone is in a 

position to do so. The most sound strategy is to set 

aside a percentage or a specific amount of money 

at the beginning of each month, and use that as 

your offering to support the church, while keeping 

the household operating funds separate. 

In the Gospel of Luke (6:38) we are encouraged 

to “Give, and it will be given to [us]. Good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 

over, will be put into [our] lap. For with the 

measure [we] use it will be measured back to [us].” 

We have experienced this phenomenon in our 

home. When we give according to the Spirit, we are 

never in need of anything. In fact, as the Scripture 

states, we often receive more in return as if it had 

been “running over” in our favor. 

The Gospel of Matthew also provides perspective 

and sound advice in Chapter 6, verses 19-21, where 

Jesus warns us to “not store up for [ourselves] 

treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But 

store up for [ourselves] treasures in heaven, where 

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where [our] 

treasure is, there [our] heart will be also.” Treasures 

in this world are nice, but they are also fleeting and 

have no value to that person after death, whereas 

the treasures in heaven are glorious and everlasting.  

Our secular culture places a premium on financial 

and material wealth, but Hebrews 13:5 offers this 

valuable insight: “Keep your life free from love of 

money, and be content with what you have.” That, 

of course, is excellent advice because there is a 

danger of getting caught up in the pursuit of 

financial and material prosperity. Often times, the 

more we have, the more we want — and the more 

unhappy we become as a result. 

Let us instead find joy and satisfaction in serving 

and supporting the least among us, based on this 

wisdom from I Peter 4:10 – “As each has received a 

gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 

God's varied grace.” That’s the bottom line. That’s 

what God asks of us, and when we provide for 

others, he also provides for us. 

Our church typically does not engage stewardship 

campaigns or pledges. Instead, we believe that each 

person’s heart will be guided by the inspiration of 

the Spirit. So, as we approach Stewardship Sunday 

on Nov. 13, I invite you to reflect on your material 

wealth and consider sharing a portion of it with our 

church so that we can continue our mission and 

provide a place of worship for generations as our 

ancestors did for us. Until we meet again,  

Be Blessed!  
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Feed My Sheep 

Oak Chapel will continue to 

collect food on the first 

Sunday of each month as we 

come to the Lord’s table.  

Food collected now will help 

support our in-house food 

pantry. Any surplus items will 

be shared with People to People Ministries.  

Pastor John is leading a study 

of  the Book of Revelation. The 

group meets at 9:30 am on 

Monday mornings in the 

Gathering Place downstairs.  

We welcome new participants. 

 
Spiritual  

Growth 

Seekers Adult Sunday School Class meets at 9:30 

Sunday mornings. Leader is Bruce Bloch. 

Oak Chapel UWF has Layettes 

available for you to share 

with new mothers in our 

community. Pick one up in 

the room across from the office and sign the 

appropriate list, or contact Robin Kitchen if 

you would like help. Supply donations are 

also appreciated. 

Our Daily Bread 

Copies of Our Daily Bread devotional books 

are in the Narthex. Feel free to pick one up and 

place it on your nightstand so that you can 

easily access it when you wake up in the 

morning and before you go to bed in the 

evening. 

What’s Your Favorite 

Flavor? Cinnamon 

seems to be the fan 

favorite! But we have 

nine others to choose 

from. We continue to cut glass candy through 

November on Monday evenings at 6:30 pm. 

This takes a large team and we offer on the job 

training. Each week we make two rounds of ten 

batches each. But, actually, it is a fellowship 

opportunity, with a tangible outcome that helps 

our mission coffers. We need more cutters. 

Contact Elizabeth for more information and 

questions. eflogil@gmail.com or 330-465-5782. 

 

Glass Candy makes at great gift for family, 

friends, neighbors, teachers, hair dressers, mail 

carriers and many more.  

 

One bag (2 cups) is $6. We can give you a mix 

of 10 flavors, or just one flavor.  

The Days for Girls Team continues to meet 

on the first and third Tuesdays at 1:00 pm in 

the room directly across from the church 

office. We are making progress toward getting 

another shipment of kits out. We would love 

to have new participants in  this outreach 

ministry to girls in underdeveloped countries. 

We also welcome monetary donations to help 

cover the cost of materials and shipping 

Thanks to everyone for the wonderful support  

of our food pantry! It is serving the community 

every single day! How exciting! As a reminder, 

we cannot accept anything that is not in tamper-

resistant packaging. Nor can we take perishable 

foods. Please donate only shelf stable items.  

Thank You! 

           Acorn Submissions—The next issue 

             is December 2022/January 2023.   

            Deadline is November 15. 

Financial Information 

Tithes and Offerings needed each Sunday for 

budgeted expenses (September 2022): $2,369 

Received last month: 

09/04 - $1,113 09/11 - $3,101 

09/18 - $790 09/25 - $2,294 

As of 09/30/2022, we received about 77% of 

our budgeted income for the month of 

September and 83% YTD. We are slightly behind 

last year at this time, which was 89% and 82%, 

respectively. The Food Pantry is in the black, but 

the funds do not purchase as much food as a 

year ago. We're still making a difference. Thank 

you Oak Chapel! 



 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 28 Patti and Jim Pfander 

  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 2 Alyssa Clevidence 

 4 Bridget Kitchen 

 6 Zoe Ring 

 7 Milo Kitchen 

 12 Esther Franks 

 26 Tonya Houser 

 27 Erica Boyer  

  

Wish your neighbor a Happy day! 

This information comes from our membership 

database. Please contact the church office if 

there are any corrections or additions. 

Retirees Breakfast—Tuesday November 1. Join 

us at Buehler’s Town Market at 8:30 am for 

great conversation. No agenda, just fellowship! 

Faith in Five—A weekly five-minute spiritual 

journey in faith to help you get through your week. 

Download the Spotify app to your phone or 

computer (it’s free!) and search ‘Faith in Five.’ 

Changes are in the air for 

UMM. The monthly 

breakfast will be at 

Ebenezer Lodge, 140 N 

Market St. This is the first building north of 

the courthouse. There will be an all you can 

eat breakfast and we will begin at 8:00 a.m. 

on November 12. All men and boys are 

welcome. Mark your calendar for the 2nd 

Saturday of each month. 

Thanks everyone for 

your support of 

Operation Christmas 

Child and our Annual 

Bazaar. 

Bookworms—A group of friends that read the 

same book and come together for discussion. Join 

us on Tuesday, November 22 at 7:00 pm. (The 

fourth Tuesday.) The book for November is The 

Hate U Give by Angie Thomas Balzer. Starr, 16, 

moves between two worlds: the poor 

neighborhood where she lives and her fancy 

suburban prep school. This uneasy balance is 

shattered when she witnesses the fatal police 

shooting of her childhood best friend, Khalil. Soon 

after, his death is a national headline. Some are 

calling him a thug, a drug dealer or a gangbanger. 

Protesters are taking to the streets. 

Cops and the local drug lord try to 

intimidate Starr and her family. What 

really went down that night? The only 

person who can answer that is Starr.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Due to your generosity, Operation Christmas 

Child is looking very successful for Oak Chapel. 

60 boxes this year...10 for each age category 

were packed after Fellowship Dinner on 

October 16. Thanks to everyone who helped in 

some way. Your support will be appreciated by 

children around the world! 

Apportionment Fund Description 

Every year, the church pays into the District and 

Conference apportionment Funds. Here is a 

short description of each. 

Fund 1, World Benevolences and Conference 

Benevolences: This is where we are called to do 

the Lord’s work in our own communities and 

around the world. 

Fund 2, Administrative Support: This is the 

Conference’s operating budget. It’s how they 

pay the employees’ salaries and benefits, 

property tax for the building, property 

insurance, gas, electric, water, sewer, etc. 

Fund 3, Health and Pension: This pays the health 

and pension for retired clergy and 

administrative costs for employees in this 

department and disability insurance. 

Fund 4, Clergy Support Fund: This pays the 

District Superintendent salaries and benefits, 

repairs, maintenance, property tax and 

insurance for the district parsonages. 

Fund 5, Education Fund: This pays for 

denominational education support and 

ministerial recruitment and education for the 

East Ohio Conference. 

 



 

 

Prayer Shawls—Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 

continues to make beautiful shawls for us to 

distribute to people we want to bless. Anyone can 

pick up a shawl to give to another. While most of 

them go to those who could use some comfort and 

healing, we encourage everyone to think of a 

happy reason to celebrate as well. 

Currently the shawls live in the closet in the Crib 

Room which is next to the Elevator on the main 

floor. Step 1. Choose a shawl to give. There are 

some gift bags if you want to use them. Step 2. Pick 

up a card from Oak Chapel to deliver with it. Step 

3.(A VERY important step) Find the blue folder. 

Inside you will see the lists of those who have 

received shawls. Please add the recipient’s name(s), 

date and your name. We want to make sure we do 

not miss anyone or accidentally duplicate someone. 

No reasons need to be added. 

We are always looking for more people to 

make shawls too! We are used to seeing crocheted 

and knitted ones, but fleece and quilted ones are 

also an idea! Fleece should be hemmed but not 

fringed and knotted, as someone in a wheelchair or 

bed could get it tangled up. Lap robes are also a 

nice alternative to shawls. 

United Women in Faith has two gift baking and 

gift giving fundraisers now available. 

Nut and Snack Fundraiser 

AND 

 

 You may order 24/7, 365 days a year. 

 Both links are on the home page of Oak 

Chapel’s website, oakchapelumc.com 

 Proceeds will support our mission projects. 

 You can pick up a postcard in the Narthex 

with more information. 

 If you have questions, please call Elizabeth 

Feldman at 333.465.5782. 

Healthy Suggestions for Holiday Eating 

 

Holiday meals often create stress because we want to continue our healthy eating, but, Oh MY!! We 

sure do love all those traditional, calorie-laden foods. In this article you’ll find some simple suggestions 

to enjoy both! 

 

Cider is delicious! It’s also very high in sugars and acids. The acids can cause dental erosion as well as 

heartburn. If you have cider, drink it quickly and follow with a glass of water. An alternative would be 

a glass of water with a lemon wedge or a slice of cucumber. 

 

Green bean casserole is served at many a table. This is high in carbs and sodium from the cream soup 

used. Opt for pan roasted vegetables or grilled green beans or Brussels sprouts, all of which can be 

brushed with olive oil and seasoned with herbs. 

 

Stuffing is a healthy eater's nightmare! Instead of having dressing with sausage, giblets and heavy 

breads, try whole grain breads and moisten with broth instead of milk and butter. Cranberries, apples 

and pumpkin seeds add texture, flavor and added fiber to make it a great side. Most of us sure like that 

piece of pecan pie, and top it with whipped cream. How about a colorful fruit plate or a dish of baked 

apples sprinkled with pecans? 

 

Some additional suggestions that are most important: Do not skip breakfast... you’ll be extra hungry 

and tempted to gorge yourself. Nibble on fruit/vegetable appetizers while preparing your meal or 

visiting with guests. Use a smaller plate to eat from as this will give the appearance of having more on 

your plate. Eat slowly and savor every morsel. Enjoy your meal but avoid second helpings. 

 

Happy Holiday Dining! 
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WE INVITE YOU TO WORSHIP WITH US 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Young Adult SS 11:30 a.m. 

—————————————— 

Oak Chapel United Methodist Church 

“Serving Christ and Community through Love, Compassion, Fellowship and Caring” 

Rev. John Finn .............................................................................. Pastor 

Sheri Finn .................................................................................. Secretary 

Jen Moser ..................................................... Organist and Choir Director 

Miriam Zech .............................................................................Custodian 

Church Phone  ................................................................... 330-264-2537 

Pastor John’s Cell Phone .................................................... 330-988-2577 

E-mail addresses: 

pastor@oakchapelumc.com              office@oakchapelumc.com 

Visit our website: www.oakchapelumc.com  

WE ARE ON FACEBOOK! CHECK US OUT! 

CANAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

8800 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton, OH 44720  

330-499-3972, ext. 106 or email CanalTuscDistOffice@eocumc.com 

Rev. Angela Lewis, District Superintendent 

Megan Myers, Administrative Assistant 
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